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searchable claims.

2. D 8 all searchable claims could be searched without effort jusifiying an addiicnal fae, this Authority did net invite payment
of any additional fee.

a. D As only some of the required addiional search faes were timely paid by the applicant, this Internalional Search Report
covers only those clalns for which fees were pald, specHically clalms Nos.;

4. B;i No required additions| search fees were fimaly paid by the applicant, Consequently, this Infernational Search Repert is
restricted to the invention first mertioned in the claims; it Js covered by claims Nes.:

1-28
Remark on Protest !:] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's proiest.
D No protest acoompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 213

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-26

The product claims 1-13 and 17-18 relate to a composite
membrane comprising expanded polytetrafluorethylens. The
morphology consists of substantially in parallel aligned
nodes interconnected by fibrils. The nodes are higly
elongated with an aspect ratio of 25:1 or greater. The
Gurley number is higher than 18.800 s. The porous membrane
is impregnated with an iop exchange material.

The product claim 14 discloses a membrane electrode assemhiy
comprising the composite membrane of claim L.

The product claim 15 relates to a fuel cell containing the
membrane elecirode assembly of claim 14.

The preduct claim 16 discloses an electrolysis cell based on
the composite membrane of ciaim 1.

2. ¢laim: 21

The product claim Z1 relates to a composite membrane
comprising & base material having a microstructure of
intercennected nodes and fibrils. The Gurley number is
higher then 10.000 s. The porous base material is
impregnated with an ion exchanges material and has a hardness
greater than 1006 mPa.
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