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5 Claims.

This 1nvent10n relates to -means for ;llummat-
ing a display.case of that type whergin there is
a top and front glass wall preferably in one in-
tegral piece without any upper, forward corner
strip. - A primary object of the 1nvent1on is to
illuminate the interior of the case in such man-
ner that there will be umform hght dlstrxbutmn
throughont the interior of the case without any
appreciable shadows being created upon the goods
therein to be dlsplayed A further primary ob=
ject of the invention is to 111um1nate the case
without havmg to employ a lamp or other illu-
minating means along the upper, forward por-
tion of the case as has heretofore been. the pra.c-
tice.

In the present form of the invention, the front
and top of the case is formed in one contmuous
piece of glass bent from the’ Vert1ca,l or front face
around and over to form the top of the case so
that V1s1b111ty of the contents displayed w1th1n
the case is not 1nterfered with by any glass sup-
port pieces or the l1ke By use of the invention
herem set forth, the entire interior of the case
is 1llum1nated w1thout any VlSlble point .or line

source of light, and yet but a s1ngle posmon of

the light source is employed whereby the cost of
installation and of electric energy is reduced to
the minimum.

These and .other objeets and advantages of the
invention will become appa,rent to those Versed
in'the art in the. followmg description of one par-
ticular form of the invention as 1llustrated in
the accompanying drawing, in whxch
- PFig. 1is a view in front eleyat1on of a struc-
ture embodying the invention;

Fig. 2, a top, plan view; and

Fig. 3 a view in vert1cal transverse section on
the line 3——3 in Fig. 1.

Like characters of reference indicate like parts
throughout the several views in the drawmg

Upon .a sultable base 10 is built a display case
proper to have a floor fl with front and back
opaque panels 12 and 13 respectlvely extend;ng
vertically therefrom. End walls 14 and 15 ex-
tend vertically upwardly from the floor 11 be-
yond the banels 12 and (3 at least to the desired
height of the case.

Between these end walls 14 and 15 is ‘mounted
the front and top 1nclosure formed. of the smgle
piece of glass 16 to have its. lower end mounted on
the top edge of. the panel 12 and to extend ver-
tically therefrom to a top curved portion ll
through which portion the glass is bent around
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rearwardly to continue therefrom in a horizontal

top portion 18. The rear edge of this top por-

55

tion 18 terminates at a slight dlsta.nce forwardly
of the rear side of the case and is supp,orted by

the top opadque rail 19 wh1ch ‘extends across be-

tween and is supported by the end walls l4 and
15, Thus the glass i6 is supported along 1ts
lower edge by the panel 12 and along 1ts rear
edge by the rall 19, all w1thou any 1nterven1ng
corner str1p a,round the beng portlon 11.

The rear of the case is prefera,bly inclosed by
any suitable means, such as by the two sliding
doors 20 and 21, the top and bottom edge por-
tlons of wh1ch are smtably guaded in slots pro-
v1ded in the moldlng 22 and 23 carned respec-
t1vely by the top rail 19 and the rear panel l3
A translucent sub- ﬁoor 24 is ﬁxed between the
end walls 14 and i5 to e substantlally horizon-
tal and in spaced relatmn above the ﬁoor H, as

indicated in F1g 3. In the present form of the
invention, the Tear edge of this sub ﬂoor 24 is
supported along a shoulder prov1ded on the rear
panel {3 and is held thereagamst by m
the moldmg 23 belng pos1t10ned across the top
_s1de of the floor and agarnst the front ace of the

sof

panel 13 which is provided to exten [above the
level of the floor 24.  The front edge of the ﬂoor
24 is located at a distance behind the panel 2,
as 1ndlcated in Fig. 3

The inner face of the front panel 12 is pro-
vided w1th a mirror 25 or reﬁectmg surface pref-
erably over its entlre area, but in any event ex-
tending above and below the level of the sub-
ﬂoor 24 the major port1on of the mirror 25 bemg
below that level. Below the central zone of the
rear panel 13 and extendlng longltudlnally there-
across is mounted a lamp 26, preferably of the

_ﬂuorescent type, as 1ndlcated by the drawmg, _to

‘be in tubular form

Mounted under the top rail 19 is a mirror 21
positioned to slope downwardly from near the
front edge portion of the ra11 19, a,nd rearwardly
to the moldmg 22 in the form "of the 1nventlon
here1n shown. -In other words th1s mirror 21 is
dlagonally posmoned across the corner between
the top rail’ 19'and the moldmg 22.

nght emanatmg from the lamp 26 may travel
upwardly through the translucent floor 24 to -be
diffused throughout the case thereabove For-
wardly traveling rays from the lamp 26 w111 strike
the substant1ally vertically dlsposed mirror 25,
and dependmg upon the angle ‘of 1mpact there-
on, w111 be reﬂected in part dlagonally agail
the ﬁoor 24 and in part upwardly through the

£ap between the front edge ‘of the floor 24 and

the mirror 25, such reflected rays bemg directed
rearwardly a.nd upwardly rather than toward the




front wall of the glass 16. Some of these rays
coming through that gap will strike directly
upon the surface of the top mirror 27 and be
reflected back downwardly and toward the floor
24, The diffused light above the floor 24 will
also be tended to be reflected downwardly and
toward the floor 24 by the mirror 21,

By this peculiar arrangement of the trans-
lucent floor 24 and the two mirrors 25 and 21 dis-
posed as indicated, the entire interior of the case
appears to glow with light without any apparent
light source, and yet objects placed upon the
floor 24 will appear to be well illuminated from all
sides and their tops without casting appreciable
shadows. In fact, the objects so located on the
floor 24 will be extremely attractively displayed
and will appear to sit out in space.

The interior faces of the end walls 14 and {5

as well as of the panels 20 and 21 are preferably
made to be light reflecting, such as being finished
in white. - Likewise the top side of the floor !
‘and the forward side of the rear panel 13 are
finished in white to tend to reflect light rather
than absorb it. The fioor 24 is preferably made
out of glass, either sanded on one side or its body
made either entirely or in part of translucent
glass rather than clear glass. Obviously the glass
wall 186 is transparent, and to the casual observer
A_appears not to exist when the interior of the case
is illuininated as above described. -

" Thé width of the gap between the forward
edge of the sub-~floor 24 and the face of the mir-
tor 25 is held to a relatively small dimension.
For example, in a case having a sub-floor twenty
inches wide from front to back, and a height of
twenty-one inches above the sub-floor 24, this
‘gap will be approximately two inches wide.

.. 'While T have herein shown and described my
.nvention in the one particular form, it is obvious

that struectural variations may be employed with- !

out departing from the spirit of the invention and
I therefore do not desire to be limited to that
Dbrecise form beyond the limitations as may be
imposed by the following claims,

I c1a1m

1.Ina d1sp1ay case havmg a continuous trans-
parent front and top inclosure, g floor, and front
and rear opaque walls extending from said floor
to. at least the level of the lower end of said in-

closure, the combination of a translucent sub- -

floor spaced above said floor having a front edge
_spaced back of said front opaque wall to leave an
_opening therebetween: a light source below said
sub-floor adjacent said rear opaque wall; a light
leﬁectmg surface on the inner side of said front
opaque wall; and a light reflecting surface in the
‘upper rear portion. of said case back of said top
.inclosure and angularly disposed to reflect light
dOanardly and forwardly. -

2. In a display case having a continuous trans-
parent front and top inclosure, a floor, and front
and rear opaque walls extending from said floor
to at least the level of the lower end.of said in-
closure, the combination of a translucent sub-
floor spaced above said floor having a front edge
spaced back of said front opaque wall to leave
-an_opening therebetween a light source below
sald sub-floor, adjacent said rear opaque wall;
a hght reflecting surface on the inner side of said
front opaque wall; and a light reflecting surface
in the upper rear portmn of said case back of
said top inclosure ‘and angularly disposed to re-
ﬁect hght downwardly and forwardly, said l1ght
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source consisting of a tubular fluorescent lamp
extending along said rear opaque wall near said
floor; and end walls, between which said in--
closure, opaque floors, and sub-floor extend; the
inner sides of said end walls and said rear opaque
wall being light reflecting.

3. In a display case having g continuous trans-
parent front and top inclosure, a floor, and front
and rear opaque walls extending from said floor
to at least the level -of the lower end of said
inclosure, the combination -of-a.translucent sub-
floor spaced above said floor having a front edge

- spaced back of said front opaque wall to leave an
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opening therebetween; a light source below said
sub-floor adjacent said rear opaque wall; a light
reflecting surface on the inner side of said front
opaque wall; and a light reflecting surface in the

" upper rear portion of said case back of said top
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inclosure and angularly disposed to reflect light

‘downwardly and forwardly; said front opagque

wall reflecting surface extending above said sub-
floor and terminating at least substantially at the
lower level of said front inclosure, ’

4. In a display case having a continuous trans-
parent front and top inclosure, a floor, and front
and rear opaque walls extending from said fioor
to- at least the level of the lower énd of said in-
closure, the combination of a translucent sub-
floor spaced above said floor having a front edge
spaced back of said front opaque wall to leave
an opening therebetween; a light source below
said sub-floor adjacent said rear opaque wall; a
light reflecting surface on the inner side of said
front opaque wall; and a light reflecting surface
in the upper rear portion of said case back of
said top inclosure and angularly disposed to re-
flect light downwardly and forwardly; said light
source consisting of a tubular fluorescent lamp
extending along said rear opaque wall near said
floor; and end walls, between which said inclo-
sure, opaque floors, and sub-floor extend; the
inner sides of said end walls and said rear opaque
wall being light reflecting; and g, light reflecting
surface across the rear of said case between said

sub-floor and said top angularly disposed re-

flecting surface.

5. A display case comprising a floor; front and
rear opaque panels extending upwardly there-
from; end walls across said panels extending from
said floor and above the panels; a transparent
front wall extending from the top of said front
panel and curving around and rearwardly in a
continuous manner toward the tops of said end
walls to form a top to said case and terminate
by a rear edge forwardly of a vertical plane in-
cluding said rear panel; a top panel receiving
said rear edge and filling in the space between
it and said plane; a rear case inclosure between
said rear and top panels; a sub-floor of trans-
lucent material at. substantially the level of the
top edges of said front and rear panels, said sub-
floor terminating by a front edge back of said
front panel to leave a slot-like opening there-
between, & light source distributed under and
longitudinally across said sub-ficor toward said
rear panel and spaced between said floor and
said sub-floor; a light refiecting surface on said
front panel continuing above and below the level
of said sub-floor; and a light reflecting member
mounted under said top panel and sloping rear-
wardly and downwardly in respect to said case
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