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This invention relates generally to improvements in a
baby chair-bed, and moré particulatly to improved mech-
anism for selectively converting the device to either a
chair or a bed. ’
~ An important object of the invention is to provide a
mechanism that enables the hinged body-supporting mem-
bers to be moved selectively and easily to either a folded
chair position or to an extended bed position, and which
effectively supports and retains the members in those
positions. .

Another important object is achieved by the provision
of hangers pivotally connected to spaced side panels and
to the body-supporting means disposed between the side
panels, the hangers being adapted selectively to move and
to retain the body-supporting means in either the folded
chair or extended bed position.

Still another important object is realized by the pro-
vision of a hanger in the assembly previously discuss=d
which is located in a substantially vertical plane substan-
tially immediately below the hinge axis of the seat and
back members comprising the body-supporting means
when such members are extended to the bed position so
as to provide a more rigid support.

Yet another important object is realized by the pro-

vision of a second hanger in the aforesaid assembly which

is located in a substantially horizontal plane when the
body members are extended to the bed position- so as
to preclude unintentional movement of the first hanger
from the vertical plane and to prevent unintentional
collapse of the body-supporting members.

Other important advantages are realized by the provi-

sion of inturned shoulders on the hangers at the pivotal
connection of such hangers to the side panels, the in-
turned shoulders supporting the body-supporting mem-
bers in the adjusted, folded or extended positions.

Another important object is to provide an item of
the type described which is of simple durable construc-
tion, economical to manufacture and assemble, efficient
in operation, and which is quickly and easily converted
to either a chair or a bed.

The foregoing and numerous other objects and advan-
tages of the invention will more clearly appsar from the
following detailed description of a preferred embodiment,

particularly. when considered in connection with the ac-’

companying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the baby chair-b’ed

showing the device converted to a chair;
Fig. 2 is an enlarged view, partly in cross section, of

the chair assembly as seen along line 2—2 of Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view of a side

panel as seen along line 33 of Fig. 2;

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the ba‘by_chéir-bed illus-.

trating the device in the converted bed position; . .

Fig. 5 is an enlarged view partly in cross section, of

the bed assembly as seen along line 5—5 of Fig. 4, the
hanger being shown in dashed and full linés together with
indicating arrows to show the different positions assumed
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by such hangers and the movement of the hangers upon
converting the device to chair or bed, and

" Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the hardware intercon-
necting the side panels and supporting the back and seat
members. )

Referring now by characters of reference to the draw-
ings, and first to Fig. 1, it is seen that the baby chair-bed
includes spaced side panels-18 and 11 arranged in verti-
cal parallel relation. ' Disposed between panels 10 and 11
is a body-supporting means generally indicated at 12 that
includes a back-rest member 13 and a seat member 14
hinged together by a pair of hinges 15. It is seen that
the hinge axis 16 (Fig.-2) provided by hinges 15 ex-

~ tends transversely of side panels 10 and 1i.

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

85

70

The ‘side panels 10 and 11 are constructed as shown
in Fig. 3. A board 17 of relatively stiff rigid material
is covered on the inner side with a relatively soft cushion
layer 20 adapted to protect the child when placed on the
body-supporting means 12 between the panels 16—11.
A cover 21 is placed over the cushion layer 20 and rigid
board 17. Preferably, the cover 21 is of a washable
plastic material,.and may have decorative features which
improve the aesthetic appearance of the article. :

The back and seat members 13-—14 are similarly con-
structed and upholstered. As best seen in Fig. 2, the back

. member 13 is formed of a rigid board 22 on which a

layer 23 of soft resilient material is attached. . Similarly,
the seat member 14 is formed of a rigid board 24 on
which a layer 25 of soft resilient cushion material is
attached. A cover 26 is disposed over the cushion layers
23 and 25 of back member 13 and seat member 14 re-
spectively, the cover 26 being held in position by end
pockets 27 ‘and ‘30 fitted over the outer ends of back
member 13 and seat member 14 respectively.

A seat belt 31 (Fig. 1) is attached to the back mem-
ber 13, and is utilized as a safety precaution to hold the
child in place on the body-supporting means 12.

Located at the rear end (left hand side in Figs. 2 and
5) of the device is a U-shaped bracket 32 that is located
between and attached to side panels 10—11. Supported
by .and bridging the upper. ends of U-shaped bracket 32
is a bar 33 upon which the back member 13 seats.when
the body-supporting means 12 is extended to the bed posi-
tion as illustrated in Fig. 5.

Another bar 34 located. forwardly of support bar 33
extends between and is attached to the side panels 10—11.
As is illustrated in Fig. 2, the bar 34 serves to support
and position the back member 13 when the body-sup-
porting means 12 is folded to the chair position. :

A U-shapsd bracket 35 is disposed between and ai-
tached to the side panels 10-—11. Pivotally attached to
the upper ends of bracket 35 and to panels 10—11 is a
U-shaped hanger 36. The intermediate portion 37 of
hanger 36 is pivotally attached to seat member 14 by a
pair of connectors 40. It will be particularly noted that
the pivot axis provided by hanger portion 37 is located
substantially immediately below and parallel to the trans-
verse hinge axis. 16. :

* Perhaps' as best seen in Fig. 6, the hanger 36 is pro-
vided with shoulder portions 41 extending inwardly from
the pivot connection of the hanger 36 with the -bracket -
35 and side panels 10—11, the shoulders 41 serving to
seat and support the seat member 14 when such member
14 is disposed in the folded chair position illustrated in
Fig. 2. . .

~Located at the forward end (right hand side of Fig. 2 -
and Fig. 5) of the baby chair-bed is a U-shaped bracket

42 disposed between and in bridging relation to side
panels 10—11. The bracket 42 is attached to side panels
1011, A U-shaped hanger 43 has its. outer ends piv-
otally connected to the upper ends of bracket 42 and to )

-side panels 10~=11. The intermediate hanger portion 44
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i§ pivotally connected by a pair of connectors 45 to the '

seat member 14.

The hanger 43 is provided with shoulders 46 extend-
ing inwardly from the pivot connection with the-brackets
42 and side panels, the shoulders 46 serving 1o engage

and support the §éat miémber 14 when the seat member -

14 is located in either the folded chair position shown
iii Fig. 2, ot in the extended bed position shown in Fig. 5.

Handles 47 are attached to brackets 32 and 42 located
at opposite ends of the baby chair-bed. It will-be noted
that the aréa between side panels 10—11 and below the
supporting means-12 is open at each end of the device

so that access is had to the handles 47. The handles 47 .
may be conveniently utilized to lift the device for trans:

porting it from one place to another. .

It will be particularly noted that the pivotbdﬁ_néction
50 (Fig. 5) of hanger 43is located above the.pivot-con-

means 12 is extended to the bed position.

When the body-supporting means 12 is folded to the
chair position shown in Fig. 2, the hangers 36 and 43
assume the -inclined position - illustrated, the . hangers
3643 being alighed in the same plane. ' In this chait
position, the seat” member 14 engages and seats on the
hanger shoulders 41 and 46. - The back member 13 én-.
gages and seats on-the support bar 34. :

If it is desired to convert the device to a bed as illus-
trated in Figs."4 and 5, the ‘body-supporting means 12 is
moved to the bed position as permitted by hangers 36

. and 43, - As-best illustrated -in Fig. 5, the harger 36

&t
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tween said panels including a back-rest member and seat
member hinged together along an axis extending’ trans-
versely of said panels so that the members can be selec-
tively-extended to a bed position and folded to a chair
position, a first U-shaped hanger: pivotally secured to said
side’ panels ‘and pivotally ‘connected to said seat member
along a pivot axis extending below and parallel to the
transverse hinge axis and in the same vertical plane, said
first hanger extending substantially vertical when said
members ‘are hingedly extéended to the bed position, a
second U-shaped hanger pivotally connected to. said side -
panels above the pivot connection of the first said hanger

"o said side panels, the second hanger being pivotally
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moves from the position shown in dotted lines upwardly _ -

to the vertical position shown in full lines. The hanger
43 moved from the position shown in dotted lines up-
wardly and downwardly to the horizontal position shown
in full lines. )

Tn the bed position of the body-supporting means 12,
the hanger 36 is disposed in a vertical plane immediately

below and aligned with transverse hinge axis 16, thus sup--

40

porting the back and seat members 13-—14 ‘at their hinge’ -

joint. -Furthermore; the seat member 14 is supported’ by
the intiirned shoulders 46 of hanger 43. In the bed posi-
tion. of the body-siipporting means 12; the- back member
13 is supported by bar 33. : EE

Because of the relative disposition of hangers 36 and
43, the body-supporting means 12 cannot be unintention:
ally collapsed when a child is' supported -thereon; ‘For
example, in order to collapse the body-supporting ‘means
12 the seat member 14 must be limted to rotate hanger
.43 upwardly and rearwardly. . However, it is seen” that
this action' cannot be accomplished uninteéntionally - a5

long as' a weight is disposed on and supportéd by seat:-

member 14:

As suggested previously, if it is desired to convert the -

body-supporting méans 12 fromi the beéd position shown in
Fig. 5 to the folded chair position shown in Fig. 2, the
seat member 14 is lifted and' moved rearwardly as per-
mitted by hanger 43. Simultaneously, the back and seat
‘miembers’ 13-——14:are folded about the hingé axis 16 and
are moved to the inclined position show i Fig.2.. Upon
converting the body-suppoiting means fo the chair. posi-
tion, the hangets 36—43 miové from the: positions shown
iri full lines in Fig. 5 fo" the positionis shown in.dotted
lines in Fig. 5 or in full lines in Fig. 2. T

_Although the invention has' beeii describéd by
détailed reference to a singlé preferred embodiment, such
detail is to be understood in an instructive, rather than

inany restrictive sense, imany variants' being possible-

within the scope of the ¢laims léreunder appended.
I claim as my invention: N

“1. A baby chair-béd comiprising sidé panéls, means in-"
terconnecting said  pangls. for miaintaining. the panels:;in -

spaced relation, a- body-supporting means disposed be-

making

&6

connected to said. seat member along an-axis parallel to
said hinge -axis, the pivot iconnection: of - said second
hanger to said side panels being in a-substantially hori-
zontal. plane with the pivot connection.of said first hanger

nection 51 of hanger 36, and is preferably located in sub- =~ - t0 said seat-member:when the members are disposed in

stantially the same horizontal plane with the pivot axis _
-provided by hanger portion 37 when' the body-supporting'

the bed position; the said second hanger being disposed
Horizontally when the mémbers are hingedly exténded to
the bed position to preclude unintentional folding about
the hinge axis, and:means attached to said side. pdnels
supporting §aid members in each of said bed -and chair:
positions, . oo o R

2. A baby chair-bed comprising side panels, means
interconnecting said panel for maintaining the panels in
spaced relation, a body-supporting means disposed be--
tween said panels including a back rest member-and. a
$eat member hingéd togéther along ar axis extending
transversely of said panéls so that the members can be
seléctively extended to a bed position and. folded to a
chair’ position, 4 first hanger means pivotally secured: to:
said side pasiél§ and pivotally corinected to said seat mém-
ber along a pivot axis extending: parallel fo ‘the trans-
vérse hinge ‘axis, $aid first hanger means extending sub-
statially vertical when said members are hingedly extended

“{6°the bed positiof, a second hanger means pivotally con-

nécted to said sidé panels above the pivot connection of
the first Hanger means to said side panels, the second
Hanger means beinig pivotally connected to said seat mem-
ber along an -axis. paralle]l to said hinge axis, the pivot

connection of said séconid hanger means to said side panels,

béing in a substantially horizontal plane with the pivot
connéction of said first hanger means. to said seat mem-
ber: when the membefs are disposed: in the bed position,

the said sécond hanger means being disposed horizontally

“ when ‘thé members are hingedly €xtended to the bed posi-

tion to_preclude’ Uninténtional :folding about ‘the hinge’

3.°A baby chair-bed comprising side’ panels, means
ititerconiécting said panels for maintaining the panels in
spaced relation, a body-supporting méans disposed be-
tween said panéls including a back-rest member. and a
seat -mémber hinged togéther along an’ axis. extending
transversely of §aid panels so- that the said members can
be selectively éxtended to a bed position or folded to a

- chair position, a first hanger pivotally secured to each

40

side ‘panel and pivotally connected to, ong’ of said mem-
bers along an axis substantially vertically below and
parallel to the transverse hirige axis, for moving the body-
supporting mieans to said bed and chair positions, said"
first hanger extending substantially vertical when in said
bed position so as to provide support directly at the hinge
axis, a second hanger pivotally secured to the side panels -
and pivotally confiected to one of said members along an
axis extending parallel to said transverse’ hinge: axis, said
second - hanger being disposed horizontally when said

- ‘membeérs are exténded to the bed position so as to pre-

7

clude unintentional  folding’ about said" hinge -axis, the
pivoticonnection of said sécond Harniger to said’side panels
being located above said’pivot connection of the first said’
hanger to said side panels; and being-located substantially
in the:sape horizontal plane with the pivot. connection of
said first-hanger with the body-supporting member when
the first hanger is located in substantially vertical rela-



2,928,457

tion, and means attached to said side panels for support-
ing the body-supporting means in bed and chair positions.

4. A baby chair-bed comprising side panels, means
interconnecting said panels for maintaining the panels in
spaced relation, a body-supporting means disposed be-
tween said panels including a back-rest member and a
secat member hinged together along an axis extending
transversely of said panels so that the said members can
be selectively extended to a bed position or folded to a
chair position, a first hanger of substantially U-shape
having outer ends pivotally attached to the side paneis
and having web portions pivotally attached to one of
said members along an axis substantially vertically be-
low and parallel to the transverse hinge axis for moving
the body-supporting means to said bed and chair posi-
tions, said first hanger extending substantially vertical
when in said bed position so as to provide support di-
rectly at the hinge axis, a second hanger of substantially
U-shape having outer ends pivotally secured to the side

panels and having a web portion pivotally connected to 20

16
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one of said members along an axis extending parallel to
said transverse hinge axis, said second hanger being dis-
posed horizontally when said members are extended to
the bed position so as to preclude unintentional folding
about said hinge axis, said hangers including inwardly
extending portions at the pivot connections to said side
panels engaging the underside of said body-supporting
means to support the means in the folded chair position
and in the extended bed position.
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