
W. D., ROUP, 
HAND PREss. 

APPLICA of F.ED ! 8, 1913, . 

Patented Apr. 18, 1916, 

2 SS 2 S XY 

fa N SÉŠ See SN 47 
Ní S&S - . ... a to N. S. 29 KŠ2N (N3), 

WITNESSES: , z - - 6 INVENTOR 
; a : m waza A. reove 
6 (AO- size. %. 2...a. - 

ATIORNEY. 

  

  

  

  

  

  



UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
WILLIAM D. TROUP OF FIRANKFORT, NEW YORK. 

EAND-PRESS. 

i.,199,979. Specification of Letters Patent. Paterated Apr. 18, 1916. 
Application filed November 8, 1913. Serial No. 799,986. 

To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. D. TROUP, 

a citizen of the United States of America, 
residing at Frankfort, in the county of 

5 Herkimer and State of New York, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Hand-Presses, of which the fol lowing is a specification, reference being 
had therein to the accompanying drawing. 

10 My invention relates to an improved 
hand, stamp, and I declare that the follow 
ing is a full, clear, concise and exact de 
scription thereof, sufficient to enable one 
skilled in the art to make and use the same, 5 reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings in which like reference characters 
refer to like parts throughout. 
The device is designed for use in stamp 

ing the date of receipt or delivery of papers, 
20 of payment of bills, of the receipt of postal 

matter and also, if desired, the cancellation of the postage stamp. 
In this improved style of stamp I have 

combined mechanisms which are simple and 
25 compact and which include a spring by 

which the printing portion or die, which is 
normally concealed, is projected by the blow 
of the operator into contact with the paper 
to be stamped, a spring which takes up the 

30 blow of the operator on the stamp, means 
which keeps the type-carrier from being 
displaced circumferentially, means for ad 
justing the degree to which the platen or 
type will be thrust out of the casing by the 

35 operator's stroke, and other particulars 
which will be more fully understood from 

... the following description in connection with 
the drawings. 
In the drawings Figure 1 is a full view 

40 of the device from the side; Fig. 2 is a verti 
cal sectional view; Fig. 3 is a vertical sec 
tional view of a portion of the printing 
part of the stamp; Fig. 4 is a vertical sec 
tional view of a portion showing the oper 

45 ation of the printing portion by manipula 
tion of the handle, showing the position of 
the parts when the impression is made; Fig. 
5 is a view of the stamp from the bottom; 
Fig. 6 is a like view of a different style of 

50 stamp : Fig. 7 is a vertical sectional view of 
a modified form of construction of the 
stamp, while Fig. 8 is a like view of a 
further modification. 

Referring to the figures more in detail, i. 
55 is the handle, 2 is the casing and 3 is the 

spring, one end of which is secured in the 
handle portion by having its bent end 
passed through the opening 4 and the other 
end of which is secured to a cap 5 by hav 
ing its bent end passed through hole 6, so 
that when the handle and the cap and the 
casing 2 are tightly secured the movement 
of the handle is in a fixed vertical line rela 
tive to the stamp. Or, in other words, the 
handle is always in the same relative posi 
tion to the casing except for the longitu 
dinal movement of the handle relative to 
the case. The part 7, which has been in 
cluded so far in mention of the handle 1, 
consists of a cap to be threaded for its 
mounting in the handle, which bushing is 
centrally apertured for the threaded stem 
12 on which are mounted lock-nuts 13 and 
13. This rod or stem 12 extends down 
wardly and is connected with the type-car 
rier 24, and the nuts 13 and 13 are for the 
purpose of Securing the associated parts in 
place and adjusting the action of the type 
when coming into contact with the face to 
be marked. Collar 5 is screw-mounted to 
the casing 2 and is centrally apertured for 
the passage of the threaded stem 12 so as to 
allow free play of the stem in the aperture. 
At the end of the stem nearest to the type 
carrier 24 is secured head 15 which is hol 
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lowed out to receive the head 16 of the knob 
17. . This knob has a transverse bore at 18 
and the pin 19 passes through the bore, 
which is larger than the pin, so that the 
knob 17 may move freely relative to the 
head 15 and make sure of a clear print by 
the type. The contacting surfaces of head 
15 and knob 17 are curved, as seen, for free 
action. A wire 20 is passed through the 
knob 17 in loose engagement therewith, one 
end of the wire 20 being inserted in a bore 
in the collar 5 and the other end being in 
serted in the plate 22 which is secured to 
the type-carrier 24 on which céitain of the 
type are mounted. This prevents the type 
from turning circumferentially relative to 
the casing 2 and therefore relative to the 
handle. This type-carrier 24 is mounted to 
move inward or outward in the casing 2, so 
that when the type is not employed the 
type-carrier is withdrawn within the case 
-bv force of the spring 3 so as not to make 
any impression when the stamp is set aside. 
A spring 27 bears at one end on the collar 
and at the other end in a dished-nut 29 
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base of the collar 5. 
vided to fix the position of nut 29. This nut 

2 

which is adjustably screw-mounted on the 
stem 12 but which, when the stamp is not in 
use, as is seen in Fig. 2, is removed from the 

A lock-nut 30 is pro 

is so adjusted upon the stem 12 that the nut 
comes into contact with the oppositely dis 
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posed upper surface of collar 5 when down 
ward movement of the handle 1 has caused 
the type-carrier 24 to be projected from the 
casing 2 to the proper printing position. 
Thereafter further downward movement of 
the handle and consequent compression of 
the spring 27 does not exert further pres 
sure upon the type-carrier, but such pres 
Sure is transferred through the collar 5 to 
the casing 2. In this way excessive pressure 
of the type upon the surface to be printed is 
avoided and thereby a blurred impression 
from the type is prevented. Furthermore, 
the downward movement of the handle 1 
after the type-carrier has moved to printing 
position relieves the hand of the operator 
from the shock that would be received, were 
the handle positively stopped as soon as the 
type-carrier came to printing position. 
Such further downward position of the 
handle 1 after the type-carrier has come to 
printing position is allowed by reason of 
the fact that the upper end of stem 12 with 
its lock nuts 13 and 13 simply passes up 
ward into the cavity of the handle as the 
handle passes down against the resistance 
of the springs 27 and 3. 

Referring to Fig. 3, 24 shows a type-car 
rier which carries the type, indicated by 34, 
and which are mounted or arranged in a 
circle. The type-carrier, however, has a 
central aperture which is occupied by a clip 
36 which has its outer edges slightly flexed 
inwardly as at 38, so that the rubber 40, on 
which the removable type 34 are mounted, 
or the sections of rubber, are held by reason 
of the inward flex 38 bearing against the 
rubber 40. The clip 36 has outward ex 
tending portions 39 which overlie the sur 
face of the type-carrier 24 and which have 
aperture 41 through which a proper tool 
may be inserted to withdraw the clip and 
the type 34 in the clip so that the type may 
be conveniently changed. 

Referring in a general way to the entire 
construction, pressure on the handle 1 com 
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presses spring 3 which sets the case 2 closely 
against the paper on which the printing is 
to be made. The handle and the casing are 
in constant relation circumferentially. The 
pressure of the handle also compresses spring 
27 which presses downward on the dished 
nut and forues the type-carrier 24, with its 
type, downward into printing contact with 
the paper. The type-carrier and the fixed 
nut 5, (in effect the handle) are also in con 
stant relation circumferentially. Though 
the handle may be given an oblique blow, the 
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casing 2 will strike flatly on the paper and 
the threaded-stem 12 being free to play at 
one end in the socket or cup formed in the 
collar 7, is at the other end free to give an 
oblique blow to the type-carrier 24 which, 
however, moves in right line in and out of 
the casing 2. It is to be noted that the 
heads 15 and 17 have curved contacting sur 
faces, as indicated more fully in Fig. 4, so 
that the tilting of the handle, while per 
mitted by the flex of the two springs, does 
not interfere with the printing stroke which 
is along the axis of case 2, as the stem 12 
may tip freely to the one side or the other. 

In Figs. 1 and 5 is shown a lateral projec 
tion 42, the face of which is suitably de 
signed, as seen in Fig. 5, to effect the can 
cellation of a postage stamp, at the same 

75 

time that the date of mailing is marked by . 
the stamp proper. 

In Fig. 2 it is seen that the case 2 may 
have an outward rim, in substance a thicken 
ing of the edge, to prevent cutting of the 
papel' or damage of the contents of an en 
velop by a sharp blow of the stamp. 

It is also noted that the construction rela 
tive to the changeable portions of the stamp 
or type provide for the use of desired words 
and figures, as for months and days. 
In Fig. 6 at one end of the stamp is shown 

a space a in which may be inserted a die 
with any suitable mark thereon, as for in 
stance, a mark indicating a train number or 
route designation, the stamp being inter 
changeable, as indicated in Fig. 5, as may 
be desired. A further interchangeable stamp 
may be provided in place of the star, if 

In Fig. 7 I provide the handle 1 and the 
casing 2 with the type-carrier 24 mounted 
therein. I also provide the small spring 27 
which, however, plays in tube 27, having 
an outward rim 27 near its base which 
when the stamp makes an impression lodges 
against the inwardly projecting rim 27 of 
the case 2. The tube 27 is slotted at its 
upper end as indicated at 30, for the inser 
tion of the pin 30 which passes through 
plug 30° against which the spring 27 bears. 
The handle is secured from excessive move 
ment relative to the casing 2 by reason of 
the fact that a cap 31 is secured on the 
end of tube 27. When the handle is 
pressed the spring 27 is first compressed 
which places the type in contact with the 
surface to be printed, a further pressure 
on the handle compressing the spring 3 
which takes up the blow and also acts to 
effect the printing by the letters. 

In Fig. 8 the stem 12 has nuts 13 and 
13 but between them is secured a member 
with projections 14 and 14 which pass 
through cap 7 by which the cap 7 and the 
screw 12 are held relative to each other. At 
the other end and between nut 29 and case 
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2 is a like member having prongs 29 and 
29 which extend through the plate 22 and 
prevent that from turning relative to the 
stem 12 by which several means the platen 

5 and the handle are held from turning rela projected therefrom into printing position 
tive to each other. 44 indicates a knob or the like to indicate to the operator the proper position of the 
stamp for operation. " . 

10. Having described my invention, what I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is: 1. In a stamp, the combination of a han die, a casing, a type-carrier normally 

15 housed in said easing, and adapted to be projected therefrom into printing position 
without change of circumferential position p 
there with, resilient means connecting said handle to the casing and type-carrier 20 whereby, upon pressure being imparted to 
the handle the type-carrier is moved to ex housed in said casing, and adapted to be 85 tended position and said casing is allowed 
movement to a position where its axis may 
be at an angle to the axis of the handle and 

25 means adapted to stop the type-carrier at 
extended position but allow further down- . 
ward movement of the handle against said 
resilient connecting means. 

2. In a stamp, the combination of a han 
30 dle, a casing, a type-carrier normally 

housed in said casing, and adapted to be projected therefrom into printing position 
without change of circumferential position 
therewith, resilient means connecting said 

35 handle to the casing and type-carrier. whereby upon pressure being imparted to 
the handle the casing is adapted to be 
moved at an angle to the axis of the handle 
so as to rest squarely upon the surface to be 

40 stamped and said type-carrier is extended to printing position and means adapted to stop the type-carrie' at printing position 
but allow further downward movement of 

the handle against said resilient connecting 
eaS. 45 
8. In a stamp, the combination of a han 

dle, a casing, a type-carrier. normally 
housed in said casing, and adapted to be 
without change of circumferential position 50 
therewith, resilient means connecting said 
handle to the casing and type-carrier whereby upon pressure being imparted to 
the handle the casing is adapted to be 
moved at an angle, to the axis of the handle 55 
so as to rest squarely upon the surface to be 
stamped and said type-carrier is extended 
to printing position and adjustable means 
adapted to stop the type-carrier at printing 
osition but allow further downward move- 60 
ment of the handle against Said resilient . 
connecting means. . . . . . . 

4. In a stamp, the combination of a han dle, a casing, a type-carrier normally 
projected therefrom fito rinting position. 
without change of circumferential position 
therewith, resilient means connecting said 
handle to the casing and type-carrier 
whereby upon pressure being imparted to 70 
the handle, the casing is adapted to be 
moved at an angle to the axis of the handle 
so as to rest squarely upon the surface to . 
be stamped, and said type-carrier is there 

... after extended to printing position and 75 
means adapted to stop the type-carrier at 
printing position but allow flirther down 
ward movement of the handle against said 
resilient connecting means. . . In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 80 
signature in the presenee of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM. D. TROUP. 
Witnesses: S. S. RICHARDs, 

HERBERT S. BALLDA. 
copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the "Commissioner of Eatents, 

Washington, D. C.” 


