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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, WILLIAM BEwIrT, of
Trenton, New Jersey, have invented an Im-
proved Method of Making Barb-Wire Fences,
of which the following is a specification.
My method has for its object the manufac-
ture of a barb fence-wire, in which ‘both the
barbs proper and. the continuons lengths or
strands of straight metal uniting the same are
1o made out of one and the same single piece of
wire, the said barb fence-wire being composed
of a single strand at predetermined intervals
along its length twisted upon itself, so as to
form laterally-projecting necks or shanks ter-

15 minated in one or two projecting extremities
or barbs proper.

In the accompanying drawings I have rep-
‘resented, Figures 3 and 6, two preferred forms
of such barb fence- wire as the practice of

2o my method produces, and have also repre-
sented, as clearly as is possible, by pictorial
illustrations, Figs. 1 and 2, 4 and 5, the sev-
eral stages of said method. Allthe figures of
the drawings are elevational views of sections

25 of barb fence-wire, either as it appears in the -
process of making or after it has been com-
pletely made.

. In the practice of my inveuntion, providing
myself with wire of the desired character, 1
3¢ by any convenientmeans first form an open
or U-shaped loop by taking or pinching up a
portion of the straight wire, and then twist u p

(#7}

- together the two sides of the open loop so

pinched or taken up close to the strai ghtlongi-
35 tudinal portions on either side of said open
loop, so as to form a twisted shank bounded
by the contiguous straight lengths at its base
aud externally terminated in a continuous
closed loop. I have illustrated these steps in
4o Figs, 1 and Z—in TFig. 1 representing the
wire as pinched up at intervals to form open
or U-shaped loops laterally extending and
preferably right angular to the axis of the main
wire or straight strand, and in TFig. 2 repre-
45 senting the U-shaped open loops shown in
Fig. 1, twisted tightly upon thewselves for a
portion of their length, commencing from the
straight portions or strands, and beyond such
twisted portions or stems terminated in a con-

50 tinuous closed loop substantially of the char-

acter represented. Havingformed these twist-

ed shanks and closed loops, I sever the latter,
preferably transversely across on a line paral-
lel with the strands or straight lengths, and
thus form such a barbed fence-wire as is rep- 55
resented in Fig, 3.

In Fig. 4 T have represented a method of
forming the U-shaped or open loops, which
are first pinched up from the straight wire, on
opposite sides thereof; and in Fig. 5 I have 6o
represented these open loops twisted together
to form twisted shanks with continuous closed
loops at their outer extremities,and each twist
projected in a plane at right angles to its neigh-
bor, in the manner clearly represented in the 63
drawings, andin such mannerthat every fourth
loop trends in the same direction.

In Fig 6 I have represented the loops of the
twisted wire of Fig. 5 cut off to form points be-
youd the twist. 70

It is obvious that it is inconsequential to the
practicing of the invention proper as to what .
amount of wire is pinched up to form the
twisted shank and closed loop, or as to what
extent the twisting is carried, provided that a s
closed loop be formed beyond the twist, which
loop is adapted to be cut or divided to leave
one or two projecting ends, substantially as
shown. This eutispreferably made, as stated,
transversely across the loop, as represented in 8o
Figs. 3 and 6; but it may be made so as to
leave but one spar or extremity. This, how-
ever, is not to be understood as restrictive of
any preferred sectiou of the loop, the object
being to nip, as it were, a piece out of the loop, 8;
80 as to leave two projecting points or barbs.
The direction which the twists shall take from
the main strand is also indifferent, as all twists
may point in the same direction, or as all may
lie in the same plane, but point alternately on go
opposite sides of the strands, or, as is probabl \4
advisable in practice, as all may pointin sepa-
rate and independent directions. _

It is obvious that any method or wire-loop-
ing machine may beemployed toeffect the loop- g3
ing of the wire, although such a machine as
was patented to William Wilson, Jr., in and
by Reissued Letters Patent No. 9,404, dated
October 12, 1880, is well adapted, with slight
modifications, for the purpose. 100
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The wire produced by the above method is
not only easily mmade, but is less expensive than
many other barb-wires now in use.

In cutting off the loop it is preferable to
cut from both sides inwardly, so as to form an
awl-edge on the projecting extremities of the
divided loop, as shown in the drawings. This,
however, is not essential.

Having thus described my invention, I claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent—

The method of making a barbed fence-wire,
which consists, first, in taking a piece of wire
of any desired material and thickness, and
at predetermined intervals along the length

thereof forming a twist terminated in a loop, 15
both twist and loop being formed of the wire
itself, and being projected from the straight -
portion or strand thereof; and, second, in cut-
ting out or off a portion of the loop in such a
manner as to leave two projecting ends of wire 20
beyond the twisted portion, substantially as
set forth.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto signed
myname this 18th day of November, A.D.1882.
WM. HEWITT.
In presence of—
J. BonsALL TAYLOR,
ROBERT J. OWEN.




