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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
VICTOR. H. CANHAM, OF GUELPH, ONTARIO, CANADA. 
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No. 837,916. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Dec. 11, 1906. 
Application filed March 3, 1906, Serial No. 304,ll6, 

To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, VICTOR HENRY CAN 

HAM, manufacturer, a subject of His Majesty 
King Edward VII, residing at the city of 
Guelph, in the county of Wellington and 
Province of Ontario, Dominion of Canada, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Dressmakers' Fitting-Stands, 
of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

dressmakers' fitting-stands, in which the 
center of the table is rigid and stationary and 
is surrounded by a wide movable rim edge or 
border capable of being elevated or depressed 
for the purpose of testing and leveling the 
lower hem of ladies' and childrens' dress 
skirts; and the object of the improvements is 
to provide a better means of elevating the 
movable rim edge or border and to operate a correspondingly-adjustable measuring- R 
and to provide a staff or hand-support for the 
person whose dress-skirt is being adjusted to 
steady themselves with while the work is be 
ing done. I attain these objects by the 
mechanism illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, in which 

Figure I is a perspective view of my im 
proved dressmakers fitting-stand, showing 
ating the elevating mechanism. Fig. II is a 
front view of my improved dressmakers' fit 
ting-stand with the front board removed and 
the legs in section, showing in elevation the 
elevating-chains and the windlass-roller on 
which they are wound. Fig. III is a bot 
tom view of my improved dressmakers' fit 
ting-stand, showing a plan of the operating 
chains, the windlass-roller, and the arrange 
ment for paying out and winding in the meas 
uring-tape, the legs being shown in cross-sec 
tion. Fig. IV is a detail view showing in sec 
tion one of the hollow legs of the stand with 
the elevating-stem carrying the outer rim 
edge or border of the stand and to the lower 
ends of which the elevating-chains are at 
tached. Fig.W is a detail view showing the 
compensating spring inserted into the path 
of the cord for winding in and paying out the 
measuring-tape. 

Similar letters of reference indicate similar 
parts in all the drawings. 
A is the wide outer rim edge or border of 

the dressmakers' fitting-stand; B, the station 
ary central platform; C, the frame, and D the 
legs, while E E E E are the wire-rod stems 
by which the wide surrounding edge A is 

raised. This is accomplished by means of 
chains e. e. e. e, which are attached to their 
lower ends, as shown in Fig. IV. These 
chains run over pulleys ff, as shown in Fig. 
II, one in each corner of the stand and are 
wound on a windlass-roller F, as shown in 
Fig. III. A ratchet-wheel G, Figs. I and 
III, is attached to the axle at the front end 
of the windlass-roller F and is operated by 
the handle G', while a dog or pawl G' locks 
the same at any desired point. The dog is 
pivoted onto the frame Cand may be operated 
by pressing on the free end of the same. 
The measuring-tape M is attached to the 

front of the movable wide rim edge or border 
A and passes downward through a slot in 
the frame C, thence under one of the braces 
carrying the central stationary platform to a 
compensating spring m, to the other end of 
which a cord n is attached, the cord also pass ing loosely through the compensating Spring 
m and being attached to the measuring-tape 

cord passes through a blocko or round a pull 
ley, and turning at right angles is wound onto 
the windlass-roller F. 
A staff P, with head passing freely through 

a hole in the movable rim A, fits into a socket 
in the frame, Fig. III, which serves as a 
and-rest and support for the person whose 

dress is being fitted. 
As will readily be seen, the chains attached 

to the lower ends of the wire-rod stems sup 
porting the movable rim edge or border can 
be wound on the windlass-roller by means of 
the crank-handle attached to the front end of 
the same, thus raising the movable surround 
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M. From the other end of the spring the 
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ing rim of the stand, while by means of the 
ratchet-wheel and pawl it can be locked at 
any desired point, the same action also wind 
ing in and paying out the measuring-tape, 
while the compensating spring attached 
the to takes up any slack in the tape or 
COO. - 

What I do claim as my invention, and de 
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is 

1. The improvement in dressmakers' fit 
ting-stands comprising a stationary central 
platform on a suitable frame surrounded by a 
widemovable rim edge or border; consisting of 
elevating-stems carrying the said wide rim 
edge or border, hollow legs bored for the re 
ception of the elevating-stems, chains at 
tached to the lower ends of said elevating 
stems, guide-pulleys attached to the frame 
near the top of the hollow legs for the pur 
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pose of guiding said chains, a windlass-roller 
and operating-crank running from the front 
the back of the frame under the central 
stationary platform, upon which the chains 
are wound, and a ratchet and pawl for lock 
ing the same situated on the front end of the 
windlass-roller and the frame respectively as 
hereinbefore described. 

2. The improvement in dressmakers' fit 
ting-stands comprising a stationary central 
platform on a suitable frame, surrounded by 
a wide movable rim edge or border; consist 
ing of a measuring-tape attached to the front 
edge of the said wide movable rim edge 
or border of the stand, said tape passing 
down through a slot in the front of the frame 
thence back under the stationary central plat 
form, a compensating spring introduced into 
the path of the tape for the purpose of taking 
up any slack therein, and a small pulley 
block for the purpose of changing the direc 
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tion of the tape so that it can be wound on 
the beforementioned windlass-roller, sub 
stantially as hereinbefore described. 

3. The improvement in dressmakers' fit 
ting-stands comprising a stationary central 
platform on a suitable frame, surrounded by 
a wide movable rim edge or border; and a 
vertical staff with suitable cross-head, pass 
ing through a hole in the said wide movable 
rim edge or border, its lower end being in 
serted into a suitable socket in the frame un 
derneath, for the purpose of forming a hand 
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support for the person using the stand as 
hereinbefore described. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two Subscribing witnesses. 

VICTOR. H. CANEAM. 
Witnesses: 

S. McCRAE, 
D. H. BARLOW. 
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