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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES MADISON HODG-

. ENS, acitizen of the United States,and a resi-

o

dent of Greenwood,in the county of Sebastian

and State of Arkansas, have invented certain-

new and useful Improvements in Tobacco-
Shelves; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, which will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings; which form a

~part of this specification, and in which—
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Figure 11is a perspective view of my im-
proved tobacco shelving or frame, showing
the same empty. Fig. 2'is a front elevation
of the same, showing it partly filled with to-
bacco caddies and boxes, illustrating the use

of the shelving; and Fig. 3 is asectional view,

on the transverse vertical plane indicated by
the broken line marked x—x in Fig. 2.

Like letters of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

Thisinvention relates to the shelvingin to-
bacconists’ stores, for storing and displaying
tobacco in the original packages as received
from the factories, and has for. its objeet to
save and economize space, and also to display
the boxes or “caddies” in a neat and attract-
ive manner,yet in such a way that they shall
be easily accessible.

With these objects in view, my invention

 consists in the peculiar construction of a
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frame comprising anumber of shelves, where-
by separate compartments are formed for
holding the tobacco-boxes and caddies, as
will be hereinafter more fully described and
particularly pointed out in the claim.

On the accompanying drawings, the letters
A A denote the upright end pieces of a rect-
angular frame, and B a central support.
These vertical supports or uprights are con-
nected at the bottom by the horizontal bottom-
sill or floor-shelf C, and on top by the paral-
lel top-sill D. The bottom-sill C is provided
with a longitudinal guard or rail ¢, and the
vertical end-supports A A are faced with nar-
row boards or cleats, b b, overlapping the

" ends of the shelving. Thisshelving consists
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of two long boards, or partitions, E and- E’
arranged crosswise, or at right angles to each
other, in the middle of the rectanzular frame

formed by the end-pieces A A and top and
bottom-sills D and C; the two ends of eachof
the crossing partitions abutting against the ss
top and bottom-sills, respectively, at an angle
of forty-five degrees. ' : o
Atthe points, marked with the lettersee
and ¢’ ¢’, where the boards or partitions E and
E’ abut against the top-sill D and parallel 6o
bottom-sill C, respectively, their ends meet
and-abut against shorter diagonal boards, T
and F’,and G and G’,also set at an angle to,

‘or in respect of, the top and bottom sills,and

the vertical end-uprights A A, of forty-five 65
degrees; thereby forming, with the central
crossed partitions B’ E, two large diamond-
shaped diagonal compartments, H, and I,
with two smaller middle triangular compart-
ments I and I’; and four yet smaller corner yc
compartments, designated, respectively, by
the letters. J, J', J®and J% By this geomet-
rical arrangement of the partition - boards
forming the said several subdivisions or com-
partments, it will be observed that the central ;5
triangular middle compartments, I and I/, are .
just half the size of the larger diamond-shaped
compartments H and H’; while each of the
four corner compartments J; J’, J* and J3, are
exactly one-fourth the size of the large mid- o
dle compartments II and H'. The latter are
divided up, each, into a series of diagonal
smaller compartments or subdivsions, A’ b’, -
by means of slanting shelves % 2, set parallel

to one another and at right angles to the par- 85
tition-boards E and E’ on which they impinge
endwise; while the triangular middle com-
partments I, I’, and the corner compartments

J, J’, J* and J?, are provided with horizontal

| shelves, shown at ¢4 and j j; thus forming go.

the smaller sub-compartments 4/ ¢’ and j’ ;'
The slanting or inclined compartments #’,
within the large diamond-shaped compart-
ments H and H’, are of such a shape and size
that they will fit tobacco-caddies, K, of the gs
standard or regulation size adopted by the
wholesale tobacco trade; and the smaller com-
partments ¢’ ¢’ and j' 5 are suitable for the
reception, storage and display of boxes of
cigars and cigarettes, smoking and chewing 1oo
tobacco in broken packages, jars of snuff,
pipes, or any other of the numerous articles
kept for sale in a tobacconist’s shop. The ar-
rangement of the inclined partition boards E
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E’,F F/,and G G/, is such,that they together
act as braces to the structure asa whole, mak-
ing the same very strong and durable. The
inclined compartment 7’ form convenient re-
ceptacles for the unbroken larger packages
or tobaceo caddies, which are of suchaheight
that they will fitinto these receptacles or com-
partments, and when so placed, they offer a
neat, compact and attractive appearance.
Moreover, by this arrangement, the caddies
are easily accessible, and are, at the same
time, keptin their position by gravity, asthey
slide down the inclined planes formed by the
slanting shelves h, so as to press one against
the other and thereby keep one another mu-
tually in place. ‘
Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States— |

The herein-described frame or shelving for
tobaceo eaddies,consisting of the rectangular
frame comprising the vertical side-pieces or
uprights A A, horizontal top-sill D and par-
allel bottom-sill C, and diagonal boards or
partitions E E’, F ¥’ and G G’, forming dia-
mond-shaped compartments Hand H’ and tri-
angular compartments I, I’; J, J/, J® and J%;

'said diamond-shaped compartments being

provided, each, with a series of parallel in-
clined shelves; substantially as and for the
purpose herein shown and set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JAMES MADISON HODGENS.

Witnesses: :

H. LeE HocoTT
T. C. COLLIER.
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