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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE W. McKOWN, oF'BUﬁKEg HILL, EANSAS, ASSIGNOR TO THE AMERICAN
STEEL & WIRE COMPANY OF NEW JERSEY, OF RCBOKEN, NEW JERSEY, A CORPO-

~_ RATION OF NEW JERSEY.
1.117,0%75.

To all whom it may concern.: P

Be it known that I, Georee W. McKown,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Bunker Hill, in the county of Russell and

State of Kansas, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Fence-Posts,-

of -which the following is a specification,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings. ' ,

This 1nvention relates to fence posts and
has for its object to provide a fence post
formed of sheet metal of such thickness and
weight as is most suitable for the purpose
intended. '

A further object of the invention is the
provision of a metal fence post formed by
rolling a sheet of sheet metal into a cylin-
drical form which tapers from its top
throughout its length toward its bettom.

A further object of the invention is the |

provision of a fence post of the above stated
character which is of cheap and inexpensive
construction. is durable and of substantial
design and one to which any suitable form
of fence may be readily and quickly at-
tached. , :

A still fnrther object of the invention is
the provision of a fence corner post of the
above stated character which is adapted to
be braced by a brace or a pair of braces
secured at their upper end or ends to a
clamp arranged upon the corner post and
secured at their lower end or ends to a base
or a pair of bases embedded within the
ground adjacent the corner post.

A still further object of the invention is
the provision of a corner post braced by suit-
able braces comprising a clamp arranged
upon the post and a brace member adjust-
ably connected with ihe clamp at one end
thereof and having its other end removably
supported upon a suitable base arranged
within the ground. '

With these and other objects in view as
will appear, as the description proceeds, the
invention ‘Gomprises the various novel fea-
tures of construction, combination and ar-
rangement of parts as will be more fully
described hereinafter and sct forth with
particularity in the appended claims.

Referring to the drawings: Figure 1 is
a sectional elevation showing a wire fence
supported upon my improved fence post;

Fig. 2 is.an enlarged vertical sectional view
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of the end fence post and the clamp and 55
brace member attached thereto; Fig. 3'is a
sectional plan view taén on the line 3—3
of Iig. 1: Fig. 4 is an elevation of the post
clamp showing the posttion of the hook car-

ried therebv before it is bent into operative 6o

_position: Fig. 5 is an enlarged detail sec-

tional view of the lower end of the brace
member and the supporting base therefor;
Tig. 6 is a sectional plan similar to Fig. 8,
showing a modified form of clamping mem-
ber adapted to be arranged upon fence cor-
ner posts.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, A and B represent the end post and
a fence line post respectiveiy, npon which is
supported a wire fence C which may be of
any. suitable construction. The line fence
post B is of hollow cylindrical form.and
tapers from its upper toward its lower end,
as: clearly shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings.
This fence line post B is construected of sheet
metal and is formed by rolling a sheet of
sheet metal upon itself int6é cylindrical
form, the free edges of which ate slightly
spaced apart. Just prior to the rolling of
the fence line post into cylindrical form, the
medial portion thereof is stuck outwardly at
spaced intervals to provide a plurality of
vertically extending wire engaging hooks 1
which are adapted to receive the longitudi- 8
nally extending wires 2 of the fence C.

The fence end post A is of hollow cylin-
drical form and tapers from its upper to-
ward its lower end the same as the fence line
post B. This end post A is formed of sheet
metal by rolling a sheet upon itself into cy-
lindrical form, the free edges thereof being
slightly spaced apart from one another, as
The lower
end of the post A may be planted in the
ground or may be secured in'a concrete bhase
such as shown at 3. Arranged.upon the up-
per end of the post A is a clamp 4 which is
formed .of spring metal and is of cireular
form whereby it may be conveniently and
readily fitted around the post A. ‘The ter-
minal ends of the clamp. 4 are bent down-
wardly at subsiantially right angles to the
body portion of the clamp to provide aper-
tured ears 5 through which is adapted to be
passed a suitable clamping bolt 6, whereby
the ears 5 may be drawn together to clamp
the clamp 4 in adjusted position upon the
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end post A. The clamp 4 has formed at the
forward side, or that side opposite to the
clamping ears, a hook shaped projection 1,
the outer contour thereof being of arcuate
formation and provided medially with a
notch 8§ that extends inwardly of the hook.
The head 9 of a T 10 is adapted to be dis-
posed beneath the hook 7. When the head 9
has been so arranged, the outer edge of the
hool 7 is bent downwardly over the head 9
so that the shank 11 of the T seats within
the notch 8 formed in the medial portion of
the hook 7. From this it will be seen that
the head of the T is securely fastened within
the hook against vertical or lateral displace-
ment, and, yet by reason of the notch 8
formed in the medial portion of the hook
7, the shank 11 of the T may be moved ver-
tically within the slot during the adjust-
ment of the clamp and brace to the fence
post. The lower end of the shank 11 of the
T is connected to a stop collar 12 which has
projected from the opposite face thereof a
cylindrical stud 18 which is adapted to pro-
ject into one end of a brace member 14 which
in this instance is shown to be in the form
of a pipe. The stop collar 12 serves to limit
the inward movement of the cylindrical stu:l
18 within the end of the pipe 14. The brace
member 14 extends downwardly and has its
end resting against a suitably formed base

15 arranged within the ground adjacent the’

fence post ‘A. This base 15 may be of ce-
ment, rock, or any other suitable material

that will form a firm strong foundation for |

the brace member to rest upon. A support-
ing member 16 is arranged between the lower

end of the brace member 14 and the base 15

and is shown to consist of a right angular
or V-shaped portion 17 adapted to overlie
the upper edge of the base 15. Formed on
the outer portion of the apex of this angu-
lar member is a stop collar 18 from which
projects a stud 19, the latter extending inte
the lower end of the brace pipe 14, the stop
collar 18 limiting the inward movement of
the stud 19.

From the above it will be seen that I have
provided a novel form of end fence post
which is rigidly and strongly braced and
one which can be readily set up or taken
down when desired. In setting the brace up
the supporting member 16 arranged in the
lower end of the brace pipe 14 is placed
upon the upper edge of the base 15, the head
9 of the T 10 being arranged and disposed
beneath the hook 7 of the clamp 4 where the
outer edges of the hook 7 may be bent down
and around the hook 9 of the T to effectively
and securely hold the T within the hook 7
of the clamp 4 against vertical or lateral
displacement, it being of course understood
that the notch 8 formed in the medial por-
tion of the hook 7 of the clamp 4 allows
sufficient vertical adjustraent of the clamp 4,

1,117,076

or in other words, the head 9 of the T 10 is
permitted slight oscillatory movement with-
in the hook 7 in adjusting the clamp to the
desired position upon the fence post.

With a construction such as described it
will be apparent that I have provided means
for securing or bracing a fence post of the
above stated character in a very effective
manner.

In Fig. 6 will be seen a modified form of
brace adapted to be used upon fence corner
posts. This form of brace is provided with
laterally projecting hooks 24 and 25 which
are disposed at right angles to one another
upon the clamp 26. These hooks are iden-
tical in construction with the hooks 7 pre-
viously described and are formed and at-
tached to the T in the same identical manner
as those hereinbefore referred. to.

By the construction of a clamp such as

“just described it will be apparent that T am

enabled to securely and effectively brace a
fence corner post by a pair of brace mem-
bers 14 instead of a single one, as previ-
ously shown and described.

From the foregoing description taken in
connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, the advantages of construction and
the method of operation will be readily ap-
parent to those skilled in the art to which
the invention relates, and while I have de-
scribed the principle of operation of the
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invention, together with the device which -

1 now consider to be the best embodiment
thereof, I desire to have it understood that
such changes may be made when desired as
are within the scope of the appended:claims.
- Having thus described the invention, what
T claim as new is:

1. The combination with a fence post, of
a clamp adjustably mounted upon the upper
end of said fence post, said clamp being pro-
vided with a laterally projecting hook, a
brace member having an enlarged angular
head at one end for pivotal connection to
said hook, and the other end of said brace
member being removably supported upon a
base arranged adjacent to the fence post.

9. The combination with a fence post, of
a clamp adjustably mounted upon the upper
end of said fence post, said clamp beiug pro-
vided with a laterally projecting hook, and
a brace member having a T-shaped head at
one end thereof, said head being pivotally
connected to said hook, the other end of the
brace member being removably supported
upon a base arranged adjacent the fence
ost. : '
P 3. The combination of a fence post, an
adjustable clamp arranged upon the upper
end of the fence post and provided with a
laterally projecting hook, a brace member,
a T having the head thereof disposed be-
neath the said hook and ha¥ing.the shank
thereof detachably connected with one end
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of the brace member, and means for sup-
porting the opposite end of the brace mem-
ber upon a suitable base arranged adjacent
said fence post.

4. The combination of a fence post, an
adjustable clamp arranged upon the upper
end thereof and provided with a laterally
projecting hook, said hook being provided
in its medial portion with a notch, a brace
member, a T having the head thereof dis-

posed beneath said hook and the shank

thereof projected through the notch in said
hook, the shank of the T being connected to
the brace member, and means for support-
ing the other end
a suitable base adjacent the fence post.

5. The combination of a fence post, a
clamp arranged upon the upper end. of the
fence post and provided with a laterally ex-
tending hook, a brace pipe, a T having the
head thereof disposed beneath the said hool,
the shank of the T being provided with a
stop collar and a projecting stud adapted
to extend within the end of the brace pipe,
and means for supporting the lower end of

of the brace member upon |

-

the brace pipe upon a suitable base adjacent
the fence post.

6. The combination of a fence post of hol.
low cylindrical form, an adjustable clamp
arranged thereon and formed with a later.
ally extending hook having a notch formed
in the medial portion thereof, a brace pipe,
a T ‘having the head thereot ' disposed: be-
neath said hook whereby the outer edge of
the hook may be bent down and around the
head to secure and hold the latter for osecil-
lation, the shank. of the T being movable
in said notch and provided on itg opposite
end with a stop collar and a stud projecting

‘therefrom and adapted to extend within

the end of the brace pipe, and means for
supporting the opposite- end of the brace
pipe upon a sunitable base adjacent the fence
ost. : :
b In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses,
, GEORGE W. McKOWN,
Witnesses : '
Louis Bawker, -
JErRRY E. Drrscorr.

Copies of this

patent may he obtained for five cents each, by addressing the « Commissioner of Patents,

Washington, D, ¢.”
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