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This invention relates to bath apparatus, and

more particularly to- an improved shower stall
construction.
. An object of my invention:is to provide an im-
proved shower stall and storage closet construc-
tion particularly adapted for, but not necessarily
limited to, installation and use in-locations where
economy of space is an important factor, such
as: in house trailers and small apartment dwell-
ings.

A more detailed object in this connection is
the provision of a combined. shower stall and
storage closet construction wherein the storage
closet is mounted adjacent the shower stall, of
which it forms a portion and which is movable
in such a manner that it can be retracted to
occupy a position inside the shower stall so that
hoth the stall and the storage closet occupy a
space no larger than that required for the shower

stall alone when the shower stall is not being -

used. .
A further object is to provide a mounting for
the storage closet of such a nature that the closet

is subject to. being withdrawn easily and quickly

from the shower stall, thus making the shower
stall available for its normal use with a. minimum
of effort and expended time.

Another object is to. provide means for auto-
matically shutting off the water supply associ-

ated with the shower stall at all times except °

when the storage closet.is removed therefrom.

A still further object. is: to provide a shower
curtain and a supporting device therefor which is
drawn automatically into operative position
across. the front of the shower stall when. the
storage closet is. withdrawn therefrom: and. is
retracted into concealed position. within the
shower stall when. the storage closet is moved
thereinto.

It is a further object. of the invention to pro-
vide. a. combined shower. stall and. storage. closet
construction. of the: general character indicated
which. is relatively simple and. inexpensive and
yet. which is generally superior in. efficiency and.
serviceability.,

The invention possesses. ather objects.and. ad-
vantageous features, some. of which, with those.
enumerated, are set forth in: the following de-
scription of the invention’s particular emhodi~
ments which are illustrated in. the drawings ac-
companying and forming a, part of the: speci-

fication. The. form. of construction herein dis-.

closed has in actual use proven. to. be. very effi-
cient, capable: of facile and. rapid: operation, and
generally desirable in other respects. For these

2

reasons the details herein disclosed may be. con~
sidered as preferred. It should be mentioned,

' however, that while these details are hereinafter

40

45

50

&6

specifically described, variations may be effected
within the scope of the invention as claimed.

Referring to the drawings,

Figure I is a perspective view of a combined
shower stall and storage closet construction in-
corporating the principles of the present inven-
tion, illustrating one manner of installatiox
thereof which adapts it particularly for use in
a house trailer. This figure illustrates the inven~
tion with: the storage closet in retracted posi-
tion: within the shower stall.

Figure 2 is & view similar to Figure 1, but show-
ing the storage closet withdrawn from the shower
stall,

Figure 3 is a vertical, medial sectional view
taken through the combined construction of the
present invention in' a plane extending longi-
tudinally of the trailer, this plane being indi-
cated by the lines 3—3 of Figure I and the di-
rection of view by the arrows.

Figure 4 is a horizontal sectional view, the
plane of section being indicated by the line 4—&
of Figure 3 and the direction of view by the ar-
rows:

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 4, but with
the storage closet removed from the shower stall
as indicated in Figure 2.

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 4, but show-
ing a slightly modified form of construction.

Figure T'is a view similar to Figure 8, but show-
ing the storage closet withdrawn.from the shower
stall,

Referring first to the modification of my in-
vention indicated in Figures.I to 5. inclusive, my
combined shower stall and storage closet con-
struction. is illustrated as installed in the corner
defined by. the rear, wall T and the right-hand
side wall 8 of a conventional house trailer. If
should. be understood however that the construc~
tion, ferming the subject matter of the presens
invention is. not. limited: to. such manner of in-
stallation inasmuch. as, by a. simple rearrange-
ment. of parts, well within. the comprehension of
workmen. skilled: in the art to: which. this inven-
tion pertains,. it. can he- adapted. for installation:
in.a wide variety of different locations. However;
owing. to.the fact that.one of the salient.features
of the invention is. the economy of space which
it. effects,. it makes. available: g nearly ideal ar-
rangement. for use in. house- trailers and small
apartment. dwellings. where economy of space: is
a consideration of prime importance.
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The shower stall indicated in its entirety at 9
comprises a rear wall {1 which may be a con-
tinuation of the rear wall T of the trailer itself,
and a side wall 12 which similarly may well be
a continuation of the side wall 8 of the trailer.
The floor of the shower stall 8 is preferably in
the nature of a receptor 13 the surface of which
slopes downward to a drain. opening {4 in the
conventional manner. The top of the shower
stall 8 is preferably defined by a ceiling 16 which,
when the invention is used as a feature of in-
stallation in a house trailer, may conveniently
constitute also the bottom wall of a tank 1T for

10

the storage of water {8 for use in the shower. -

Thus it may be seen that the stationary por-
tions of the shower stall 8 include a rear wall {1
and but a single side wall 12. The opposite side
wall of the shower stall 9, when the shower stall
is in condition for its normal use, is presented
by a wall 21 of a storage closet 22 which is piv-
otally mounted, preferably by a “piano hinge”
23, for movement about a vertical axis adjacent
the edge of the shower stall’s rear wall {1 which
is remote from the side wall {2 thereof.

The stall 2{ preferably constitutes the rear wall
of the storage closet 22 inasmuch as the opposite
wall 23 is defined by a door hinged as indicated
at 24 to the forward edge of one of the two side
walls 26 of the storage closet. The storage closet
22 glso includes a top wall or ceiling 27 and a
floor 28 so that when the door 23 is closed any
material stored within the closet is adequately
protected from dust, moisture, or the like.

Since the axis of the hinge 23 is closely adja-
cent the intersection of the plane of the outer
face of the closet’s side wall 26 and the plane
of the inner face of the trailer’s after wall 1,
the entire storage closet 22 is subject to being
swung optionally from retracted position within
the shower stall 8§ as illustrated in Figure 1, or
to its Figure 2 position wherein the storage closet
22 is disposed alongside the shower stall 9, thus
leaving the shower stall § unoccupied and avail-
able for use for bathing. However, when it is
not desired to so use the shower stall 8, the
storage closet 22 can be swung back into the
shower stall so that the total space occupied by
both shower stall and storage closet is no greater
than that required for the shower sfall alone.

A shower head 31 preferably of conventional -

design is suitably mounted in operative relation
within the shower stall 8 so as to direct its spray
therein in a manner capable of affording the
greatest convenience to a person showering there-
in. In the modification presently being discussed,
the shower head 3! is disposed at an elevation
greateér than the highest portion of the pivotally
mounted closet 22 inasmuch as the latter is only
slightly smaller in its outside horizontal dimen-
sions than the inside horizontal dimensions of
the shower stall 9, with the result that the closet
22, in being retracted into the shower stall moves
into position directly under the shower head 31.
A valve 32 is interposed in the tubing 33 whereby
water is conducted to the shower head 3f, this
valve 32 comprising a housing 34 having a stem
36 which operates to open or close the valve by
moving through 90° or less, about an axis in
alignment with that of the hinge 23. Moreover,
the stem 36 is provided with a lateral exiension
31 which is rigidly secured to any suitable por-
tion of the storage closet 22 with the result that
when the closet 22 is moved upon its axis the
valve 32 is opened or closed, depending upon
whether the closet 22 is being swung outwards or
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inwards, respectively, with respect to the shower
stall 8. Accordingly, when the storage closet 22
is in retracted position within the shower stall 9,
means are brovided for positively preventing
leakage of water from the shower head 31 onto
the storage closet 22, which might otherwise re-
sult from carelessness on the part of the oper-
ator in shutting the control valve (not shown)
by which he normally regulates flow through the
shower head 3i{. However, owing to the fact that
removal of the storage closet 22 from the shower
stall is accompanied by opening of the valve 32,
it is necessary for the operator only to manipu-
late the said control valve in order to actuate the
shower head, when the storage closet 22 is with-
drawn from the shower stall.

I also prefer to provide a shower curtain 41
preferably of conventional design and maferial,
suspended from a suitable member 42 termed
herein a “curtain rod” even though it is of a
flexible nature. One end of this curtain rod 42
is affixed to the shower stall 9 adjacent the front
edge of its side wall 12 while the opposite end of
the curtain rod 42 is affixed to the storage closet
22 adjacent the front edge of the rear wall 21
of the storage closet. Hence, when the storage
closet 22 is retracted into the shower stall 9, the
rod 42 and the curtain 4{ suspended therefrom
are also withdrawn into the shower stall where
they both are substantially concealed by the
storage closet 22. However, when the storage
closet 22 is withdrawn from the shower stall 9,
the end of the curtain rod 42 which is carried by
the storage closet is swung outwards until the
curtain rod 42 is stretched substantially taut
across the front of the shower stall 9 as best illus-
trated in Figure 2, in which position it supports
the curtain in such a manner that it can option-
ally be drawn across the front of the shower stall
to prevent splashing on the floor outside the
shower stall, or drawn to one side.

The modification thus far described is adapted
for installation in a corner of a room inside the
space defined by the walls thereof, i. e., project-
ing into the room itself. However, Figures 6 and
7 illustrate a slightly modified form of construc-
tion adapted for installation in such a manner
that when the storage closet is retracted into
the shower stall none of the space defined by the
walls of the room is occupied by either the shower
stall or the closet. Here the shower stall 5§ is
defined by a rear wall 52 and two spaced side
walls 53 which extend inwards from the wall 54
of the room into which the shower stall 5{ opens.
The storage closet 56 is mounted as by a hinge
51 for pivotal movement about a vertical axis
adjacent the inner section of the inner face of
one of the side walls 53 and the outer face of
the room’s wall 54. In this instance the axis of
the hinge 57 is adjacent one of the forward cor-
ners of the storage closet 56 so that the closet
56 can be swung outwards from the shower stall
54 into position wherein it extends into the room,
but offset from the shower stall 51 as shown in
Figure 7. This type of construction requires that
the shower stall 5¢ be materially wider than the
storage closet 56 so as to provide the clearance
which is necessary to compensate for the arcuate
path traversed by the corner of the storage closet
diagonally opposite the hinge 57 as the storage
closet 56 moves into or out of the shower stall 51.
Accordingly, the front wall of the storage closet
22 includes an extended wing portion 81 wide
enough to extend across, and thus effectually
close, the front of the shower stall §1 when the
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storage closet 56 is swung into the shower stall
51, as illustrated in Figure 6.

I claim:

1. In a combined shower stall and storage
closet construction, a shower stall comprising a
rear wall and at least one side wall, a shower
head associated with said stall in position to di-
rect its spray therein, a closet pivotally mounted
for movement about a vertical axis adjacent the
edge of said rear wall remote from said side wall
and optionally infto said shower stall or out of
said shower stall into position wherein a side
of said closet serves as another side wall of said
shower stall, a flexible curtain rod secured at one
end adjacent the forward edge of said first men-
tioned side wall and at its other end to said closet
adjacent the edge of the rear wall thereof remote
from said axis, and a shower curtain suspended
from said rod.

2. In a combined shower stall and storage closet
construction, a shower stall comprising a rear
wall and at least one side wall, 2 shower head as-
sociated with said stall in position to direct its
spray therein, a closet pivotally mounted for
movement about a vertical axis adjacent the edge
of said rear wall remote from said side wall and
optionally into said shower stall or out of said
shower stall into position wherein a side of said
closet serves as another side wall of said shower
stall, and means operable by said closet in moving
into said shower stall for making said shower
head inoperative.

3. In a combined shower stall and storage
closet construction, a shower stall comprising a
rear wall and at least one side wall, a shower
head associated with said stall in position to direct
its spray therein, a closet pivotally mounted for
movement about a vertical axis adjacent the edge
of said rear wall remote from said side wall and
optionally into said shower stall or out of said
shower stall into position wherein a side of
said closet serves as another side wall of said
shower stall, means for supplying water to said
shower head comprising a valve housing, a stem
mounted for rotary movement therein, and tubing
connecting said housing to said shower head,
said valve being mounted on said shower stall
in position with said stem in axial alighment
with said axis of said closet’s movement, and
means connecting said stem to said closet.

4. In a combined shower stall and storage
closet construction, means providing a shower
stall, a closet mounted thereadjacent for move-
ment optionally into or out of said shower stall,.

a shower head operatively associated with said S0 1,731,746

shower stall, and means actuated by said closet
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in moving into said shower stall for cutting off
the supply of water to said shower head.

5. In a combined shower stall and storage
closet construction, means providing a shower
stall, a closet mounted thereadjacent for move~
ment optionally into or out of said shower stall,
a shower head operatively associated with said
shower stall, a valve controlling supply of water
to said shower head, and means for closing said
valve when said closet is moved into said shower
stall and for operating said valve when said closet
is moved out of said shower stall.

6. In a combined shower stall and storage
closet consfruction, means providing a shower
stall, a closet mounted thereadjacent for move-
ment optionally into or out of said shower stall,
a shower head operatively associated with said
shower stall, a shower curtain, and a flexible
curtain rod supporting said curtain and operably
connected to said close; to be moved into said
shower stall when said closet is moved thereinto
and to be drawn across the front of said shower
stall when said closet is withdrawn therefrom.

7. A combined shower stall construction com-
prising stationary side and rear walls intersect-
ing each other to define a rear corner of said stall,
a storage closet comprising a pair of spaced side
walls and front and rear walls, said closet being
removably receivable within said stall with its
rear wall adjacent and parallel to said rear wall
of said stall and with one of its side walls ad-
jacent and parallel to said side wall of said stall,
and hinge means secured to said closet at the rear
corner thereof defined by said closet’s other side
wall and rear wall, said hinge means also being
secured to said stall’s rear wall at a position
spaced from said side wall of said stall by a dis~
tance at least as great as the width of said closet
whereby said closet can be swung outwardly from
said stall-about the axis of said hinge means to
position said closet’s other side wall adjacent
and substantially parallel to said stall’s rear wall
with said rear wall of said closet extending sub-
stantially perpendicularly from said stall’s rear
wall to define the other side wall of said stall.
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