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United States Patent Office 2,939,946 
Patented June 7, 1960 

2,939,946 
DISPLAY CASE 

Frederick S. Holderle, Harvey C. R. Holderle,and Nor FWoideie, all of 339 Exchangest, Roch 
ester 8, N.Y. 

Filed May 13, 1957, Ser. No. 658,855 
1 Claim. (C. 240-6) 

This invention relates to a lighting canopy for display 
cases and has for its purpose to afford a structure for use 
in conjunction with cake, candy, pastry, and similar dis 
play cases adapted to be built up from separate Sections 
and to provide a practical and efficient structure for Sup 
porting a lighting canopy above the display case. 
A more particular objective of the invention is to pro 

vide means whereby such a canopy can be produced and 
shipped separately from the display case, and facilitating 
its being quickly arranged thereon and held securely in 
operative position on the case. 

Another object is to afford 
supporting means consisting of detachable bars or tubes, 
is securely and rigidly anchored in the base of the display 
case, with an arrangement that permits positioning the 
canopy by lowering it on to the supporting means, upon 
which the canopy rests by its own weight. 

Still another purpose of the invention is to provide a 
structure that can be economically manufactured, which 
does not interfere with the normal functioning of the 
display case, and which affords a pleasing and attractive 
appearance when in operation. 
To this and other ends the invention consists in the 

construction and arrangement of parts that will appear 
clearly from the following description when read in con 
junction with the accompanying drawings, the novel fea 
tures being pointed out in the claim following the specifi 
cation. 

In the drawings: 
. Fig. 1 is a view in front elevation, showing a pre 
ferred embodiment of the invention as adapted to one 
form of display case; 

Fig. 2 is a view in side elevation of the same; 
Fig. 3 is a horizontal sectional view on line 3-3 of 

Fig. 1 looking in the direction indicated; 
Fig. 4 is a horizontal sectional view on line 4-4 of 

Fig. 2 looking in the direction indicated; 
Fig. 5 is a vertical sectional view on line 5-5 of Fig. 4 

looking in the direction indicated; 
Fig. 6 is a top plan view of the canopy, and 
Fig. 7 is a vertical sectional view online 7-7 of Fig. 6, 

looking in the direction indicated. 
Referring more particularly to the drawings in which 

like reference numerals refer to the same parts through 
out the several views, the display case illustrated in 
cludes in general a bottom support 1 and a base 2 upon 
which is suitably mounted top and side transparent panels 
affording in general a front portion 3 and rearwardly ex 
tending side portions 4 between which are arranged the 
sliding doors 5 and hinged doors 6, thus affording a gen 
erally U-shaped display case at the rear of which is a 
shelf or work counter 7 between the doors 6 and behind 
doors 5. 

Such a U-shaped display case can be employed without 
additional sections, or additional sections can be added 
to extend behind the rear portions 4, and having the 
same width as the rear portions 4. Such additional sec 

a structure in which the 
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2 
tions would be suitably fastened to the rear portions 4 
of the display case. As many such sections as desired 
may be added, affording a complete U-shaped case with 
longer or shorter legs on either side as desired, and with 
an aisle between corresponding in width generally to the 
length of the counter space 7. 

It is desirable with any such arrangement to provide 
a lighting canopy which can be readily attached to the 
display case, and to accomplish this there are provided 
four tubular metal bars which are rigidly secured in the 
base of the display case and extend thereabove to support 
a lighting canopy on their upper ends. 
To accomplish this, four tubular metal bars 8 are 

mounted, as shown in Fig. 5, each of the tubular bars 
being similarly constructed and secured in place so that a 
detailed description of one will suffice. The base 2 of the 
display case is recessed to receive the bottom of a nipple 
9 which is threaded both interiorly and exteriorly, while 
10 is a threaded fastening sleeve that extends through an 
opening in the base 2 and engages the interiorly threaded 
surface of the nipple 9. The nipple 9 is securely locked 
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to the base by the sleeve 10 which extends through an 
opening in the base 2 and is held by a nut 11 threaded on 
the sleeve 10 and engaging the bottom of the base 2. 
12 designates an interiorly threaded sleeve that is 

threaded on the exteriorly threaded surface of the nipple 
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9, and is surrounded by a retaining tube 13 that may be 
welded or otherwise secured to the outer surface of the 
sleeve 12 or formed integral therewith, and affords a 
socket or receptacle for the bottom of the tubular bar 
8. The tube i3 extends above sleeve 12, and receives 
the lower end of the bar 8 which rests upon the sleeve 
12. 14 designates an electrical conductor extending from 
a power supply line through the fastening sleeve 10, 
nipple 9, sleeve 12, and thence upwardly through the 
tubular bar 8 to the lighting canopy and to the lighting 
elements therein as will now be described in more de 
tail. 

Each tube 13 is rigidly secured within a surrounding 
metal housing 15 by means of a metallic bracket or 
fastening plate 16, see Fig. 4, that is fastened to the hous 
ing 15 and to the base of the display case and is welded 
or otherwise securely attached to the surrounding tube 
13 in order to anchor the latter in position so as to pro 
vide means for holding the tubular supporting bar for the 
canopy securely in position. w 

Referring to Figs. 6 and 7, the canopy includes a gen 
erally rectangular top frame 17 formed of side and end 
angle irons welded or otherwise fixedly Secured together, 
while 18 designates lateral angle irons welded or other 
wise rigidly attached to the side angle irons, and 19 
designates lateral angle irons welded or otherwise rigidly 
attached to the angle irons 18. 
The lateral angle irons 19 have welded or otherwise 

rigidly secured thereto the sleeves or socket members 21 
which engage and rest upon the upper ends of the tubu 
lar bars 8 and thus support the canopy on the upper ends 
of the tubular bars 8. 22 designates a generally rectangu 
lar metal botton frame of the canopy that is attached 
to the top frame by metal corner portions 23, welded or 
otherwise secured to the top and bottom frames, while 
24 designates a corrugated translucent bottom wall sup 
ported on the bottom frame 22 and having openings 
through which the tubular bars 8 extend. 
The top frame 17 is provided at its edges with a sur 

rounding coping 25 suitably attached thereto and pro 
vided with spring elements 26 on its inner surfaces to 
receive translucent panels 27 that extend downwardly in 
an inwardly inclined direction toward the bottom frame, 
in which they are supported in pockets provided between 
the outer flanges 28 and inner clips 29 of the bottom 
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frame, thus affording translucent or transparent panels 
entirely around the four sides of the canopy, while light 
is projected through the corrugated translucent or trans 
parent bottom wall 24. The lighting elements are preferably in the form of 
tubes 29, each of which is supported on a control box 31. 
mounted upon metal clips 32 that are welded or otherwise 
suitably attached to angle irons 18 or 33, which are 
welded or otherwise attached to the lateral angle irons 
18 or otherwise rigidly supported on a portion of the top 
frame. 
The electrical conductor 14 previously referred to ex 

tends upwardly through one of the tubular bars 8 and 
thence to one of the tubular lamp control boxes 31, from 
which the electrical conductors 34 carry the required 
current successively to the four lighting tubes 29 through 
the respective control boxes. 31. 

In this manner there is afforded an extremely attrac 
tive and pleasing lighting canopy that can be shipped 
separately from the display case and tubular supporting 
bars, and quickly assembled by first placing the supporting 
bars in the retaining tubes and positioning the canopy 
with its four sockets 21 alined above the display bars. 8, 
then permitting the canopy to move downwardly onto the 
several tubular bars 8 upon which the canopy rests 
securely. - 

Where the display case consists of additional sections 

0. 

4 
on the lower ends of said sleeves and engaging the bot 
tom of the base, interiorly threaded sleeves engaging the 
exteriorly threaded surfaces of said nipples and ex 
tending thereabove, retaining tubes permanently attached 
around and extending above said last mentioned sleeves, 
a series of separate spaced tubular supporting bars hav 
ing their lower ends extending within and closely engag 
ing said retaining tubes and resting on said last mentioned 
sleeves, and a canopy including a rectangular top frame 
formed of side and end metal angle irons rigidly secured 
together, lateral metal angle irons rigidly Secured to said 
side angle irons, lateral metal angle irons rigidly secured 
to the first mentioned lateral angle irons and located 
therebeneath, downwardly extending metal tubular socket 

5 members rigidly secured at their upper ends to the last 
mentioned lateral angle irons and engaging the upper 
ends of said tubular supporting bars, a rectangular metal 
bottom frame spaced below and attached to said top frame 

20 

to provide a U-shaped case with longer legs or side por- . 
tions, the tubular bars 8 can be differently positioned 
and arranged on the base of the case, and the sockets 
or receiving tubes 21 of the canopy correspondingly posi 
tioned in a larger canopy for cooperation with the tubu 
lar bars of the base, but the construction and coopera 
tion between the tubular bars and the canopy sockets is 
the same as set forth above. 

While the invention has been described with reference 
to the particular construction herein shown, it is not 
restricted to the details disclosed, and this application 
is intended to cover such modifications or departures as 
may come within the purposes of the improvement or the 
scope of the following claim. 
We claim: 

. A display case including a base having openings therein 
and a recess surrounding each of said openings, a series 
of exteriorly and interiorly threaded nipples seated in 
said recesses of the base, exteriorly threaded sleeves ex 
tending through said openings and engaging the interiorly 
threaded surfaces of said nipples, fastening nuts threaded 
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by metal corner portions rigidly secured to the top and 
bottom frames, a translucent bottom wall supported on 
said bottom frame and having openings through which 
the tubular supporting bars extend, and translucent side 
and end panels supported between said top and bottom 
metal frames and inclined downwardly and inwardly 
from the top to the bottom frames. -- 
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