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3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).
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3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:
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N No required additionsal search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted

< to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.

PET/US2023/021158

Continued from Box No. lll Obsarvations where umty of Invention is lacking

This application cnntalns the following inventions or gmups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a sfn’Ie general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be pald.

Group |, claims 121 and 48-53, is drawn to a drying device comprising the central portion shaped to create a pressure gradient along
the central portion from the distal and portion to the proximal end portion ’

Group II, claims 22-33, Is drawn to a drylng device for use with an endoscoplc instrument, the device comprising: the central partion
having an outer diameter less than the proximal and distal end portions.

Groug Ill, claims 34-40, is drawvn to a drying device for use with an endascople instrument, the device compriging: the central portion
including a first section couplad to the proximal end portion, a second section couplad to the distal end partion and a third section
coupling the first and second sactions.

Group IV, claims 41-48 and 54-75, is drawn to a kit for cleaning and drying an endoscopic instrument, the kit comprising: a cleaning
device comprising: an elongate member configured for advancement through tha luman within the endescopit instrument.

The inventions llsted as Groupe |, 11, 11l or [V do not relate to a single general Invantive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 bacause, under
PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technlcal features for the following reasons: the special technical feature of
the Group I invention: the central portlon |s shaped to greate a pressura gradient along the central portlon from the distal end portion to
the proximal end portian as cialmad theraln Is not present In the Invention of Groups I, Il ar IV. The speclal technical featura of the
Group 1l inventlon: the central portion having an outer diameter less than tha proximal and distal end portions; and wherein the central
portion is shaped to increase a force applied by a fiuld within the lumen against an Intemal wall of the lumen as the cleaning member is
advanced through the lumen as claimed therein Is not pregent In the inventlon of Graups I, il or IV. The special technical feature of the
Group Il invention; the central portlon includes a first section coupled to the proximal end portion, a sacond section coupled to the distal
end portion and a third section coupling the first and second sectlons, wherein the third section has a dlameter less than the diamater of
the proximal and distal end portions and greater than a diameter of tha first and second sections as claimed thereln is not presant in the
invention of Groups 1, Il or IV. The special technical feature of the Group IV invention: a cleaning device comprising: an elongate
member configured for advancement through the umen within the endescapic instrument; and at least one drying member coupled to a
portion of the second elongate member, whereln the deanlng membar comprises distal and proximal end portiens and a ceniral porfion
between the distal and proximal end portions and whereln the central portlon is shaped lo create a pressure gradlent along the central
portion from the distal end poriion to the proximal end portion as claimed therein Is not present in the Inventlon of Groups |, lerlIl.

Groups |, II, IIl, and IV lack unity of invention bacausa even though the inventions of these groups require the technical feature of a
drying device oomprlsing an elongate member configured for advancement through a lumen of a device; at least one drying member
1 coupled to a portion of the eiocngate member, wherein the drying member cemprises distal and proximal end portions and a central
pertion between the distal and proximal end pnrflons this technical featura Is not a special technical feature as it does not make a
contdbution over the prior art.

Speclﬂcally, US 2022/0125287 to Miller et al. teaches a drying device comprising: an elongate member configured far advancement
through a lumen of a device; at least one drying member coupled fo a portion of the elongate member, wherain the drying member
comyprises distal and proximal end portions and a central portion between the distal and proximal end portions (systems and methods
are provided for drying one or more lumens within an endoscopic instrument, such as an endoscope. These systems and methods are
particularly useful for drying intemal tumens of an endoscopic instrument aftar reprocessing, para. 0042, The endoscope is disinfectad
and then the channels are flushed with alcohol and either hung up fo dry or dried with a forced air dryer. In a methed disclosed herain, &
tleaning device is advanced through one or more lumens of the endescopic instrument. The cleaning device comprises an slongate
member and al least one cleaning member coupled to a pettion of the elongate member. The cleaning membar(s) comprise distal and
proximal end portions and a central portion between the distal and proximal end porliens, para. 0050).

Since none of the special technical features of the Group |, 11, 1], or IV |nven1mns are found in more than one of the inventions, uniiy of
invention. s Iacklng
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