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(57) Abstract: Provided is a polylactic acid decomposition method with which polylactic acid can be decomposed while
suppressing energy consumption. This polylactic acid decomposition method comprises: a step for introducing, in a re-
action device, polylactic acid and an additive which is a mixture of one or more types of compounds selected from the
group consisting of alkali metal salts, alkaline-earth metal salts, alkali metal oxides, and alkaline-carth metal oxides (step
S3); and a step for retaining or kneading said polylactic acid and said additive under a condition where the moisture
content expressed by the following equation is 0.15-3.0% (step S4). Moisture content = Mass of moisture in the reaction
device/(Mass of the polylactic acid + Mass of the additive + Mass of moisture added from outside). Herein, the mass of
moisture in the reaction device includes the mass of moisture adhering to the polylactic acid and the additive and also the
mass of moisture added from outside, and the mass of the polylactic acid, as well as the mass of the additive, is the mass
including the mass of moisture adhering thereto respectively.
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