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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Frangnix Conawary,
citizen of the United States, residing at
Idarper, in the county of Harper and State
of Wansas, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Mail Delivering
and Receiving Devices, of which the follow-
mg is a <pec1ﬁcat10n, reference being had
therein to the accompanying dlawmo

This invention relates to mail receivers
and deliverers and has for its object the
production of an efficient device for receiv-
ing mail from a moving train and deliver-
ing mail thereto.

Another object of this invention is the
production of a delivering and receiving
crane which is provided with a laterally
swung arm which may be adjusted for use
with different size cars and may be swung
in an inoperative position when not in use,

Another object of this invention is the pro-
duction of a mail bag catcher or delivering
jaw which is adapted to catch a link carried
by the mail sack and held the same firmly
within its jaw portion.

With these and other objects in view this
invention consists of certain novel combi-
nations, constructions, and arrangement of
parts as will be hereinafter fully deseribed
and claimed.

In the acoompanymo drawings:—Iig-
ure 1 is a perspective view of the de-
vice illustrating the cranes which are placed
by the railroad track and the cranes carried
by the car which are used in combination
with the first mentioned cranes. Tig. 2 is a
top plan view of the device showmo the car

partly in section. Fig. 3isa detail p perspec-
tlve View of one of the laterally swinging
arms used in connection with the device,
Fig. 4 is a section taken on the line 4—4, of
Fig. 2. Tig. 5 is a section taken on the line
55, of Fig. 2. Fig. 6 is a side elevation
of the snap hook used in combination with
a mail sack showing the link member partly
in section.

Referring to the accompanying drawings
by numerals it will be seen that the device
consists of standards 1 which are placed near
the railroad. Xach of the standards 1 car-
ries a laterally swinging arm 2 by means of
the pivot member 3 near its upper end.
This laterally swinging arm 2 is provided
with a plurality of apertures 4 whereby the
length of the arm may be adjusted accord-
ing to the size of the car which is to be

used. In order to support this arm in an
operative position there is provided a chain
5 which is fastened to thé hook 6 near the
upper end of the standard 1. The laterally
swinging arm £ is provided with the squared
eyes T which are adapted to receive one end
of the chain for raising or lowering the
arm.

The L\tcmllv swinging arm 2 is provided
upon its inner end with a mail bag catch
or delivering jaw which comprises a dia-
mond shape finger 8 and spring arms or
jaws 9 posmoned upon each side of the
finger 8. The finger 8 is pivotally secured
to the end of the swinging arm by means
of a pivet member 10, and the spring arms
or jaws 9 are held upon the ﬁnoer 8 by
means of a rivet 11. The spring arms 9 are
provided with the bowed portion 12 which
extends inwardly as illustrated at 13 and
the outer end of the arm extends outwardly
in order to guide the link carried by the
mail sack within the pocket portion 14, and
in this manner hold the bag. Tt will be seen
that the bag is p‘omded with a link 15
which is connected to the bag by means of
the snap hook 16. When the link 15 is
caught by the finger 8 it will pass in over
the enlarged portion 17 of the diamond
shape finger and then down within the
pocket portion and will be held therein by
means of the spring arms and also by the
weight of the bag.

The device as used upon the car compuses
a crane which is provided with the base
portion 18 which is pivotally secured to the
floor of the car by means of the pivot mem-
ber 19. Near the outer end of the base mem-
ber 18 there is provided an upright 20 which
carries at its upper end the laterally extend-
ing arm 21 which is adapted to extend be-
yond the side of the car.

The mail bag catch or delivering jaws are
formed smnlally to the mail bag Catcher or
delivering jaws used in combination with
the htemlly swinging arm 2. It will be
seen that by use of the pivot cranes carried
by the car the device may be used upon
either side of the car and in either direction
as the mail bag catcher or delivering jaws
may be swung in either direction upon the
pivot member 10.

It will, of course, be obvious that in use
should the car happen to swing When receiv-
ing or delivering the mail, it should
swing so far as to allow the ﬁnoer 8 to miss
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the ring 15 one of the arms 9 will catch the
ring and hold the same within the pocket
portion 14,

Having thus described the invention what
is claimed as new, is:—

1. In a mail l)ao receiving and delivering
device of the class described comprising a
standard, a laterally swinging (Lr]ushblc
arm carried by said st andard adjustable
mail bag receiving or deh\*umo jaws car-
ried upon the inner end of said laterally

swinging arm, a car, a pivotally mounted
crane ¢ arucd within said car and extending

beyond the sides thereof, and mail bag de-
livering or vecelving jaws carried by said
crane and adapted to ce-act with the mail
bag delivering or receiving jaws carried by
said laterally swinging armm whereby mail
sacls may be transterred to and from rap-
idly moving trains.

2. In a mail receiving and delivering de-
';((l of the class described, standarvds, cach
of said standards pwndel with a laterally
swinging adjustable arm, each of said armns
provided with a plurality of apertures, each
of said standards provided with a pivot
member, the arm carvied by each standard
adupted to be mmod whereby said pivot
member may rest t within any one ()i said
apertures for adjusting the fength of said
faterally swinging arvm, said arm provided
with squdred receiving eves, means carried
by one of =aid eves for adjustably holding
said arm at any desirved height, mail bag ve-
celving or delivering jaws C‘ll’llCd by t the in-
ner end of said laterally swinging arm.
cranes adapted to be carried by the car and
pivotally mmmt{ 2l thereon, said ciranes ex-
tending beyond the side of ‘the car and pro-
vided with mail bag receiving or deln‘ermo
jaws whereby mail may be transferred to
and from rapidly moving trains.

3. In a mail bag receiving and delivering
device, the cnmbmaimn with a plurality of
standards, each of said standards provided
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with a laterally extending adjustably swing-
ing arm, said arm prm’lcled upon 1ts inner
end with mail bag receiving or delivering
jaws, said jaws comprising a diamond
shaped finger member, spring arms posi-
uonul on each side of said finger member
and carried thereby, said spring arms pro-
vided with a bowed pocket portion, the end
of said pocket portion extending outwardly
for forming a (‘mdlno‘ means wher eby a link
carried by the ‘mail sack will be guided into
S‘IId pocket portion and held therein by
means of said diamend shaped finger and
said spring arms, a secondary crane adapted
to be cavried by the car and pivotally se-
cured thereto, said last mentioned crane be-
ing plmlded with mail bag receiving and
deliv mmg jaws upon its outer end which
are adapted to co-act with the mail bag re-
celving and delivering jaws cavried by “said
swinging arm.

4. In a mail bag receiving and delivering
device, the combination with a plurality of
standarvds, each of said standards provided
with a laterally swinging arm, means for
adjusting the height of sald arm, said arm
provided upon its inner end with mail bag
receiving or delivering jaws, sccondary
crane members adapted to be carried by the

2 and pi\'n’mllv secured thereto, sald crane
1)1‘0\1(%([ with a base portion, an upright
carried by said base portion, said upright car-
rying a laterally extending arm upon its up-
per end, said arm extending beyond the side
of the car and provided upon its outer end
with mail bag receiving and delivering jaws
which are adapted to co-act with the mail
bag receiving and delivering jaws carried by
said laterally swinging avm,

In tostmmny whereof I hereunto aflix my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

FRANKLIN CONAWAY.

Witnesses:

W. R. Scorm,
Crras. E. KpLy,

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patcnts,
‘ Washington, D. C.”
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