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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
FRANKL IN CON AWAY, OF HAR PER, KANSAS. 

IVIAIL DELIVERING AND RECEIVING DEVICE, 

1,065,221. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented June 1,193. 
Application filed December 31, 1912, Serial No. 739,495. 

To all chon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FRANKLIN CoN AWAY, 

citizen of the United States, l'esiding at 
Harper, in the county of Harper and State 
of Kansas, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Mail Delivering 
and Receiving Devices, of which the follow 
ing is a specification, reference being had 
therein to the accompanying drawing. 

This invention relates to mail receivers 
and deliverel's and has for its object the 
production of an efficient device for receiv 
ing mail from a moving train and deliver 
ing mail thereto. 
Another object of this invention is the 

production of a delivering and receiving 
crane which is provided with a laterally 
swung arm which may be adjusted for use 
with different size ca's and may be swung 
in an inoperative position when not in use. 
Another object of this invention is the pro 

duction of a mail bag catcher or delivering 
jaw which is adapted to catch a link carried 
by the mail sack and hold the same firmly 
within its jaw portion. 
With these and other objects in view this 

invention consists of certain novel combi 
nations, constructions, and arrangement of 
parts as will be hereinafter fully described 
and claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings:-Fig 
ure 1 is a perspective view of the de 
vice illustrating the cranes which are placed 
by the railroad track and the cranes carried 
by the car which are used in combination 
with the first mentioned cranes. Fig. 2 is a 
top plan view of the device showing the car 
partly in section. Fig. 3 is a detail perspec 
tive view of one of the laterally swinging 
arms used in connection with the device. 
Fig. 4 is a section taken on the line 4 4, of 
Fig. 2. Fig. 5 is a section taken on the line 
5-5, of Fig. 2. Fig. 6 is a side elevation 
of the Snap hook used in combination with 
a mail sack showing the link member partly 
in section. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings 
by numerals it will be seen that the device 
consists of standards 1 which are placed near 
the railroad. Each of the standards 1 car 
ries a laterally swinging arm 2 by means of 
the pivot member 3 near its upper end. 
This laterally swinging arm 2 is provided 
with a plurality of apertures 4 whereby the 
length of the arm may be adjusted accord 
ing to the size of the car which is to be 

used. In Order to support this arm in an 
operative position there is provided a chain 
5 which is fastened to the hook 6 near the 
upper end of the standard 1. The laterally 
SWinging arm 2 is provided with the squared 
eyes 7 which are adapted to receive one end 
Of the chain for raising or lowering the 
2. 

The laterally swinging arm 2 is provided 
upon its inner end with a mail bag catch 
Or delivering jaw which comprises a dia 
mond shape finger S and spring arms or 
jaws 9 positioned upon each side of the 
finger S. The finger S is pivotally secured 
to the end of the Swinging arm by means 
Of a pivot member 10, and the spring arms 
Ol' jaws 9 are held upon the finger 8 by 
means of a rivet 11. The spring arms 9 are 
provided with the bowed portion 12 which 
extends in Wardly as illustrated at 13 and 
the Outer end of the arm extends outwardly 
in order to guide the link carried by the 
mail sack within the pocket portion 14, and 
in this manner hold the bag. It will be seen 
that the bag is provided with a link 15 
which is connected to the bag by means of 
the Snap hook 16. When the link 15 is 
caught by the finger 8 it will pass in over 
the enlarged portion 17 of the diamond 
shape finger and then down within the 
pocket portion and will be held therein by 
means of the spring arms and also by the 
weight of the bag. 
The device as used upon the car comprises 

a crane which is provided with the base 
portion 18 which is pivotally secured to the 
floor of the car by means of the pivot mem 
ber 19. Near the outer end of the base mem 
ber 18 there is provided an upright 20 which 
carries at its upper end the laterally extend 
ing arm 21 which is adapted to extend be 
yond the side of the car. 
The mail bag catch or delivering jaws are 

formed similarly to the mail bag catchel or 
delivering jaws used in combination with 
the laterally swinging arm 2. It will be 
seen that by use of the pivot cranes carried 
by the cal' the device may be used upon 
either side of the car and in either direction 
as the mail bag catcher or delivering jaws 
may be swung in either direction upon the 
pivot member 10. 

It will, of course, be obvious that in use 
should the car happen to Swing when receiv 
ing or delivering the mail, if it should 
Swing so far as to allow the finger 8 to miss 
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the ling 15 One of the arms 9 will catch the 
ling and hold the same within the pocket 
portion 14. 
Having thus described the invention what 

is claimed as new, is:- 
1. In a mail bag receiving and delivering 

device of the class described comprising a 
standal'd, a laterally swinging adjustable 
ai'm carried by said standard, adjustable 
mail bag l'eceiving ol' delivering jaws cal 
Jried upon the inner end of said laterally 
swinging alm, a cal', a pivotally mounted 
crane carried within said cal' and extending 
beyond the sides thereof, and mail bag de 
livering or receiving jaws carried by said 
crane and adapted to co-act with the nail 
bag delivering ol' receiving jaws carried by 
said latei'ally swinging arm whereby mail 
sacks may be transferred to and from rap 
idly moving t'ains. 

2. In a mail receiving and deliveling de 
vice of the class described, standards, each 
of said standal'ds provided with a laterally 
swinging adjustable arm, each of said arms 
pi'ovided with a plurality of apertures, each 
of said standards provided with a pivot 
member, the aim callied by each standard 
adapted to be moved wherely said pivot 
member may rest within any one of Said 
a petres for adjusting the length of said 
latei'ally swinging arii), said al'm provided 
with squared receiving eyes, means carried 
by one of said eyes for a distably holding 
said arm at any desired height, inail bag l'e- 
ceiving ol' deliveling jaws callied by the in 
nei' end of said latei'ally SWinging arm. 
cranes adapted to be cai'ried by the cal' and 
pivotally mounted the eon, said ci'anes ex 
tending beyond the side of the cal' and pro 
vided with nail bag receiving ol' delivering 
jaws whereby mail may be t'ansferred to 
and froin 'apidly moving trails. 

3. in a mail bag receiving and delivering 
device, the combination with a plurality of 
standards, each of Said standal'ds provided 
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With a laterally extending adjustably swing 
ing arm, Said arm provided upon its inner 
end with mail bag receiving or delivering 
jaws, said jaws comprising a diamond 
shaped finger member, spring arms posi 
tioned on each side of said finger member 
and carried thereby, said spring arms pro 
vided with a bowed pocket polition, the end 
of said pocket portion extending outwardly 
for fol'ining a guiding means whereby a link 
a Fried by the mail sack will be guided into 
said pocket portion and held therein by 
means of Said diamond shaped finge!' and 
said spring arms, a secondary ci'ane adapted 
to be carried by the car and pivotally se 
cul’ed the 'eto, said last mentioned crane be 
ing provided with mail bag receiving and 
delivering jaws lipon its outer end which 
are adapted to co-act with the mail bag re 
ceiying and delivering jaws carried by said 
SW Ingling alm. 

4. In a nail bag 'eceiving and delivering 
device, the combination with a plurality of 
standards, each of said standards provided 
With a laterally Swinging al'm, means for 
adjusting the height of Said arm, said arm 
provided upon its inne' end with mail bag 
receiving or delivering jaws, secondary 
ci'ane membel's adapted to be carried by the 
cal' and pivotally sectiled theireto, said crane 
provided with a base portion, an upright 
(a "fied by said base portion, said upright car 
lying a laterally extending al'm upon its up 
pei' end, said alm extending beyond the side 
of the cai' and provided upon its outer end 
with mail bag receiving and delivering jaws 
which are adapted to co-act with the mail 
bag receiving and delivering jaws carried by 
said laterally swinging alm. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 
signature in presence of two Witnesses. 

FRANKLN CON AWAY. 
Witnesses: 

W. R. SCOTT, 
HAs. E. KELLY. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washingtoll, D.C.' 
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