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No. 886,792.

Application filed June 25,

To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, RoseLL Gayron, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Denver, in the county of Miami and State of
Indiana, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Shoe-Lace Fasteners, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to shoe string fas-
teners of that type arranged to be clamped
over the bow on the shoe lacing or string so
as to prevent the same from untying.

The invention has for one of its objects to
improve and simplify the construction of de-
vices of this character so as to be compara-
tively easy and inexpensive to manufacture,
readily applied to lace shoes of any style and
convenient to manipulate.

A further object of the invention is the
provision of a shoe lace fastener in the form
of a clamp which is adapted to be applied to
the upper end of a tongue of a shoe in such
position that one jaw can be engaged .over
the outside of the shoe to the bow of the
lacing.

With these objects and others in view, as
will appear as the description proceeds, the
invention comprises the various novel fea-
tures of construction and arrangement of
parts which will be more fully described here-
inafter and set forth with particularity in the
claims appended hereto. '

In the accompanying drawing which iltus-
trates one of the embodiments of the inven-
tion:—Figure 1 is a perspective view of the
shoe, showing the lace fastener applied there-
to. Fig. 2 is a front view of the shoe lacing
applied to the tongue of the shoe. Fig.3isa
side view. Fig. 4is arear view. Fig. 5isa
similar view with portions broken away.
Iig. 6 is a front view of the wire structure or
frame of the device. Fig. 7 is a side view
thereof.

Similar reference characters are employed
to designate similar parts throughout the
several views.

Referring to the drawing, 1 designates a
shoe, and 2, the lacing therefor having its

ends tied into a bow 3 which bow is clamped -

by the fastening device designated generally
by 4 so that the shoe lacing is prevented
from untying. The fastening device com-

" prises preferably a single length of wire bent

into substantially U-shaped jaws 5 that are
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I connected together by a helical portion 6 that
forms a torsional spring tending to keep the
jaws closed. The ends of the wire are
formed into eyes 7 that are linked together
by a cross bar 8 extending through the spring
6. In order to improve the appearance of
the device, the latter is incased by a covering
9 of leather or other suitable material that
has its edges turned under the wire of the
jaws and secured by stitches 10.

. In'practice, the fastening device has one of
its jaws secured to the tongue 11 of the shoe
in any suitable manner, as shown in Figs. 2
to 5. In the present instance, a wire 12 is
passed through the tongue and also through
the covering of one of the jaws and the ends
of the wire looped back, as indicated at 13,
Fig. 5. In lacing the shoe, the tongue and
fastening device 4 are slipped to oneside until
the bow 3 is tied, after which the front jaw
can be sprung forwardly and the device and
fongue at the same time brought back to
normal position, so that upon releasing the
front jaw, it will clamp the bow 3.
thus be seen that the fastening is perma-
nently attached to the shoeand canbereadily
adjusted to permit the Jacing to be tied or
untied. The device will preferably be put
up for the market with coverings of different
colors so as to match the shoes with which
they are used.

. ¥rom the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawing,
the advantages of the construction and of the
method of operation will be readily apparent
to those skilled in the art to which the inven-
tion appertains, and while I have described
the principle of operation of the invention,
together with the device which I now con-
sider to be the best embodiment thereof, 1
desire to have it understood that the device
shown is merely illustrative and that such
changes may be made when desired, as are
within the scope of the claims,

Having thus described the invention; what
I claim is:—

A shoe-lace fastener comprising a single
piece of wire having its middle portion coiled
into a helical torsional spring and its ex-
tremities bent into rectangular flat jaws,
each jaw consisting of parallel portions dis-
posed at right angles to the coiled portion
and extending from the ends thereof, and a
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connecting portion between the parallel por-
tions and disposed parallel with the spring,
the extremities of the wire being formed into
eyes disposed at opposite ends of the coil;
and a straight bar passing through and of
greater length than the coil and having its
ends formed into eyes engaged in the eyes of

the said wire, in combination with a piece of

fabric ¢covéring both jaws and spring and sé-
cured only to the jaws, _ 10
In testimony whereof, I affix my signhature
in presence of two witnesses.
ROSELL GAYTON.
Witnesses:
Cras. JEOFFAS,
M. L. TrREaDWAY.
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