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The invention described herein, if patented, may be
manufactured and used by or for the Government for
governmental purposes, without the payment to me of any
royalty thereon.

The present invention relates to racks for holding uni-
formly shaped packages or cans in a plurality of segre-
gated stacks, and, more particularly, to a rack of this type
which can readily be adjusted to hold packages or cans
of different sizes in the different stacks, and which inci-
dentally provides a first-in, first-out system of storage.

The increased use of prepackaging or canning in the
merchandising of such products as foods has created a de-
mand for suitable shelving or racks for compactly storing
or holding the same in both commercial establishments
and in the home. In particular, a demand has thus been
created for racks to receive packages or cans of more or
less standardized shapes and sizes, so as best to display
the packages or cans and hold the same for ready dis-
pensation from the rack. Since packages and cans vary
in size, this increased use of prepackaging or canning
makes it desirable that the racks be adjustable to hold
varicus-sized packages or cans. While adjustable shelv-
ing has heretofore been used for storing cans or packages
of different sizes, this shelving commonly consisted of
horizontal shelves which could be raised or lowered to
vary the vertical spacing between the shelves, thereby per-
mitting packages or cans to be stacked one upon another
in vertical stacks or permitting the shelves to be accom-
modated to packages or cans of various sizes or to stacks
of various heights. However, packages or cans com-
monly had to be stacked in upright or end-to-end position
on these shelves, and the adjacent stacks normally were
not segregated from each other. This shelving was com-
monly fixed in place as by anchoring the same along the
walls of a building structure, or by constructing the shelv-
ing in the form of a floor stand. In contrast to this, in
the rack of the present invention, packages or cans are
arranged side-to-side in vertical stacks which are sepa-
rated from one another by panels or dividers that may
be adjusted as desired to vary the horizontal distance be-
tween adjacent panels and hence the size of the packages
or cans that can be received in the various stacks. These
racks may be built in any desired size from a small hand
portable type to large installations for commercial estab-
lishments.

Moreover, as an incident to the use of the racks of the
present invention, insurance is had that packages or cans
will be removed from a rack in the order in which they
were placed on the rack, i.e., on a first-in, first-out basis.
This is particularly desirable in the case of food products
to prevent retention of the same on the racks for undue
periods of time through oversight or accident, In addi-
tion, each of the packages or cans in each of the stacks
held on the rack of the present invention is visible, or a
sufficient part thereof is visible, to permit immediate iden-
tification of the packages or cans, thus reducing the likeli-
hood of the wrong package or can being taken from the
rack by mistake, or packages or cans being loaded in the
wrong stack, and also indicating at a glance which of the
stacks on the rack requires replenishment.

With the foregoing in view, it is an object of the present
invention to provide a new and improved rack for holding
or storing packaged or canned merchandise in cne or
more tiers of segregated vertical stacks, in each of which
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portions of the packages or cans in each stack are visible
at all times to facilitate selection of a desired package or
can and to make readily visible the condition of supply of
each stack,

Another object of the invention is to provide a new and
improved rack for holding or storing packaged or canned
merchandise which comprises 2 minimum number of in-
terchangeably usable parts of relatively simple form that
may be readily assembled and disassembled so that racks
can readily be adjusted to accommodate packages or cans
of different sizes.

A further object of the invention is to provide a new
and improved rack for holding or storing packaged or
canned merchandise having a maximum storage capacity
relative to the space occupied.

A still further object of the invention is to provide a
new and improved rack for systematizing the storage of
packaged or canned foods or the like so that a continuous
first-in, first-out system of using the stored merchandise
is assured without reshuffling the cans or packages.

Another object of the invention is to provide a new and
improved rack for storing packages or cans in vertical
stacks, the principles of which may be utilized in racks
of various sizes such as small hand portable wall racks
for use in the home, larger wall racks for more or less
fixed installation in the home or commercial establish-
ments, and large fixed racks for use in commercial estab-
lishments.

These and other objects, advantages and capabilities of
the invention will become apparent from the following
description wherein reference is had to the accompanying
drawings in which: )

FIG. 1is a perspective view of a rack embodying the
principles of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary view of a portion of the im-
proved rack shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged exploded perspective view of a
portion of the rack; and

FIG. 4 is a vertical sectional view on the line 4—4 of
FIG. 2.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the elements essential to
the invention are a suitable backing or supporting mem-
ber 16, at least two anchor rails 12, and a plurality of
side-wall forming and divider panels indicated as an en-
tirety by the numeral i4. The backing or supporting
member 10 preferably comprises a flat rigid panel of
wood, plywood, or light-weight sheet metal, such as
sheet aluminum. The dimensions of the backing member
are determined by the dimensions of the space that is to
be used for storage purposes, except for hand portable
wall-type racks in which the backing member preferably
is small enough so that the rack, when loaded, can be
handled by a single individual. The backing member 18
shown in FIG. 1 for illustrative purposes is of vertically
elongated generally rectangular shape and is designed to
accommodate two tiers of stacks across its face, as there-
in shown. This backing member could, for example, be
mounted more or less permanently on a wall or on a floor
stand, or it might be supported by suitable track or slide
structure to permit the panel to be moved into and out of
a wall-type storage compartment space in a manner analo-
gous to a sliding door. The backing member 19 might
also be hinged along one of its edges so as to be swing-
able from a readily accessible position into and out of the
way of position. It is contemplated that portable racks
for home use shall include a backing member of sufficient
size to support two tiers of relatively low vertical stacks.

The anchor rails ¥2 which comprise elongated metal
straps have their opposite longitudinal edges 16 and 18
offset from end to end thereof from the medial portions
thereof which are indicated at 20. For convenience in de-
scription, the upwardly facing offset edge in each rail 12,
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i.e., the lower offset edge in a pair of adjacent rails, has
been identified by the numeral 16, and the downwardly
facing offset edge, which is the upper edge in 2 pair of
adjacent anchor rails by the numeral 18. These offset
edges 16 and 18 are notched or kerfed to provide a series
of duplicate uniformly spaced notches 22 from end to end
of the upper edge 18 of each pair of adjacent anchor rails
and a series of duplicate uniformly spaced notches 24
from end to end of the lower offset edge 16 of each pair
of adjacent anchor rails. The upper and lower notches
22 and 24 in each rail are vertically aligned, and the indi-
vidual rails are correspondingly nctched so that they can
be interchangeably used. It will be noted that the upper
potches 22, i.e., those in the upper offset edge 18 are
deeper than the lower notches 24. The purpose for this
difference in depth will be described hereinafter.

The anchor rails 12 are fixed to the flat side of the
backing member 1@ in horizontally extending parallel ver-
tically spaced relation by means of a plurality of screws
26, for example, passing through uniformly spaced aper-
tures 28 in the medial portion 20 of the rails 12, the
medial portion 20 seating against the flat side of the
backing member 10 so that the offset upper and lower
edges 18 and 16, respectively, will be offset forwardly or
outwardly of the front or flat side of the backing mem-
ber 10.
 The side-wall forming or divider panels 14 may be
stamped from relatively lightweight sheet metal such as
aluminum, and each is somewhat shorter in end-to-end
Iength than the vertical straight-line distance between
the bottoms of each of the series of vertically aligned
notches in opposed offset upper and lower edges 18 and
16, respéctively, in the adjacent anchor rails 12 upon
which the panels are to be mounted. While the rack
shown in FIG. 1 is designed to hold two tiers of vertical
stacks of substantially equal height, and for that purpose
has three duplicate anchor rails 12 mounted thereon uni-
formly spaced from each other, the number of these
anchor rails mounted on the backing member will vary
Wwith the number of tiers of stacks it is desired to mount
on a single backing member. Moreover, the height of
the tiérs can be varied by varying the spacing between
the several adjacent pairs of anchor rails on a backing
member and the end-to-end length of the panels i4 to
corresporid therewith. It is also to be noted that the
uppermost_and lowermost anchor tails 12, such as 12a
and 12b ih FIG. 1, need not mecessarily be offset and
notched along both of their longitudinal edges, since only
one edge of each of these rails performs a panel anchoring
function.

- Although the panels 14 for the present embodiment of
the invention are of the same shape and size for the rea-
sons above stated, the outermost right and left-hand
pariels which have been numbered 30 and 32, respec-
tively, differ slightly in construction from the interme-
diate panels indicated at 34. Each of the outer panels
36 ard 32 has an inturned flange 36 on the réarwardly
faci’ng edge thereof. The intermediate panels 34 each
have a flange 38 extending from end to end to the rear
edges thereof, but these flanges differ from flanges 36
on panels 36 and 32 because they extend to both sides
of the rear edges of panels 34, as best seen in FIG. 2.
All of ‘these panels also have a flange on the front or
outer edges thereof, those on the outermost panels 30
and 32 which are indicated at 40 being inturned only,
while the flanges on the intermediate panels 34 which are
indicated at 42, extend to both sides of the front edges
of these panels. In FIG. 1, it will be noted that the front
flanges 40 and 42 on the outermost panels 39 and 32 and
the intermediate panel 34 each terminate at or are cut-
‘off somewhat short of the upper and lower edges of the
panels, the cut-off being at approximately the same dis-
tance from the top and bottom edges on each of the
panels. ‘Each of the panels 3¢, 32 and 34 are provided
with resilient stop rollers adjacent the lower front edges
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thereof, the outermost panels 3¢ and 32 having a single
roller 44 on the inwardly facing sides thereof, while the
intermediate panels 34 have rollers 46 and 48 on oppo-
site sides thereof. These rollers rotate upon an axis nor-
mal to the panels and are suitably fixed in apertures in
the panel.

In accordance with one of the features of the invention,
the end-to-end length of panels 30, 32 and 34 and the
depth of the upper and lower notches 22 and 24, respec-
tively, are preportioned to provide for mounting of each
of the aforesaid panels, such as one of the intermediate
panels 34 (FiGS. 2 to 4) upon backing member 16 by
engaging the upper and lower rear-edge portions of the
panels in aligned upper and lower notches 22 and 24,
respectively, and hooking the upper and lower ends of
rear-edge flanges 33 on this panel behind the opposed
offset edges 16 and 18 of adjacent anchor rails 12, shown
in these views. This is made possible by the fact that
the amount of the straight-line distance between the bot-
toms of any pair of vertically aligned notches 22 and 24
in the oppesed offset edges 16 and 18 on adjacent anchor
rails 12 exceeds the end-to-end length of panels 34 and
the amount the depth of upper notches 22 exceeds the
depth fo lower notches 24, both are slightly greater than
the depth of notches 24 in lower offset edges 16.

By virtue of this proportioning of parts, the panels 34
may be mounted on backing member 18 by first bringing
the top edge of the panel into alignment with one of the
notches 22 in the upper offset edge 18 and then sliding
the panel upwardly while the lateral flange 38 thereon
engages or hooks behind the offset edge 18 until the bot-
tom edge of the pamel clears the lower ofiset edge 16.
Panel 34 is then lowered into engagement with the notch
24 in the lower offset edge 16 vertically aligned with the
upper notch 22 in which the panel has been engaged with
the lateral flange 38 thereon ergaging or hooking behind
lower offset edge 16 until the panel comes to rest on the
bottom of lower notch 24. At this position of the panel,
its upper edge and the lateral flange 38 will remain en-
gaged or interfitted with the offset upper edge 18 so that
the panel is fixed to the backing member 1§. It may be
quiickly removed by reversing the steps above-mentioned.

1t will thus be apparent that the panels can readily be
mounted upon the backing member 10 at any position
desired leongitudinally of the anchor rails 12, or dis-
mounted therefrom. Moreover, since the several pairs
of adjacent anchor rails are uniformly spaced, the panels
30, 32 and 34 may be mounted on any adjacent pair of
anchor rails.

As best seen in FIG. 2, the front flanges 40 and 42 on
the adjacent panels 32 and 34 shown in that view par-
tially span the space between the front edges of these
panels so as to cooperate therewith and with the backing
member 16 and the lateral rear edge flanges 36 and 38
in defining vertically disposed channels 5& for receiving
packages or -cans indicated at 52 (FIG. 1) stacked one
upon -ancther, the cans normally being stacked ina side-
to-side position rather than end-to-end. By proper spac-
ing of panels 38, 32 and 34, cans of varying end-to-end
jength may be received in channels 5€ formed between
adjacent pamnels.

Stacks of packages or cans 52 are supported in chan-
nels 56 by the cooperative action of stop rollers 44, 46
and 48, and the lateral rear edge flanges 36 and 38 on
panels 32 and 34 (FIG. 2), which flanges cooperate with
backing member 1¢ to define the backs of the channels
50. These roliers are located forward of the backs of
the channels 5¢ a distance slightly less than the diameter
of the cans to be stacked in the channel or the frent-to-
rear measurement of the packages, so that the rollers 44
and 46, for example, engage the downwardly facing side
of the lowermost can 52 in channel 5@ slightly below the
portion thereof which is located outermost in a_ forward
direction, thus tending to wedge can 52 against the back

&
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side of channel 5¢ sufficiently firmly for the stack to be
supported by this lowermost can.

The cut-off or cut-out poriions of the upper and lower
ends of flanges 48 and 42 on the front edges of the adja-
cent panels 32 and 34, for example, define an inlet 54
and an outlet 56, respectively, for the channel 56 defined
between these panels. Because of the wedging action of
rollers 44 and 46, unintended escape or release of pack-
ages or cans through the outlet 56 is prevented due to the
fact that a package or can 52 can only be removed by
raising it slightly, i.e.,, far enough to clear the top side
of the aligned rollers 44 and 46 on adjacent panels 32
and 34.

It is to be understood that FIG. 1 is merely illustrative
of one form of rack embodying a backing member 16,
duplicate anchor rails 12 and substantially duplicate
panels 14. These same elements could, of course, be
used to form larger or smaller racks having one, two,
or more horizontally extending tiers of stacking channels
58, depending on the capacity desired, and the individual
channels could vary in width with respect to each other.
The rack disclosed in FIG. 1 is designed particularly to
be hung on a wall and to contain a small supply of the
several different canned items normally used in the home.

ecause of its relatively small size, this rack is readily
portable so that it can easily be moved from place to place
by a single individual.

In larger and more or less permanent installations, the
backing member could be more or less permanently
mounted on the building, or the anchor rails, instead of
being mounted on a separate backing member, could be
mounted directly to the side walls of the building. It is
also to be noted that a flat panel-like backing member
is not necessarily required. All that is essential is that
structure be provided upon which anchor rails could be
rigidly supported in parallel spaced relation.

While a preferred embodiment of the invention has
been shown and described, it will be apparent that varia-
tions and modifications thereof may be made without de-
parting from the underlying principles of the invention.
It is desired, therefore, by the following claims, to in-
clude within the scope of the invention, all such varia-
tions and modifications by which substantially the results
of the invention may be obtained through the use of
substantially the same or equivalent means.

Iclaim:

1. A rack for holding packages or cans in upright
stacks comprising a flat backing member adapted to be
disposed in a vertical plane, a plurality of anchor rails
fixed to the flat side of said backing member in parallel
horizontally extending relation, the opposed edges of ad-
jacent rails being outwardly offset from the plane of said
backing member and being uniformly notched to pro-
vide a corresponding number of elongated notches in
the said opposed offset edges the longitudinal axes of
which are in end-to-end alignment, a plurality of side-
wall panels, structure on the rear edge of said side-wall
panels slidably to engage in and hook behind the notched
offset ‘edges of opposed anchor rails when said panels
are at one position of transverse adjustment relative to
said rails releasably to anchor the said panels to said
backing member, there being sufficient play between said
panels and said rails and the notches in the upper of said
rails being deep enough to allow said panels to be raised
far enough in the upper notches to permit the lower edges
thereof to be held clear of said lower rail thereby per-
mitting the fop end of panels so held to be withdrawn
from or brought into engagement with said upper rail
and means at least partially spanning the space between
the front edges of adjacent panels to cooperate therewith
in defining channels to receive packages or cans in ver-
tical stacks including structure to define an inlet to said
channels and an outlet therefor.

2. A rack for holding packages or cans in upright
stacks comprising a flat backing member adapted to be
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disposed in a vertical plane, a plurality of parallel hori-
zontally extending anchor rails on the front side of said
backing member, the opposed edges of adjacent rails
being outwardly offset from the plane of said backing
member and being uniformly notched to provide a corre-
sponding number of elongated notches in the said op-
posed offset edges the longitudinal axes of which are in
end-to-end alignment, side-wall-forming panels, struc-
ture on said panels to interfit with the opposed notched
edges of the upper and lower rails in each pair of ad-
jacent anchor rails, the depth of the notches in said up-

er and lower rails in each such pair and the length of
said panels being proportioned so that the opposite ends
of the said panels will be interfitted with the opposed
offset edges of the upper and lower rails in a pair when
the lower ends of said panels rest on the bottom of
notches in the lower rail fixedly but releasably to anchor
said panels in vertically disposed parallel spaced relation
on said backing member and the upper ends of said panels
may be raised far emough in the notches in the said
upper rails to permit the bottom edges thereof to be
held clear of the lower rails thereby permitting the top
end of a panel so held to be withdrawn from
or inserted into interfitting engagement with an upper
rail and means at least partially spanning the space be-
tween the front edges of adjacent panels to cooperate
therewith in defining channels to receive packages or cans
in vertical stacks including structure to define an inlet
to said channels and an outlet therefor.

3. A rack for holding packages or cams in upright
stacks comprising a flat backing member adapted to be
disposed in a vertical plane, a plurality of anchor rails
fixed to the flat side of said backing member in parallel
horizontally extending relation, the opposed edges of ad-
jacent rails being outwardly offset from the plane of said
backing member and being uniformly notched so that
corresponding notches therein are vertically aligned, a
plurality of side-wall panels, means for removably
anchoring said panels in vertically disposed parallel rela-
tion on said backing member including a lateral flange on
the rear edge of said panels to hook behind the notched
offset edges of both the upper and lower rails in a pair
of opposed anchor rails when the lower edges of said
panels rest on the bottom of notches in the lower rail, the
notches in said upper rail being deep enough to permit
said panels to be raised far enough to disengage the
lower end thereof and the flanges thereon from said
lower rail before the upper ends of said flanges engage the
ends of the said notches in said upper rail so that the
said lower ends of said panels may be swung clear of
said lower rails thereby permitting the top end of a panel
so held and the flange thereon to be withdrawn from or
inserted into panel-holding engagement with said upper
rails and means at least partially spanning the space be-
tween adjacent panels to cooperate therewith in defining
vertical channels for receiving packages or cans in stacks
including structure to define an inlet at the upper end
of said channel and an outlet at the lower end thereof
and means to cooperate with said outlet in constraining
removal of packages or cans through said outlet to the
lowermost one of said packages or cans each time one is
removed.

4. A rack for holding packages or cans in upright
stacks comprising a flat backing member adapted to be
disposed in a vertical plane, a plurality of anchor rails
fixed to the flat side of said backing member in parallel
horizontally extending relation, the opposed edges of ad-
jacent rails being outwardly offset from the plane of
said backing member and being uniformly motched so
that cerresponding notches therein are vertically aligned,
side-wall paneis having upper and lower edge portions
receivable in aligned notches in the upper and lower
rails, respectively, of a pair of anchor rails and lateral
flanges simultaneously to hook behind the offset portions
of said rails fixedly but releasably to mount said panels
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in parallel vertically disposed relation on said backing
member, the side-wall panels being slightly shorter in
end-to-end length than the straight-line distance between
the bottoms of vertically aligned notches in opposed rails
but long enough so that the upper end of the flange on a
panel resting on its lower edge in a notch in said lower
rail will remain hooked behind the offset portion of said
upper rail and the notches in said upper rails being deeper
than those in the lower rail by an amount sufficient to
permit a panel engaged with cne of said notches to be
raised far enough completely to unhook the lower end of
the flange thereon from the lower rails so that by hold-
ing the bottom end of said panel clear of the outer side
of the lower rail the top edge may be withdrawn from
or inserfed into hooking engagement with the upper
rail thereby facilitating mounting of said panels on
said backing member and dismounting of the same there-
from and structure on the front edge of said panels at
least partly spanning the space between adjacent panels to
cooperate therewith in defining channels for receiving
packages or cans in vertical stacks, said structure being
conformed to define an inlet for loading said channels and
an outlet for unlcading the same.

5. A rack for hclding packages or cans in upright
stacks comprising a backing member adapted to be dis-
posed in a vertical plane, a plurality of parallel hori-
zontally extending anchor rails on said backing member,
a plurality of side-wall-forming panels, means for
anchoring said side-wall-forming panels in vertically dis-
posed parallel spaced relation at various positions lon-
gitudinally of said anchor rails including offset notched
structure on one of said parts and projecting flanges on
the other brought into and out of operative panel-holding
relationship in response to predetermined relative move-
ment betwsen the said parts, means on the front edge of
said panels at least partially spanning the space between
fhe adjacent panels to cooperate therewith in forming
vertically extending channels for receiving packages or
cans in stacks, said partial spanning means being cut-out
to define inlets at the top of said channels for lcading the
same and outlets at the bottom for removing packages or
cans and abutment-forming means adjacent the bottom
of said panels, the abutment-forming means on adjacent
panels supporting the stack housed in the said channel
formed thereby and cooperating with each other lightly
to wedge the lowermost package or can in a stack in
‘position in said channel and with the outlet to constrain
removal of packaged or canned merchandise from said
channel to the lowermost of the packages or cans stacked
therein.

6. A rack for holding packages or cans in upright
stacks comprising a backing member adapted to be dis-
posed in a vertical plane, a plurality of parallel horizon-
‘tally -extending anchor rails on said backing member, a
plurality of ‘side-wall-forming panels, cooperating struc-
‘ture on said rails and said panels to hook together when
the parts are in one position of transverse adjustment for
anchoring said panels in vertically disposed parallel
spaced relationship at various points longitudinally of
said anchor rails and to release said cooperating struc-
iture -from hooked-together engagement when the parts
are moved relatively to a second position of relative
-transverse adjustment, means on the front edge of said
panels at least partially spanning the space between the
adjacent panels ‘to cooperate therewith in forming ver-
tically extending channels for receiving packages or
cans in stacks, said partial spanning means being cut-out
to define inlets at the top of said channels for loading the
same and outlets at the bottom for removing packages or
cans and rollers on each of said panels, the rollers on ad-
jacent -panels on said backing member being axially
‘aligned to form abutments adjacent the bottom of the
channels formed between the said adjacent panels lightly
to wedge -the lowermost package or can in the stacks in
said channels -against said backing member, said rollers
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cooperating with the said outlets of said channels to limit
removal of packages or cans from said channels to one
at a time only, such one being the lowermost in the
stack in said channel.

7. A rack for holding symmetrically shaped packages
or cans in upright stacks comprising a backing member, a
plurality of anchor rails arranged in three or more ver-
ticaily spaced parallel horizontally extending rows on said
backing member and each having longitudinally extend-
ing edges outwardly offset from the flat side of said back-
ing member so that the immediately adjacent rails in
said rows of rails have opposed offset edges, said op-
posed edges being uniformly notched so that correspond-
ing notches in each pair of opposed offset edges in said
plurality of rails are vertically aligned, a plurality of sub-
stantially duplicate side-wall panels including structure
along at least the upper and lower ends of the rear edges
of said panels loosely to engage in and hook behind any
preselected pair of opposed notched offset edges when:
said panels are in one position of transverse adjustment:
relative thereto for anchoring said panels to said backing:
member and to be releasable from engagement with one:
of said offset edges when said panels are at another posi--
tion of transverse adjustment relative to said offset edges:
so that said panels may then be canted to a position to:

ermit removal of the same from interengagement with:
the second of said offset edges or interengagement there--
with thereby to provide for mounting of said panels in:
parallel relation upon any pair of opposed offset edges in:
the rows of rails on said backing member or dismounting;
of the same therefrom and means at least partially span-
ning the space between the front edges of adjacent panels
on said backing member to cooperate therewith in de-
fining channels to receive packages or cans in vertical
stacks including structure to define an inlet to said chan-
nels and an outlet therefor.

8. Rack structure for mounting on a backing member
to form one or more channels for holding symmetrically
shaped packages or cans in vertical stacks comprising a
plurality of duplicate elongated anchor rails each hav-
ing longitudinal edges correspondingly offset relative
to their medial portions from end-to-end thereof, the said
offset edges being uniformly notched at relatively closely
spaced intervals, means for anchoring said rails on said
backing member in horizontally extending paraile]l spaced
relationship so as to bring the offset edges of the upper
and lower rails in each pair of adjacent rails into op-
posed relationship and the corresponding notches therein
into vertical alignment, a plurality of side-wall-forming
panels each having structure including a lateral flange
on the rear edge thercof to interfit with the opposed off-
set notched edges of adjacent rails when the panels are
in one position of transverse adjustment relative to said
rails for anchoring the same thereto in parallel vertically
extending spaced relation and to be releasable from in-
terfitting relation with one of said rails when the panels
are in a second position of transverse adjustment relative
thereto so that the panels may be canted info a position
to permit removal of the same from interfitting relation
with the second of said rails or insertion into interfitting
engagement therewith, lateral flanges on the frent edge
of said panels at least partially spanning the space be-
tween each pair of adjacent panels to cooperate therewith
and with said rear edge flanges in defining a vertically
extending channel in which packages or cans may be
stacked, said lateral front edge flanges being conformed
io define an inlet at the top of the said channel for load-
ing the same and an outlet at the bottom for removing
packages therefrom and abutment-forming means  ad-
jacent the bottom edge of each of said panels, the abut-
ment-forming means on adjacent panels cooperating with
each other to support the stack housed between the said
panels and with said outlet to limit removal of packages
or cans from said channel to the lowermost of the pack-
ages or cans.in said stack.
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9. A rack for holding packages or cans in uniform
rows or stacks comprising flat base structure, a plurality
of anchor rails fixed to said flat base structure in lon-
gitudinal parallel relation to each other, the opposed
edges of adjacent rails being outwardly offset from the
plane of said base and being uniformly notched so that
corresponding notches therein are disposed in end-to-
end aligned relation, a plurality of partitioning panels
and means for removably anchoring said panels to said
base structure in planes normal thereto and in parallel
relation to each other including peripheral flanges on
corresponding longitudinal edges of said panels inter-
lockingly to engage with aligned notches in the opposed
offset edges of adjacent anchor rails when one of the
ends of said panels abut against the bottoms of slots in
the offset edge of one of said anchor rails, the notches
in the offset edge opposed to the first mentioned offset
edge being deep enough and the panels being of a length
to permit the said panels to be moved far enough into
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the said latter notches to disengage the panels from the
notches in the first mentioned opposed edge so that the
disengaged end of any of said panels may be canted in a
direction and far enough to clear the said first mentioned
offset edge thereby permitting the opposite ends of panels
so canted to be withdrawn from or inserted into interen-
gagement with said second offset edge.
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