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To all whom it may concern:

.Be it known that I, Wirriam H. NICHOLS,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Bos-
ton, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Sash-Fasteners, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming a part of this
specification, in explaining its nature.

The invention relates to a sash-fastener
having two principal parts, one of which isin
the form of a loop, staple, or hook and is se-
cured to the meeting-rail of the upper sash,
and the other of which is in the form of a
lifting locking lever or bar which engages the
staple, loop, or hook in the act of fastening
and is earried by the upper meeting-rail of
the lower sash,

Referring now more particularly to the
drawings, Figure 1 represents in perspective
the staple, loop, or hook member which is en-
gaged by thelifting locking barorlever. The
meeting-rails are not shown, although the
serews for securing the parts to each other
are. Fig. 2 is a view in perspective of the
loop, staple, or hook member. Figs. 3, 4, and
5 are views in perspective of the stand for
thelock, the locking bar orlever, and the lock-
ing-bar retainer, respectively. Fig. 6 repre-
sents in perspeective the two members of the
fastener disengaged.

A is a stand fastened to the upper surface

- of the upper meeting-rail of the lower sash.
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It has earsextending from its base for receiv-
ing screws by which it is attached to the rail.
It also has a vertical cavity, socket, or recess
in which the locking bar or lever is adapted
to swing.

B is the locking bar orlever. Itis pivoted
at B to the top of the stand,and it is adapted
to be swung or to be moved from a vertical
position when in the stand-socket and out of
line with the meeting-rail of the upper sash
to an inclined or very nearly horizontal posi-
tion, which brings its end upward beneath the
staple, loop, or hook to engage and hold it.
(See Fig. 1.) The locking bar or lever may
be heldin this engaged position by a retainer
Cor by a wire link or hook or in any other
desired way.

‘Where the retainer C is used, as in Figs. 1

and 6, I prefer that the locking bar or lever
have a shoulder b and that the retainer be
pivoted at E to the stand and have two arms,
one of which closes under the locking bar or
lever tothe shoulder]b in pushing the locking
bar or lever outward and upward, and the
other of which forms a thumb-piece or handle
by means of which the retainer may be moved
and which extends forward from the stand.
With this construction the downward move-
ment of the thumb-pieceof theretainer causes
its inner end to ride on the under surface of
thelocking baror lever untilit has been lifted

to the position represented in Fig. 1, when-
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the parts assume such a position in relation -

to each other that the retainer acts as a lock
in rigidly holding the loecking bar or lever B
after its engagement with the shaft.

Upon the movement of the retainer in the
opposite direction or from its locking posi-
tion the parts assume the position represented
in Fig. 2 and the locking bar or lever drops
or swings back by gravity to the recess within
the stand. The end b’ of the locking bar or
lever is in the form of a toe having an in-
clined surface b? and this surface coming in
contact with the upper part of the staple, loop,
or hook serves to draw the staple, loop, or
hook toward the stand and thereby acts to
draw the two meeting-rails and the sashes
together. The toe also forms an npwardly-
extending deviee over which the staple, loop,
or hook cannot ride.

It will be seen that in operation the locking
barorlever Bis swang upward from its socket
or hole, so that its outer end engages the sta-
ple, loop, or hook of the upper window-sash
and thereby draws and securely locks the
sashes together.

Upon theunlocking of the window the lock-
ing-bar, being released, falls by gravity into
the socket or stand, thus providing a clear

passage for the free passing of the sashes by ¢

each other and affording no chance of injury
to either.

The construction is simple, adjustable to
various conditions, and provides a fastener
which cannot readily be operated from the
outside.

Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States~ o
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In a sashfastener the combination of ahook,
loop or staple secured to the meeting rail of
one of the window sashes, a stand A secured
to the meeting rail of the other sash and hav-
ing two uprights, a swinging locking bar or
lever pivoted to the uprights at their upper
ends and having its back shaped to provide
a surface against which a lifting, locking
latch may operate to lift it and loek it, and

10 said lifting and locking latch pivoted to the
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stand and co-acting with the locking bar or
lever to liftitinto engagement with the hook,
loop or staple and to lock it at the end of
said lifting movement, substantially as de-
scribed.

WILLIAM H. NICHOLS.

Witnesses:
-F. F. RAYMOND, 2d,
J. M. DOLAN.




