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Application filed April 15, 1895. Serial No. 545,766, (No model.) 

To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, LEVIL. PLETCHER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Mc 
Connelsville, in the county of Morgan and 
State of Ohio, have invented a new and use 
ful Combined Hinge and Catch, of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to combined hinges 

and catches for lids, caps, or plates for cof 
fins, caskets, boxes and similar articles, and 
the object in view is to provide a new and use 
ful construction of combined hinge and catch 
and simple and improved means for mount 
ing the parts of the device upon the box or 
casket. 

Further objects and advantages of this in 
vention will appear in the following descrip 
tion, and the novel features thereof will be 
particularly pointed out in the appended 
claim. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a portion of a box or casket with a 
hinge and a catch constructed in accordance 
With my invention mounted in the operative 
position thereon. Fig. 2 is a detail vertical 
section of the hinge. Fig. 3 is a similar view 
of the catch, showing the parts engaged. Fig. 
4 is a detail view in perspective of the parts 
of the hinge disconnected. Fig. 5 is a detail 
View in perspective of the escutcheon shown 
in an inverted position. Fig. 6 is a detail 
vertical section of the escutcheon arranged in 
position in a socket provided for its recep 
tion and a clinching-tool arranged in position 
Within an escutcheon to force the spurs into 
engagement with the sides of the socket. 

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor 
responding partsin all the figures of the draw 
lingS. 

1 designates a bearing-plate forming one 
member of the hinge, which islet into or coun 
tersunk in the under surface of a cover or 
lid, such as that indicated at 2, said plate hav 
ing an inclosed cavity 3, in which is mounted 
the disk-like head 4 of a hook-stud 5, the hook 
of which is adapted to engage an escutcheon 
7 arranged in an opening or socket 8 in the 
upper edge of a side of the box 9. Forming 
part of the hook and extending laterally there 
from is an operating-lever 10, which extends 
through a suitable openingformed in the edge 
of the bearing-plate and is exposed to provide 

for the adjustment of the hook to engage or 
disengage the opening in the escutcheon. 
A keyhole-slot 11 is formed in the upper or 

outer end of the escutcheon, and integral with 
this outer end is a flange or shell 12 terminat 
ing at diametrically-opposite points in spur's 
13 for engagement with the sides of the open 
ing or socket provided for the reception of 
the escutcheon. Suitable shoulders 14 and 15 
are formed in the escutcheon for engagement 
by the hook, said shoulders being at different 
distances from the plane of the upper Sur 
face of the escutcheon to provide for the use 
of the device in connection with a lid when 
provided with a fabric covering or not. It 
is obvious that when a covering is employed 
on the box or casket the hook will not extend 
as far into the escutcheon as when the mate 
rial forming the box or casket is uncovered, 
and hence the shoulder which is adjacent to 
the plane of the upper surface of the escutch 
eon must be employed. 
The opening or socket for the reception of 

the improved escutcheon being circular is 
preferably formed by means of an auger of 
which but one cut is necessary, and after the 
escutcheon has been fitted in the opening thus 
formed it is fastened by bending or deflect 
ing the securing-spurs 13 out Ward to engage 
the walls or sides of the opening or socket. 
This bending or deflecting of the securing 
spurs may be effected in any suitable way; 
but in Fig. 5 I have shown a clinching-tool 
16 designed especially for this purpose and 
consisting of a handle 17, a head 18, and a 
stem. 19, adapted to be inserted through the 
opening in the upper end of the escutcheon 
and terminating at its lower end in a projec 
tion 20 to bear against and press the spur out 
ward when the outer end of the handle is de 
pressed and struck in the direction of the 
length of the handle. 

It will be seen that the improved escutcheon 
may be mounted without the aid of chisels or 
gouges and that when arranged in place the 
securing devices are not exposed. By this ar 
rangement thereislessliability of the escutch 
eon becoming detached, and at the same time 
the appearance of the article in connection 
with which the hinge or catch is employed is improved. 
The shoulders in the escutcheon for engage 

55 

75 

OO 

  



O 

ment by the hook are inclined or beveled, as 
will be seen by reference to the drawings, 
whereby as the hooks are turned to engage 
such shoulders the lid is drawn tightly down 
upon the edge of the box or casket. 
From the above description it will be ob 

vious that the hinge is reversible, or, in other 
words, a box or casket provided with the im 
proved hinge may bearranged in either of two 
positions and may be released at either edge 
to obtain access to the box. This reversibility 
of the device provides for its use under many 
conditions where a hinge of the ordinary con 
struction would interfere with the proper op 
eration of the parts. 
Various changes in the form, proportion, 

and the minor details of construction may be 
resorted to without departing from the spirit 
or sacrificing any of the advantages of this in 
vention. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim is 

555,583 

In a combined hinge and catch, the combi 
nation of an escutcheon having a circular shell 
adapted to fit in a circular opening or socket 
and terminating at diametrically - opposite 
points in laterally-bent spurs engaging the 
sides of said opening or socket, said circular 
shell being provided with diametrically-oppo 
site beveled shoulders which are disposed at 
different distances from the plane of the up 
per surface of the escutcheon, and a bearing 
plate carrying a rotary hook-stud, the hook 
of which is adapted to be turned into engage 
ment with either of said shoulders, substan 
tially as set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

LEVIL. PLETCIER. 
Witnesses: 

PERLEY B. DAVIS, 
AARON R. DEWEES. 
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