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To all whom it may concermn: ,

Be it known that I, WILLIAM M. SKELTON,
a citizen of the United States,and a resident
of Lebanon,in the county of Boone and State
of Indiana, have invented certain new and
useful Improvemerts in Wire-Tighteners for
Fences; and I do declare the following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such aswill enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of
this specification. : -

Figure 1 of the drawings is a vertieal cen-
tral section. Fig. 2 is a top view.

This invention has relation to wire-tight-
eners for fences; and it consists in the novel
construetion thereof,as hereinafter set forth.

In the accompanying -drawings, illustrat-
ing the invention, the letter A designates a
ratchet device, which comprises the case or
housing formed in two longitudinal sections
snitably secured together and cut away at
the center to form the open chamber B. Ar-
ranged in this chamber is a spool C, having
its ends journaled in the sides of the case or
On each end of this spool, inside
the casing, is a ratchet-wheel D, arranged to
turn with'the spool. A single gravity-pawl

- E,hung in one end of the casing, engages
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the teeth of the ratchet and prevents the
backward movement of the spool, or sepa-
rate pawls may be employed, The pawl K ig
loosely held in the casing, resting against the
concave end thereof. Afits rear portion it
is bifurcated to permit the passage of the
wiretherethrough. The spool hasasquare.or
angular aperture extending entirely through
it longitudinally to permit the insertion of a
crank for turning the same. One end of the
wire is attached to the device by passing it
through an aperture in one end of the hous-
ing and securing it to the bolt connecting
the two sections of the housings at that end.
The other end of the wire is passed through
an aperture in the opposite end of the hous-
ing, and is connected to the spool so that
when the spool is turned the slack wiil be
wound thereon. _

In first taking up the slack and applying
the device to the wire I employ the clamps

H for holding the wire. These clamps con-
sist each of the plates or strips & A’, which
serve as jaws, held together at one end by a
bolt K, the nut of which may be loosened to
permit the angle at which the jaws stand to
each other to be changed to hold different
sizes of wire. 'T'wo of these clamps H H’ are
required in applying the ratchet device, as
illustrated in the drawings, and the operation
and manner of attachment is as follows: To
one end of the jaws i of the clamp H is se-
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cured a wire or cord s, which is passed up and -

runs through and bears in an oblique slot p
in-the upper edge of the jaw 1/, thence to and
connected with one end of the ratchet-tight-
ener. To clamp H’ on the opposite side of
the ratchet-tightener a cord s’ is similarly
connected, which passes through the aperture
in the end of the housingand is connected to
the spool. The wire to be tightened is held
between the two clamps. By now turning
the ratchet-spool the slack will be drawn up,
and the ratchet is permanently applied by
cutting the wire and connecting the ends
thereto, as hereinbefore deseribed. :

In Fig. 2 I have shown the tightener as
permanently attached to a wire, and in Fig.
1T have shown the manner in which suffi-
cient slack is first taken up in the wire to
permit permanent attachment of the tight-
ener.

Having described my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The wire-tightener comprising the case
or housing formed in two longitudinal sec-
tions cut away at the center to form a cham-
ber B, a spool hung in said chamber and hav-
ing its ends or shaft journaled in the sides
thereof, said spool having au angular wrench-
seat therein, a ratchet on each end of said
spool inside the housing, a loose bifurcated
pawl resting against the inner concave end
of the housing and adapted to engage both
ratchets, and the end bolts connecting said
sections, substantially as specified.

2. A device fortaking up slack, comprising
the case or housing formed in two longitudinal
sections cutaway toform achamber, a spoolin
said chamber and journaled in thesidesthere-
of, a ratchet on each end of said spool inside
the housing, a loose bifurcated pawl resting
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against the inner concave end of the housing
and adapted to engage both ratehets, and the
end bolts connecting said sectiong,in comDbi-
nation with the clamps H H’, comprising each
§ two jaws pivotally connected at.one end and
arranged to clamp the wire to be tightened
between them, a wire or cord s, connected to
an aperture in one of the jaws of one clamp
and passing upwardly and through a notch
1o in the other jaw, thence to and connected to

&

one of the end bolts of the housing, and a
wireor cord s’,similarly connected at one end
to the other clamp and at its opposite end to
said spool, substantially as specified.
Intestimony whereof Iaffix my signaturein 13
presence of two witnesses. .
WILLIAM M. SKELTON.
Witnesses:
WiLLiAM R. MCINTIRE,
PERRY C. SUIGGETT.




