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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that X, Davio L. NEwcoMmB, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Los
Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles and
State of California, have invented a new
and useful Mechanical Ballot, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to a ballot for that
class of voting machines invented by me and
veferred to and which comprises independ-
ent and detached means in the nature of a
mechanical ballot constructed to be arranged
Ly the voter to indicate the vote he desives
to cast, and means constructed to be oper-
ated thereby to register the vote so indicated,
whereby each voter may be furnished at the
polls with an independent detached ballot
he can privately fix to indicate his vote while
other voters are arranging like ballots
which they have been furnished, and when
any voter has so fixed his ballot the same can
be applied to the registering mechanism to
register the vote; the principle of said vot-
ing machines being that the ballot is a me-
chanical means which is independent of and
detached from the registering means so that
the preparation of any ballot does not inter-
fere with the casting of any other ballot, set
forth in my applications for patents filed in
the United States Patent Oftice as follows:
Serial Numbér 725,728, filed July 31, 18993
allowed May 25, 1900; renewed April 14,
1902; Ser. No. 102,916; Serial Number
107.359, filed May 14, 1902; Serial Number
111,561, filed June 18, 1902; Serial Number
161,773, filed June 17, 1903; patented March
17, 1908, No. 882,160; and in applications for
patents for mechanical ballots filed by me in
the United States Patent Office as follows:—
Serial No. 48,521, filed Feb. 23, 1901; al-
lowed Sept. 12, 1902; patented May 1, 1906,
No. 819,306 ; renewed Sept. 6, 1904 ; Ser. No.
293,497; Ser. No. 167,921, filed August 1,
1903 ; patented March 10, 1908, No. 881,821
Ser. No. 209,281, filed May 23, 1904; Ser.
No. 229,998, filed Oct. 25, 1904, with Harry
A. Brooks, and in which class an independ-
ent and separate portable and detachable
mechanical ballot is employed to actuate
counters or registering mechanisms, said bal-
lot being an element of the voting machine.

In using a mechanical ballot it 1s desirable
that each ballot be self-contained; that is,
there should be no detached or separate

Specification of Letters Patent.
Application filed October 10, 1905.

Patented Feb. 1, 1910.
Serial No. 282,111,

pieces which are apt to become lost or mis-
placed and thereby prevent the proper oper-
ation or preparation of the ballot. It is also
desirable that said members be returned to
their normal position before the ballot is
entirely removed from the machine to in-
sure secrecy. This is done automatically in
the machine which T have invented for use
with my improved ballot.

This invention relates to a portable ballot
which is provided with movable members
permanently attached to the ballot and
adapted to be operated by the voter for indi-
cating a choice of candidates. The ballot,
after having been prepared by the voter is
adapted to be placed 1n a suitable machine
which registers the vote according to the
position occupied by the movable members
as prepaved by the voter. T regard this as
a pioneer invention in the features herein-
after detailed.

The invention includes means which may
readily be set as desived previous to the
voter’s preparation of the ballot, whereby a
certain limited number of movable members
or tappets in a definite block on the ballot
may be freely operated by the voter, irre-
spective of sequence or position, for cumu-
lative voting, provision being made for seg-
regating one or more sections of the ballot
which it may be desired to vote cumula-
tively. When one or more sections of the
ballot have been so set aside for cumulative
voting, the remainder of the ballot is still
adapted for the regular segregative voting.

An object of the invention is to provide a
superior, simple, effective, and _positively-
acting mechanism for accomplishing the
foregoing, which is light, strong, accurate,
easily manipulated, and proof against fraud-
ulent operation.

The invention also includes means where-
by a row or series of the movable members
may, by a single movement of the hand of
the voter, be thrown from the inoperative
position into a position for operating regis-
tering mechanism to vote a straight party
ticket.

Further objects are to provide means to
be applied to the portion of the ballot de-
voted to cumulative voting, whereby in cases
where two parties unite In supporting the
same candidate, said candidate can be voted
for under the heading of but one of said par-
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ties: to provide for voting alternatively on
various questions, as constitutional amend-
ments; to provide for independent voting for
non-nominees without permitting duplicate
voting; to provide for selective voting, as in
the case of presidential electors.

The invention is also applicable as a vot-
ing device in which the intended vote may
first be indicated on a sheet which may or
may not then be used in a voting machine
for the actuating of counters or for other-
wise arriving at the result of the election.

In the subjoined drawings and specific de-
tailed description I have set forth what I
at present regard as the best form in which
I contemplate embodying the invention; but
I do not limit myself to such form, as I de-
sive to generically and specifically claim the
invention in all of its features.

The accompanying drawings illustrate an
embodiment of the invention I at present
deem most desirable, but I do not limit the
mvention to any specific form.

Figure 1 is a fragmental plan view of a
ballot, part of the casing being broken away
to show the interior construction, and the
middle portion of said ballot being omitted
to contract the view. Owing to the size of
the view and the smallness of certain detail
features, and owing to the thinness of the
trackers to which the tappets are connected,
single lines have been used to represent said
trackers.  Thiz view illustrates the general
atrangement of the tappets and also illus-
trates the use of the device to be operated
In voting a straight party ticket. Fig. 1° is
a Tragmental section on line a'* w2, Fig. 1.
Fig. 2 1s an enlarged fragmental plan of a
ballot with the upper plate thereof removed.
Fig. 3 is a fragumental, sectional view show-
ing a longitudinal side elevation of the parts
shown in Fig. 2. af—a?, Tig. 1, shows the
line of section, except that the top plates arve
sectloned at the tappets. Fig. 4 is a section
on line a*—a*, Fig. 3, showing a rib or parti-
tion for supporting and guiding certain in-
terior mechanism. Fig. 5 is a fragmental
side view of one of the extensors or locking
plates which are operated by the tappets.
Iigs. 6 and T are detailed fragmental, sec-
tional views looking in the opposite direc-
tions from line «*—7, Fig. 3, showing means
for adjusting and holding in place the ex-
tensors shown in Fig. 2. Fig. 8, taken on
line &*—a%, Tig. 8. is a fragmental view
snowing a number of extensors in horizontal
section of locking mechanism. Fie. 9 is o
cross section on line %, Fig. 8. Tig. 10 is a
perspective view of the spacer used to adjust
the locking mechanism to determine the
number of candidates that may be voted for
out of a certain total. Fig. 11 is a vertical,
fragmental, sectional view of the ballot illus.
trating means for preventing a vote from
being cast for the same candidate under the
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headings of both of two parties which unite
in supporting such candidate. Tig. 12 is a
fragmental plan view of one of the strips
which form the upper cover of the ballot.
Fig. 13 is a plan view of a pair of tappets
to be used in voting for or against adoption
of constitutional amendments; said pair of
tappets being both shown in the recumbent
or inoperative position. Fig. 14 is a per-
spective view of the device which the voter
may use to throw a row or series of the tap-
pets from the recumbent to the upright po-
sition by a single movement of the hand,
Fig. 15 1s a section on line #—z1%, Fig. 11.
Fig. 16 15 a sectional view as though look-
g from the right toward Fig. 11, an addi-
tional portion of the ballot being shown to
show another tappet at the left, not shown
in Fig. 11, Fig. 17 is a detail view of the
tappet for holding the independent ballot
slip shown at the upper right portion of
Fig. 1. Tig. 18 is an enlarged fragmental
perspective view to show more clearly the
construction and disposition of the parts go-
ing to malke up the ballot. Tig. 19isa £ ag-
mental section of the ballot showing a tap-
pet provided with a perforator by which a
paper or paste-board sheet may be perfo-
rated for indicating choice of candidate.

The ballot comprises a thin, rectangular
case or frame A\ having a boftom plate 1,
side walls 2, a series of top plates 3, and ribs
4 having notched ends @ and a base flange 3,
and arranged between the bottom and top
plates.

6 is a bottom retaining-plate, and 7 a top
retaining-plate, each provided with notches
8 and engaging the notched ends of the ribs
4 to hold the same in place. The ribs 4 and
the lower retaining-plate 6 are preferably
soldered to the bottom plate 1, and the upper
retaining-plate 7 is detachably fastened to
the upper edges of the ribs.

9 designates a series of tappet shafts or
pintles extending preferably through the
ribs 4 from one, nearly to the other of op-
posite walls 2 see Fig. 10 10 designates
movable members or tappets each compris-
ing a lever having a substantially semi-cir-
cular fulerum-plate 11 curved concentrically
with the shaft 9 and closing a slot 12 formed
in the top plate 8 through which the tappet
extends. Tach tappet is provided below the
top plate with a perforated heel 13. A fin-
ger 14 projects from the plate 11 and is
adapted to be adjusted in an upright and in
a recumbent position, and is also provided
with a shoulder 15 to engage the top plate 3
when the finger is upright. The end 16 of
the finger 14 is preferably beveled at its
under side so that the tappet may be readily
lifted by the voter.

17 is a rest preferably formed in the shape
of an angle bar extending lengthwise over
the top of the hallot and having its lower
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member secured thereto by any suitable
means, as by soldering. The tappet finger 14
is arranged to lie in a horizontal position
when it engages the rvest 17. The tappets
are arranged 1n longitudinal and transverse
rows. A longitudinal row of tappets B is
provided for each political party, said rows
extending transversely to the direction of
movement of the tappets. The number of
transverse rows C of tappets may be varied
as desired to accommodate the number of
offices to be filled under the respective
parties.

Vote-limiting mechanism is provided as
hereinafter described, the same being capable
of adjustment for a pre-determined exten-
sion to limit the number of tappets which
may be at one time moved to voting position
within certain sections of the ballot. Ex-
tensors in the form of trackers 18, pivoted to
heels 13 of the tappet are provided for op-
eration by the tappets, respectively, to ex-
tend said mechanism step by step as the
tappets are successively raised until the limit
of such extension is reached, whereupon
further raising of tappets is prevented.
Said extensors and the extensible mechan-
ism operated thereby constitute combined
means for limiting the number of tappets
10 which may be moved to the operative po-
sition and for frictionally holding the tap-
pet 10 against accidental displacement from
the operative or voting, and inoperative or
non-voting positions. The limit of tappets
to be raised may be set at any number from
one to many. Said vote-limiting mechanism
preferably comprises swinging plates 19
formed as spoons, the bowls or hollow knobs
20 of which afford inclined faces or cams
that nest together when the tappets are
wholly depressed in non - voting position,
and which may be spread apart by the ex-
tensor 18 engaging the bowl of one spoon
and forcing it out of the bowl with which it
nests.

The swinging plates 19 are provided at
one end with ears 21 for pivot pins 22 seated
in the retaining plates 6 and 7, and with
ways formed by perforations 23 and inter-
mediate cross bars 24 that are alternately

bhowed in reverse directions to form a suit-

able guide and support for the trackers or
extensors 18 which are flexible and are pro-
vided with extensor heads 25 and extend
longitudinally through the ways in the
swinging plates 19 respectively. The heads
25 serve as spreader plates, each being pro-
vided with an orifice 26 to register with the
bowls or hollow conical knobs of the spoons
when the tappets are fully depressed.

The swinging plates 19 are arranged in
groups or series each pertaining to one of
the transverse rows of tappets, and the knobs
or bowls of each series or group nest with
each other, and the orifice 26 of each spreader

2

plate receives a knob of a swinging plate so

that when a spreader plate is moved by the
operation of raising a tappet, as shown in
Fig. 8, the spreader plate will engage the
knob and move it out of the hollow in its
companion knob so that the spreader plate
acts as the extensor to shift the swinging
plates 19 laterally.

Adjustable means in the form of remov-
able stops are provided for limiting the lat-
eral movement of the swinging plates. Such
means may consist of an adjustable plate or
spacer 27 having oppositely-extending Iugs
98, 287, which fit into seats 29 and 30 at bot-
tom and top of the case or frame A. The
lower seats 29 are in the form of sockets,
and the upper seats 30 are notches in the
edge of a flange 31 at the upper edge of the
side walls 2 of the frame.

32 is-a bead on a top plate 33 to hold the
top lugs of stops 27 in the seats 30.

The swinging plates or spoons 19 are di-
vided into groups corresponding to the
transverse rows C of the tappets, each group
containing a swinging plate and extensor for
every tappet in the horizontal row, and said
groups are separated from each other by
means of specially formed swinging plates
19" which T call dividers and which are
longer than the other swinging plates 19 of
such group.

The adjusting plates or stops 27 ave equal
in width to the space allowed between the
divider of one group and that of the adja-
cent group, and when the adjusting plates
ave all in place they engage the ends of the
divider swinging plates 19, 19’, and hold
them fixed so that the spreading action
which results from the movement of any
extensor in any group will be confined to
that group; but when any adjusting plate
is withdrawn, it releases the divider which
engages the same and allows it to swing the
same as the other swinging plates. Prefer-
ably, each adjusting plate is slotted at its
midwidth and straddles its divider so that
when all the adjusting plates are in place all
the dividers are fixed against swinging, and
when any adjusting plate is withdrawn, two
adjacent groups will be thrown into one.
By removing two adjacent dividers three
groups will be thrown into one. Preferably,
the upper lug 28" of the adjusting plate is
bent over to form a handle by which it may
be easily withdrawn. Any other suitable
means may be employed, if desired, for hold-
ing the divider plates from swinging. The
lower seats 29 are preferably formed in a
strip 34 having perforations to form the
sockets or seats 29. Said strip is fastened to
the bottom plate by soldering or any other
suitable means.

35 designates longitudinal flanges on.-the
upper and lower edges of the dividers to
strengthen and stiffen the same.
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In the ballot T have made, each transverse
row of tappets has cight tappets, every
eighth swinging plate is a divider, and the
tracker for cach divider swinging plate is
pivoted to the tappet farthest from the
swinging plates. The horizontal space al-
loted to each transverse row C of tappets,
and consequently to each group of extensors
with swinging plates. is halt an inch. The
extensors with swinging plates are made of
strips of thin sheet metal, the ageregate
thickness of which isa scant seven-sixteenths
of an inch for each group, so that there is a
play of fully one-sixteenth of an inch for the
swinging-plates of each group, and the knob
20 of its_adjacent swinging-plate projects
throngh its extensor one-sixteenth of an
inch, so that when the extensor is fully
moved by the raising of a tappet, the knob
for its plate will be moved to spread the
plates apart one-sixteenth of an ineh, thus
practically taking up all of the play in said
group and preventing the raising of any
other tappet in that group. Any number of
groups may be thrown together by remov-
g the appropriate spacers 27. That is to
say, each group of swinging plates provides
for a full play substantially equal to the
space that will be taken up by the operation
of any one of the extensors, and when a
number of groups are thrown together, and
a number of tappets equal to the number of
sald groups have been raised. the displaced
knobs will have taken up the play to such an
extent that another tappet can not be raised,
because the knob which projects through its
extensor caunot move out of the way, as
there is no open space in the group or series
of groups that can accommodate such move-
ment,

In order that the tappets may be moved
freely. a slight clearance is allowed in each
group. and when a considerable number of
said groups ave thrown together, the aggre-
gate clearance may be such as to allow the
raising of an additional tappet. In order
fo prevent such a contingency a shim 36
having a supplemental knob 20" is provided
and may be inseried into the bowl of any of
the swinging plates and held in place by the
extensor thereof, thus taking up a space
equal to the thickness of said shim. The
shim 1s desirably of the same thickness as a
swinging plate, and any number of ghims re-
quired may be used to accomplish the desived
result.

When the spacer for the group allotted to
any single transverse row of tappets is in
place. the voting for that group is called
segregative voting, choice being allowed for
one candidate only for the office allotted to
that row and group. When the ballot is to
be used for selective, or for cumulative vot-
Ing. an appropriate number of spacers will
be removed, thus throwing the swinging

947,841

plates for a number of transverse rows into
a single group, whereupon any of the tap-
pets in such group aggregating any number
to the full number of spacers removed, plus
one, can be erected. Means are provided for
preventing a candidate supported by two
parties from being voted for under the head-
ing of more than one party; such means will
be understood by reference to Figs. 2, 11, 15,
and 16.

37 is a lever pivoted between its ends, and
38 and 39 designate two connecting rods
slidingly pivoted to the tappets appropriate
to the office and the parties for which the
candidate is nominated.

38 is a push rod and 39 a pull rod; the
push rod being adapted to push its arm of
the lever when the tappet to which it is at-
tached is raised and thereby operate the
lever to pull the other rod 89'to depress the
tappet to which it is attached. When the
tappet thus depressed is elevated, it acts
upon the pull rod 39 to pull the lever 37
and thereby push the rod 38 to depress the
other tappet.

Preferably, the lever 37 is pivoted to a
standard 40 having perforated bent arms 41
to pass through openings 42 provided there-
for in the ribs. Wings 43 arve struck up op-
posite openings 42 when said openings are
formed. Arms 41 embrace said wings, be-
ing held by a pin 44 passed through the
perforations of the arms 41.

Tach of the connecting rods 38 and 389 will
be of appropriate length to reach from its
arm of the lever 37 to connect with the pivot
p on the heel of the tappet with which it is
to be connected. By this means, any two
tappets of any transverse row of tappets can
be connected together, so that whenever one
of the tappets is erected the tappet connected
thereto will be depressed. By arranging the
ccnnecting rods to slide on the tappet heel
pivots p, as shown, both of the tappets mav
be depressed but only one erected. The heel
pivots p are preferably formed by bending
the heels of the tappets. (See Tig. 16.)

The push rod 38 is forked at its tappet-
engaging end so that it can be pushed into
place on the heel pivot of one tappet, and the
push rod 39 is hooked at its tappet-engaging
end so that it can be hooked onto the heel
pivot of another tappet. By this construe-
tion the standard 40 with its lever and con-
necting rods can be put in place and removed
again without disarranging the tappets or
their connections.

46 is an erector to be used in voting a
straight ticket: the same consists in a hody
having inclined face 47 to run along under-
neath the depressed tappets and fo force
them into erect position. Said erector may
be made in any suitable way, but as chown
15 made of sheet metal comprising a base
plate 48 on which the face 47 is fastened.
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49 is a handle by which to push the erector
along a row of tappets to erect the same.
Each tappet rest 17 extends parallel with a
vertical row of tappets and forms a guide
for one edge of the base plate 48, while the
other edge of said base plate will rest upon
the fulecrum plates 11 and against shoul-
ders 15 of a row of tappets adjacent the row
which is to be erected in voting a straight
ticket.

Means arve provided for voting on ques-
tions which can be decided by a negative or
affirmative vote. Ior this purpose detach-
able alternative voting devices 50 are pro-
vided each comprising a base 51, a standard
52 having sloping shoulders 53, 54, at its
ends, and two tappets 55, 56, are pivoted by
a pivot 57 against the ends of said standard.

58 is a spring engaging the pivot 57 to
foree it toward the base 51. The tappets 55
and 56 are each provided with an eccentric
heel 59 which is held against the base 51 by
means of the spiring 58 inside the standard,
which may be a piece of india rubber com-
pressed against the top of the hollow stand-
ard, and which forces the pivot 57 toward
the base 51. (See Fig. 3.)

The tappets 55 and 56 are definitely
spaced apart by the standard against the
ends of which they are held by the heads of
the pivot 57 which is preferably riveted at
its ends against the tappets to hold the same
firmly against the ends of the standard and
against the shoulders thereof. The heels of
tlie tappets are beveled to engage the slop-
ing shoulders so that when one tappet 18
raised it is forced away from the standard
by the action of the beveled heel against the
shoulder, thus drawing the other depressed
tappet against its end of the standard. The
tappets are spaced apart the width of the
standard inside the shoulders so that when
one of the tappets is raised, thereby shifting
it and the other tappet and their connecting
vivet, the heel of the other tappet is held by
the shoulder that engages the same and 1s
thereby prevented from being erected solong
as the other tappet is up, double-headed
pivot 57 limiting the increase in the separa-
tion of the tappets to the height of shoul-
Jers 53, 54.

61 designates a number of seats into which

the bases 51 of the alternative voting de--
vices 50 may be slipped to occupy any de-

sired position on the face of the ballot where
such seats arve arranged.

A vacant space B is provided adjacent the
seats 61 for the reception of a ticket I indi-
cating questions to be voted on “yes” or
“n0.% Tach of the seats is provided at the
end thereof nearest the edge of the ballot,
with stops 62 to prevent the alternative vot-
ing device from sliding out of the seats ex-
cept inwardly.

63 designates a socket at the outer end of

S5

the base 51 through which a wire 64 may
be passed, the same engaging the outer ends
of the seats 61, thus to prevent accidental
withdrawal of the alternative voting devices
{rom their seats.

For the purpose of voting an independent
ticket a slip holding tappet 65,—see Figs. 1
and 17,—is provided, the same being inde-
pendent of all the other tappets and pro-
vided with a tooth 66 to engage an inde-
pendent ticket slip 67 to hold the same while
the tappet 65 is erected. 68 designates a
spring for yieldingly holding the tappet 65
erected independently of any of the other
tappets.

In case it may be desirable to indicate a
vote by perforating a sheet of paper or
paste-board, any or all of the tappets may be
provided with a perforator 69 adapted to
project downward below the bottom plate 1
of the mechanical ballot when the tappet is
in depressed position, and to be drawn up
into the ballot frame A when the tappet is
erected in voting position. In this way the
perforated ballot, not shown, may be pro-
cluced having perforations for all candidates
that are not to be voted for, whereby such
ballot is inserted into a voting machine to
actuate counters in the same manner sub-
stantially as the erect tappets of the me-
chanical” ballot shown herein will . operate
said eounters, not shown.

Tt is not new to use a perforated ballot
for actuating the counters of a voting ma-
chine, and I have not shown such ballot in
the drawings, as its construction is well
known in the art.

With the exception of the names of can-
didates running independently without reg-
ular nomination, and without being regu-
larly on the ticket, the tappets are arranged
to point toward the names, 70, of the candi-
dates to which they are respectively appro-
priated, so that when the voter is arranging
his ticket he will lift the tappet which points
to the name of the candidate for whom he
wishes to vote. :

Tn the independent, or non-nominee col-
umn or vertical row of tappets, there will be
no. printed ticket containing the names of
the candidates, but separate loose strips 67
containing the names of the offices to be
voted for, will be provided in the booth, not
shown, so that the independent voter may
take one of the slips 67, and after writing
thereon the names of the candidates to fill
the various offices he wishes to vote for, it
will then be fastened in place by lifting the
tappet 65 so that the tooth 66 will engage
the ballot slip 67 and hold it in place. Then
the voter, after having written in their ap-
propriate places on the slip 67 the names of
the unnominated candidates for whom he
wishes to vote, will erect the tappets appro-

priate to the office allotted to such candi-
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date. In connection with this, a voting ma-
chine should be used provided with a print-
ing attachment which will be actuated by
the erected tappets of the independent row,
to print upon the independent slip a sign or
symbol to indicate upon said slip the fact
that the tappet for the name has been erect-
ed, and in counting the ballots, no independ-
ent vote will be recognized except the au-
thenticated symbol be found appropriately
printed thereon; thus proving that the ap-
propriate tappet was erected, and thus to
preclude unauthorized voting for any other
candidate.

In practical use, the polling place will be
provided with a mechanical voting machine
having counters adapted to be actuated by
the tappets of the mechanical ballot em-
bodying this invention, and with booths and
mechanical ballots to accommodate the vot-
ers. A voter will be admitted to a private
booth furnished with a mechanical ballot,
and he will thereupon proceed to indicate
his vote by erecting the appropriate tap-
pets. If he intends to vote a straight ticket,
he will apply the erector 46 with one edge
of its base 48 resting on the fulernm plates
11, and against the shoulders 15 of one row
of tappets, and the other edge engaging the
rest 17, the tip or thin edge of the wedge-
shaped erector 46 being inserted under the
foremost tappets of the row he desires to
elevate.

By referring to Figs. 1 and 14 it will be
seen that the base plate 48 of the erector is
rectangular, while the face plate 47 slopes
upwardly and rearwardly therefrom and is
wedge-shaped, the edge 71 being beveled, so
that as the ercctor is pushed forward up
along the row of tappets it will suceessively
erect the tappets, operating upon about five
of the tappets at one time and bringing them
into different degrees of erection until tully
erected.  In this way the force necessary to
move the erector is simply that which is suf-
ficient to overcome the friction and resist-
ance of a comparatively small number of
tappets. DBy use of this erector the ne-
cessity of internal erecting mechanism is
avolded. and congiderable stmplicity gained,
and at the same time, ease of operation is
mcreased.  IWhen the voter has thus erected
his straight ticket, if he desires to split the
ticket, voting for various selected candidates

m any of the other columns, he may vote for |

such candidate by first depressing the tappet
apprepriate to the candidate he does not
wish to vote for, and then elevating the tap-
pet appropriate to the candidate for like
office for whom he does wish to vote. In
this way the voter can select and indicate
any number of candidates variously nomi-
nated, or he may vote independently by
using independent slip 67 in the manner
hercin-above described. TWhen the tappets
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have all been appropriately arranged to in-
dicate the vote desired to be cast, the me-
chanical Dallot may be placed in its shield
72 shown in Fig. 1%, constructed so as not to
disturh the raised tappets, whereupon the
same may be placed in the voting machine
with perfect secrecy. Then the shield heing
removed, the voting machine, not shown, may
be operated, and the ballot then removed
trom such machine which is constructed as
set forth in said former apphications. to de-
press the tappets before the ballot is finally
removed, thus preserving the secrecy of the
vote. In the idependent or non-nominee
column or vertical row of tappets, adjacent
tappets are spaced apart by sleeves 75
mounted on pintle 9, and springs 76 ave pro-
vided attached to the heels of the tappets of
said row, said springs constituting resilient
means tending to complete the movement of
the tappets as they near one or the other of
the two extreme positions to which said tap-
pets may be adjusted. Springs 76 tend to
hold the tappets firmly against the group of
trackers on the opposite side thereof. This
construction keeps the (rackers more se-
curely in position and prevents undesirable
loozeness of the vote-limiting mechanism.

The ballot herein set forth is simple in
construction. It will be noted that the tap-
pets ave all pivoted to swing in the same di-
rection, and the cover is formed in strips,
each strip being adapted to fit between tiwo
rows of tappets, and being provided with
cuts which form the slots 12 wherehy said
strips ave adapted to fit astride the tappets.
The upper and lower sides of the ballot may
be fastened thereto by screws 77 which en-
gage the ends of upright sleeves 78 (sce
Figs. 2 and 18), said sleeves being desirably
internally threaded to receive the screws.

What I claim is:

1. A mechanical ballot provided with piv-
oted levers, said levers being movable into n
position substantially at right angles to the
ballot to indicate a choice of candidates.

2. L mechanical Dallot provided ith
spring-pressed. movable members for indi
cating a choice of candidates.

3. A mechanical ballot provided with per-
manently attached movable members for in-
dicating a choice of candidates, and means
for limiting the number of selections so
made.

4. A mechanieal ballot provided with per-
manently attached movable members for in-
dicating a choice of candidates, and exten-
sible means for limiting the number of selec-
tions so made.

5. A mechanical ballot provided with per-
manently attached movable members for in-
dicating a choice of candidates, and exten-
sible means arranged in series for limiting
the selections so made.

6. A mechanical Dballot provided with
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movable members for indicating a choice of
candidates, and stop-controlled means for
limiting the number of selections so made.

o ; ) .

7. A mechanical ballot provided with mov-
able members for indicating a choice of can-
didates, trackers for each member, said
trackers being arranged in a plurality of se-
ries and provided with means for limiting
the movement of the levers of each series in-
dependently of the other series.

8. A mechanical ballot provided with mov-
able members for indicating a choice of can-
didates, trackers for the members respec-
tively, said trackers being arranged in a plu-
rality of series, the tracker at one end of
each series being secured against longitudi-
nal movement, and the tracker at the other
end being provided with means for limiting
the movement of all the levers of said- series.

9. A mechanical ballot provided with mov-
able members for indicating a choice of can-
didates; a plurality of series of extensors,
and means for limiting the number of selec-
tions so made when there are more selections
to be made than there are series.

10. A mechanical ballot provided with
movable members for indicating a choice of
candidates, a plurality of series of extensors,
and means for connecting a plurality of said
series and limiting the number of selections
g0 made.

11. A mechanical ballot provided with
movable members for indicating a choice of
candidates, a plurality of series of extensors,
and adjustable means for connecting a plu-
rality of said series and limiting the num-
ber of selections so made.

12. A mechanical ballot provided with
movable members for indicating a choice of
candidates, a plurality of series of extensors,
said series being grouped into systems, the
series of the two systems being staggered
relatively to each other, and means for limit-
ing the number of selections so made.

13. A portable, detached mechanical bal-
lot comprising a case or frame, tappets pivot-
ed in the case or frame and provided with
a finger outside the case and a heel inside
the case, and means inside the case connected
with the heel of the tappet for limiting the
number of tappets that may be simultane-
ously raised.

14. A mechanical ballot comprising a case,
tappets pivoted thereto, and a tappet erector
for engaging and actuating the tappets.

15. A mechanical ballot comprising a case,
tappets pivoted thereto, and a tappet erector
for engaging and actuating a plurality of
said tappets successively.

16. A mechanical ballot comprising a case,
tappets pivoted thereto, arid a wedge-shaped
tappet erector for engaging and raising the
tappets.

17. A mechanical ballot provided with a
plurality of rows of tappets projecting from

7

the case, and a tappet erector constructed to
run along and be guided by one row of tap-
pets and to engage and erect another row of
tappets.

18. In combination, a mechanical movable
ballot provided with rows of movable mem-
bers adapted to actuate vote-registering
mechanism, and a device adapted by one
movement thereof to move a row of said
members from a voting to a non-voting posi-
tion.

19. In combination, a mechanical movable
ballot provided with rows of movable mem-
bers adapted to actuate vote-registering
mechanism, and a device adapted by one
movement therectf to move a row of said
members relatively to the ballet from a re-
cumbent to an upright position.

20; In a mechanical ballot, in combina-
tion, two pivoted tappets, a lever pivoted be-
tween its ends, and means connecting each
end of said lever with one of said tappets,

21. In & mechanical ballot, in combina-
tion, pivoted tappets adapted to swing from
a recumbent to an upright position, and
means adapted to automatically depress one
of said tappets when the other is raised.

22. In a mechanical ballet, in combina-
tion, pivoted tappets adapted to swing from
a recumbent to an upright position, means
adapted to automatically depress one of
said tappets when the other is raised, said
rieans allowing both tappets to lie in a re-
cumbent position at the same tine,

93. In a mechanical ballet, in combina-
tion, two movable tappets adapted to actu-
ate registering mechanism, and means
adapted to automatically move one of said
tappets into a non-voting position when the
other tappet is moved to a voting position.

924. Tn a mechanical ballot, in combina-
tion, two inovable tappets adapted to actuate
registering mechanism, and means adapted
t¢ autoematically depress one of said tappets
when the other is raised.

925. In a mechanical ballot, in combina-
tion, two pivoted tappets adapted to actu-
ate registering mechanism, a support, a le-
ver pivoted to said support, and an arm piv-
oted to each end of said lever and opera-
tively connected with a tappet.

26. In a mechanical ballot, in combina-
tion, two pivoted tappets adapted to actu-
ate registering mechanism, a support, a lever
pivoted to said support, and an arm pivoted
to each end of said lever and slidingly piv-
oted to a tappet.

27. In a mechanical ballot, in combina-
tion, two pivoted tappets adapted to actu-
ate registering mechanism, and means adapt-
ed automatically to depress one of said tap-
pets when the other is raised, said means
mcluding an arm slidingly pivoted to a
tappet.

98. In a mechanical ballot, in combina-
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tion. two pivoted tappets adapted to actu-
ate registering mechanism, a support, a le-
ver piveted thereon, an arm pivoted to one
end of said Tever and having a hook embrac-
Ing a projection on one of said tappets, and
an arm piveted to the other end of said le-
per and having a fork embracing a projec-
tion on the other tappet.

29, In a mechanical ballot of the class de-
scribed. in combination, a pair of tappets
adapted to be used in voting on constitu-
tional amendients, a standard to which said
tappets are pivoted. said standard provided
with two beveled shoulders adapted to force
the tappets apart as the same are moved to
an operative position, and means for limit-
ing the increase in the separation of the tap-
pets to the height of one of said shoulders.

30. In 1 mechanical ballot of the class de-
seribed. in combination, a pair of tappets
adapted to be used in voting on consfitu-
tional amendments, a standard to which said
tappets are pivoted, said standard provided
with two beveled shoulders adapted to force
the tappets apart as the same are moved to
an operative position, and a double-headed
pivot pin for said tappets, the distance be-
tween the heads of said pin being such as to
limit the increase in the separation of the
tappets to the height of one of said shoul-
ders.

31 In a mechanical ballot, in combina-
tion, rows of tappets pivoted to swing in the
same dirvection, and a case provided with a
cover formed in strips, each strip adapted to
fit between two rows of tappets and pro-

vided with slots adapted to fit astride the

tappets of one of said rows.

32, A mechanical ballot provided with a
case, a partition therein, said partition hav-
ing a wing struck up therefrom, a standard
provided with arms adapted to extend
through the opening in the partition caused
by forming the wing and embrace said
wing. a pin for preventing said arms from
being withdrawn. two pivoted tappets, and
a lever pivoted to said standard and oper-
atively connected with said tappets.

33, In a mechanical ballot, in combina-
tion. members adapted to be moved into a
voting position for actuating registering
mechanism, and combined means for retain-
ing said members in the voting position and
Naiting the numbers of members that may
be operated.

34 A ‘mechanical ballot provided with
members adapted to be moved from a non-
voting to a voting position to indicate a
choice of candidafes. and resilient means
tending to complete the movement of said
members as they near one or the other of
said positions.

35. A mechanical ballot, comprising in
combination, a series of spoons, the bowls of
adjacent spoons nesting n each other, and
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means for moving the bowl of one spoon out
of the bowl of another.

36. A mechanical ballot, comprising in
combination, an apertured extensor, a swing-
ing spoon extending longitudinally along
said extensor and forming a guide fherefor,
the bowl of said spoon normally projecting
through said aperture, and means for caus-
g a relative longitudinal movement be-
tween said spoon and said extensor.

87. A mechanical ballot having vote-lim-
iting mechanism including elongated plates.
one of said plates having an aperture and
the other having a projection normally ex-
tending into said aperture, one of said plates
being adapted to support and guide the
other, and means for moving one of said
plates longitudinally along the other.

38. A mechanical Dballot, comprising in
combination, an apertured extensor, a swing-
ing plate on each side of said extensor, said
swinging plates each having a hollow knob,
the convexity of one of said knobs normally
extending through said aperture and nest-
ing in the concavity of the other knob, means
for moving said extensor longitudinally of
sald swinging plate, and means for holding
said swinging plate against longitudinal
movement.

39. A mechanical ballot. comprising in
combination, movable members for indicat-
ing a choice of candidates, a plurality of
spoons the bowls of which normally nest in
each other, and meauns operatively connected
with said movable members and adapted to
withdraw the bowls of the spoons from each
other.

40. In a mechanical ballot. in combina-
tion, movable tappets for indieating a choice
of candidates, a series of plates having hol-
low knobs normally spooning into each other,
and movable extensors having apertures
through which said knobs normally extend,
said extensors being operatively connected
with said tappets.

41. In a mechanical ballot. in combination,
pivoted tappets for indicating a choice of
candidates, a series of plates having hollow
knobs normally spooning into each other,
and movable extensors having apertures
through which said knobs normally extend,
said extensors being operatively connected
with said tappets.

42. A mechanical ballot, comprising in
combination, a series of swinging plates hav-
1ng hollow knobs normally nesting into each
other, means for withdrawing the knobs
from each other, and adjustable stops di-
viding the swinging plates into groups and
limiting the number of knobs which may be
withdrawn from each other in each group.

43. A mechanical ballot, comprising in
combination, a series of groups of swinging
plates, said plates having hollow knobs nest-
g into each other, means for withdrawing
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the knobs from each other, and stops be-
tween the groups, said stops adapted to be
removed to throw two or more groups into
one.

44. A mechanical ballot provided with
vote-limiting mechanism including groups
of spoons mnesting into each other, means
for throwing a plurality of said groups
into one, and a shim adapted to be inserted
into the bowl of one of said spoons.

45, In a mechanical ballot, in combina-
tion, a tappet having a perforator adapted
to produce a perforated ballot when said
tappet is operated, and vote-limiting mech-
anism connected with said tappet.

46. In a mechanical ballot, in combination,
tappets movable from a non-voting to a vot-
ing position for independent voting, vote-
Bmiting mechanism operatively connected

L2

with said tappets, and means for detachably
holding adjacent said tappets a slip of paper
indicating offices to be filled.

47. A mechanical ballot provided with
tappets adapted to be moved from a recum-
bent to an upright position to indicate a
choice of candidates, and a shield adapted
to conceal said tappets, said shield being
adapted to be applied to and removed from
the ballot without disturbing said tappets
when raised.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand at Tos Angeles, California this 4th
day of September 1905.

DAVID L. NEWCOMB.

In presence of—
Janmms R. TownNsenp,
Juria TowxNseND,
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