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United States

Patent Office.

D. N. SMITH, OF SAN BERNARDINO, CALIFORNIA.

Letters Patent No. 96,159, dated October 26, 1869.

IMPROVED GOPHER-TRAP.

——

The Schedule referred to in theée Letters Patent and making part of the same.

To all whom it may concern ;

Be it known that I, D. N. Surrs, of San Bernard-
ino, in the county of San Beumdmo, and State of
California, have invented a new and i improved Gophu-
Trap; and I do hereby declave that the following is a
full, clear, and exact descnptlon thereof, which will
emble others skilled in the art to make zmd use the
samne, reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming part ot this specxﬁmtxon, in which—

Iigure 1 represents a side view, partly in section,
of my improved gopher-trap.

TFigure 2 is a vertical transverse section of the
same.

Similar letters of reference iudicate corresponding
parts.

This invention relates to a new gopher-trap, which
is of very simple construction, and which will be sure
to cateh the animals, if they pass through it.

The trap consists of a tubular case or bLody, A,
which is about two feet long, and which is to be placed
at the mouth of a gopher-hole, so that the gopher,
when leaving his hole, will liave to pass through this
tube. The tube is open at both ends.

B is a post, fastened to one side of the tube. To
its upper end is pivoted a lever, G, which has one

“arm, by a rod or chain, ¢, connected with a slide, D,
said slide being a lougitudinal bar, connected, at its
ends, with vertical plates E I.

These plates slide in guides, which are formed by
posts b b, and by slots through the tube A.

By means of springs ¢ ¢, on rods d d, the plate D

is forced down, so that the plates B will form parti-
tions in the tube.

¥ is a horizontal pin, fitted through an aperture in
the side of the tube A, and pivoted, by means of ver-
tically-projecting arms e ¢, to ears f, which project
from the outer side of the tube A. Its outer end is
hook-shaped.

g is a fixed hook, projecting from the sides of the
tube A

From the outer end of the lever C is suspended, by

‘a string, h. a pin, 4, which, when it has its ends fitted

into the hooks I and g, holds the inner end of the le-
ver up, and thereby also the stides D B raised,

As the gopher passes through the tube A, “Lie will
strike against the pin F, and, in doing so, will detach

the pin ¢ from the hooks, thereby rele:msing the slides,

which are forced down by the springs ¢. “ The plates
I E then form partitions, to encase thc animal, ‘md to
retain it captured within the tube.
Having thus deseribed -my invention,
1 claim Aase new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—
A gopher-trap, consisting of the tube A, lever C,
slides D L, pin 4, trigger-pin F, and splmga ¢, all ar-
ranged and operating substantmlly as herein shown
and described.
D. N. SMITH.
Witnesses:
H. C. Row¥k,
I, G.J. MARGETSON,
B. B. WaATERS.




