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2,375,441 
. . . . . . . . DESK. 

Irving Salomon, Michigan City, Ind. 
Application.April 16, 1942, serial No. 439,264. 

his invention relates to desks. 
More specifically, this invention relates to desks 

of the character which may be employed in busi 
*ness and professional offices and the like. . . . 

There is a demand for a desk which is so con- 5 
structed and arranged by the manufacturer that 
the purchaser thereof may have embodied there 
in by the trade dealer, ratherithan by the manu 
facturer, various possible combinations of desk 
tdrawers which he may desire and which may be. 
best-fitted for his particular needs, within limita 
tiens. . 
An object of the present invention, therefore, 

is to afford a new and improved desk:construc 
tion embodying one or more end sections; or: 

: drawer-receiving housings adapted to receive, 
selectively and interchangeably, various or dif-. 
ferent types, and sizes of slidable drawers and 
various and different combinations thereof with 

- Outrequiring any change or alteration, whatever, 
in the icehstruction of the desk, itself se that the 
desired interchangeability may be made by the 
dealer and the desk thus rendered most suitable 
sfor the customers particular needs without the 
necessity for any change in the mechanical-con 
5structional thereof. . 
An additional object of the present invention is 

to afford a new and improved desk-construction 
by means of which slidable drawers of various 
types and sizes may be selectively and inter 
changeably arranged in each and either of the 
end sections or drawer-receiving housings thereof, 
that is, in either the left-hand end section or 
drawer-receiving housing or in the right-hand 
end section or drawer-receiving housing without 
requiring any change or alteration in the con 
struction of the deskitself. - - - - 

An additional object of the new invention, an 
cillary to the foregoing objects, is to afford a new 
and improved-desk construction which is so con 
structed and arranged at the factorythiat when 
distributed by the manufacturer to his trade 
dealers the latter may make up or assemble from 
stock on hand various types of desks to satisfy 
the various demands of customers, as orders are 
received, by arranging various combinations of 
slietable drawers of different sizes and intended 
for-different purposes in each of the end sections 
or drawer-receiving housings of the new desk 
construction, thus enabling the trade dealer to 
satisfy the varying demands of customers without 
requiring the dealer to maintain a large supply 
of complete desks on hand, thereby materially 
reducing the investment which the dealer is re 
quired to maintain in order to satisfy the needs 

- and demands of his customers. . . 

2 Claims. 

ings of the new desk construction; 

(CI. 45-77) . . 

... Another object of the invention is to afford a 
new and improved desk which is so constructed 
and arranged by the manufacturer that it:enables 

...the dealerto providehiscustomers with what are, 
in effect, custom built desks, that is to say, with 
desks which care assembled by the 'dealer from 
stock parts supplied by the manufacturer but 
which are, nevertheless, assenbled to meet the 
varying but specific requirements and needs of 

0 different: customers. , , , , . . . . . . 
... :Other and further objects of the present inven 
tion will be apparent from the foregoing descrip 
tion and claims and will be understood by refer 
sence to the accompanying drawings which, by 

is way of illustration, show preferred embodiments 
and the principles thereof and what I now con 
sider to be the best mode in which I have con 

bodiments of the invention embodying the same 
20-or, equivalent principles may be used and struc 

tural changes, may be made as desired by those 
... skilled in the art without departing from the 

present invention and the purview of the ap 
... pended claims." ... ', ' ' ' , , , , , 
25 In the drawings, ... . 

...Fig.1 is a front elevational view illustrating a 
typical embodiment of the new desk construc 
ition; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

... Eig.2 is a horizontal sectional top plan view on 
30 line 2-2 in Fig.1; - 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged vertical sectional view 
showing a modification of the invention as em 
bodied in a so-called island type of desk; 

Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view of the left 
35 hand end section as seen in Fig. 1: . 

... Fig. 5 is a sectional top plan view on line 5-5 
in Fig.-4; . ... . . . ; - - - 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional 
detail view.illustrating a preferred manner of 

40 slidably mounting the relatively smaller or so 
icalled card and file drawers in the end sections 
or-drawer-receiving housings of the new-desk con 
struction, as applied to a so-called file drawer; 

iFig. 7 is:a fragmentary sectional view illustrat 
45 ing a preferred manner of mounting a relatively 

large drawer, such as a so-called secretary's 
drawer, in an end section or drawer-receiving 
housing of the new desk-construction; 

l Fig. 8 is a fragmentary view online 8-8 in 
50 Fig. 4, partly in section and partly inside eleva 

tion, illustrating a preferred construction for 
slidably mounting and guiding a relatively large 
drawer, such as a so-called secretary's drawer, in 

55 one of the end sections or drawer-receiving hous 

is templated applying these principles; Qther em 

  

  

  

  



Fig. 9 is a view on line 9-9 in Fig. 8, partly in 
Section and partly in top plan; 

Fig. 10 is a transverse vertical sectional view, 
showing the manner in which six of the rela 
tively small or so-called card drawers are as 
sembled in one of the end sections or drawer 
receiving housings embodied in the new desk con 
struction, namely, the end section or drawer-re 
ceiving housing which is shown at the right in 

Fig.11 is a fragmentary view, partly insection 
and partly in elevation, illustrating the manner 
in which the relatively large or secretary's drawer. 
is selectively and interchangeably slidably guided 
in either of the end sections or drawer-receiving 15 
housings embodied in the new desk construction; 

Fig. 12 is a fragmentary perspective view illus 
trating a preferred manner in which a relatively , 
large or so-called secretary's drawer may be slid 
ably mounted and guided in either of the end 
sections or drawer-receiving housings embodied 
in the new desk construction; . . . . 

Fig. 13 is a fragmentary perspective detail view 
illustrating a preferred construction of the means 
by which relatively smaller"drawers such asso. 
called card and file drawers may be slidably guided 

2,375,441 

10. 

11), it will be noted that each of the end Sections 
or drawer-receiving housings 2 and 3 is pro 
vided with a plurality of vertically extending sup 
porting or corner posts (9, one adjacent each 
corner of each of said end sections or drawer 
receiving housings, each of said corner posts or 
supporting members 9 being preferably in the 
form of a channel-shaped metallic member hav 
ing flanged edges 20, and these corner posts 9 
may be secured to the side walls, as f2a and 3a, of the end sections or drawer-receiving housings 

20 

f2 and 3 in any suitable manner, as by welding. 
Extending horizontally between each adjacent 

pair of vertical supporting or corner posts 9, at 
each side of each of the end sections or drawer 
receiving housings 2 and 3, is a plurality of sta 
tionary guide rails 2 which may be secured to the 
vertical supporting posts 9 in any suitable man 
ner, as by welding, and each of these guide rails 
2f has a bent over or crimped upper edge por 
tion 22 which provides a runner to facilitate slid 

cable movement, at different times, of the two 
relatively smaller types of desk drawers 6 and 7 

25 

in the end sections or drawer-receiving hous 
ings which are 'embodied in the new desk con 
struction; and 

Fig. 14 is a detail view, partly in section and 30 
partly in elevation, showing a preferred construc 
tion of an extension slide unit which may be em 

thereover, in a manner which will be described 
: hereinafter. . . . 

... It Will be noted by reference particularly to Fig. 
4 that there are; therefore, in each of the said 
end sections or drawer-receiving housings 2 and 

ployed in the new desk construction for slidably, 
of the said end sections or drawer-receiving hous mounting and guiding a relatively large drawer, 

such as a so-called secretary's drawer, in either, 
of the end sections or drawer-receiving housings 
which are embodied in the new desk construction. 
As shown in the drawings, (Figs. 1 and 10), 

the right-hand end section or drawer-receiving 
housing 3 (as seen in Fig. 1), has slidably mount 
led therein six relatively small or so-called card 
drawers: fs whereas the other or left-hand end section or drawer-receiving housing 2 (as seen . 
in Fig.1) has slidably mounted therein two some 
what larger and so-called file drawers 7 and one, 
relatively large or so-called secretary's drawer 18 
(Figs. 1 and 4). 
The present invention is particularly con 

cerned with the construction by means of 
which, and the manner in which, slidable 
drawers of various types and sizes, such as 
the drawers 6, 7 and i8, and various com 
binations of said drawers, may be slidably and 
interchangeably mounted in each or either of 
the drawer-receiving housings or end sections 
2 and 3 so that desks embodying various desired 
combinations of said drawers may be afforded to 
meet the demands and needs of various customers 
and without requiring any change or alteration, 
whatever, in the construction of said end sections 
or drawer-receiving housings 2 and 3, and with 
out requiring trade distributors, such as jobbers, . 
dealers and the like, to maintain a stock of com 
plete desks on hand to meet the needs, demands and requirements of their customers. 
. In order to accomplish the foregoing and other 

desirable advantages of the present invention, 
each of the said end sections or drawer-receiving 
housings 2 and 3 embodied in the new desk con 
struction is constructed in a manner which will 
now be described and inasmuch as the construc 

...tion of both of these end sections or drawer 
receiving housings 2 and 3 is the same, only 
one of them will now be described in detail. 
By reference to the drawings, (Figs. 2, 5 and 

35 

3, eight of the horizontally extending stationary 
guide rails? 2-22:..at each side of each of the 
said end sections or drawer-receiving housings 
2 and 3 and that these guide rails 2 arear 
ranged in aligned pairs at opposite sides of each 
ings 2 and 13, that is, to say, each of the said 
guide rails. 2 is aligned with a corresponding 
guide: rail. 2 on the oppositeside of the said 
end section or drawer-receiving housing so that 

, there are eight pairs of said guide rails 2 in 
40 

45. 

each of the said end sections or drawer-receiving 
housings f2 and 3 although, of course, the num 
ber of aligned pairs of guide rails 21-22 which 
may be provided in each of the said end sections 
or drawer-receiving housings may be varied de 
pending upon the height of the desk and the 
number and size of the drawers which it is de 
sired to arrange therein. It will be understood, 
in this connection, however, that the arrange. 
ment of eight pairs of aligned guide rails 21-22 
which is shown in the drawings is sufficient to 
accommodate six of the relatively small or card. 
drawers f6 or four file drawers 7 or various 
combinations of these drawers within the per missible height limitations of standard desk sizes 

55. : - - - - - such as, for example, thirty inches. 
It will also be noted, particularly by reference 

to Figs. 4 and 10, that the spacing of the eight pairs of horizontally extending desk-drawer-sup 
porting guide members or rails 2-22 is non 

60 uniform, that is, the pairs of aligned guide rails 
21-22 are spaced at varying and different inter 

65 

70 

vals or distances vertically in the said end sec 
tions or drawer-receiving housings 2 and 3, but 
have the same spacing in each of the said end 
sections or drawer-receiving housings. 2 and 3, 
for reasons which will be explained hereinafter. 
Each of the two relatively smaller sizes of slid 

able drawers, namely, each of the card drawers 
f6 and each of the file drawers. 7, which are 
embodied in the new desk construction, has a 
channel-shaped slide member or: flange .23 at 
tached thereto at each bottom corner thereof, 

75 

as best illustrated in Figs. 6 and 13, in reference to 
one of the file drawers T, there being one of the 
channel-shaped slide members or flanges. 23. at 
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tached to each of the said drawers 6 and fi at 
each of the bottom corners thereof, and these 
slide members 23 may be attached to the draw 
ers 6 and 7 in any suitable manner, as by weld 
ing or the like. 

It will be noted, by reference particularly, to 
Figs. 6 and 13 of the drawings, that each of the 
slide members 23 has a channel-shaped portion 
24, which is adapted to ride upon and to be slid 
ably guided over and by the runner portion 24 
of one of the horizontally extending and station 
alry guide members or rails 2-22. 
By reference particularly to Figs. 7 and 12, it 

will be noted that the relatively large or so-called 
secretary's drawer 8 has attached to each side 
wall 2 thereof, adjacent the bottom thereof, and 
in any suitable manner, as by welding, a substan 
tially L-shaped member 25, and each of these 
members 25 has a horizontally extending flange 
or runner portion 26 which projects outwardly 
from the said side wall 27 of the drawer 8. 
AS best shown in FigS. 4 and 10, each of the 

end Sections or drawer-receiving housings f2 and 
f3 has two pairs of vertically spaced stationary 
guide rails. 28 therein, there being one of these 
channel-shaped stationary guide rails 28 extend 
ling between each pair of the vertically Support 
ing posts f9, at each side of each of the end 
sections or drawer-receiving housings 2 and 3, 
as best shown in Figs. 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12, 
and these channel-shaped guide rails 28 are ar 
ranged in aligned pairs, One at each side of each 
of the end Sections or drawer-receiving housings. 
Adapted to slide in each of the stationary 

channel-shaped guide rails 28 is a channel- : 
. Shaped extension slide member 29 (Figs. 7, 8, 9, 11. 
and 12) : . . s 
As shown in Figs. 7, 11, and 14, the two chan 

nel-shaped extension slide members 29 in each 
pair of the same (only one pair, being shown but 

, others being similarly constructed as and when 
desired) are interconnected by a pair of trans 
versely, extending arms or webs, 29c so that the 
two extension slide members 29 in each pair of 
the same operate or move as a unit and may be 
inserted into and removed from either of the end 

- sections 2 and 13, as and when desired. 
Provided in one of the channel-shaped sta 

O 

2(). 
shown in Fig. 14, each of the slide members 29 

25 

3 
zontally extending rail 26 of one of the L-shaped 

: members 25 which are attached to, and which are 
carried by, the relatively large or so-called secre 
tary's drawer 8, whereas each of the relatively 
larger and bottom rollers 38 projects downwardly 
through an opening or slot 29b which is formed 
in the bottom wall 29a of each of the slide mem 
bers 29 and rides upon the horizontally extend 
ing lower flange or rail 39 of the corresponding 
one of the said stationary channel-shaped Sup 

' porting rails 28, as is best shown in Figs. 7, 8, 9 
and 14. 
As shown in Fig.14, each of the extension slide. 

members 29 also has a relatively Smaller guide 
roller 40 rotatably mounted thereon, adjacent the 
front thereof, and each of these guide rollers 40 
rides against the bottom surface of the horizon-. 
tally extending flange or runner 26 of the adja 
cent member 25 so as to facilitate movement of 
the slidable drawer 8 thereon. Similarly, as 

has a relatively small guide roller 4. rotatably 
mounted thereon adjacent the upper rear por 
tion thereof and each of these guide rollers has 
a portion projecting through a slot 29e which is 
formed in the upper horizontal flange 29d of the 
slide member 29 so as to engage the bottom sur- .." 
face of the upper fange 28a of the correspond 
ing stationary guide rail 28 and thus facilitate 

30: movement of the slidable drawer 8 thereover. 
... It will be noted by reference to the drawings, 
and particularly to Figs. and 4, that the left 
hand end section or drawer-receiving housing 2 
has slidably mounted therein two of the medium 
sized or so-called file drawers d and one rela 
tively large or so-called secretary's drawerf 8, the 

...two medium sized or so-called file drawers 7 be 

40 

sing disposed above the larger or so-called secre 
tary's drawer 8, which is shown as being ar 
ranged at the bottom of said end section or 
drawer-receiving housing 2: ... This arrangement 

C. or combination of drawers is rendered possible 

4. 

by reason of the fact that the two medium sized 
or so-called file drawers 7 are slidably mounted 
in said end section or drawer-receiving housing 
f2 by movement of the members or runners . 

tionary guide members. 28 in each pair of the 
same is a horizontally extending slot 30, which is 
best shown in Figs. 5, 8 and 11, and projecting 
into each of these slots 30, through an opening 34 
which is formed in each of the Slide members. 29 
(Figs. 5, 8 and 9), is an angled end portion 3 

Each 5 5. of a spring-urged latch or stop member 32. 
of these latch or stop members 32 is yieldably 
mounted upon one of the slide members 29, as at 
33, (Figs. 5, 8 and 9), so that the said angled 
end portion 3 thereof normally projects into and 
works in the slot 30 in the corresponding slide 
member 29, said, angled end portion 3 of each 
of the latch or stop members. 32 being adapted to 
engage and abut against the end wall 30a (Fig. 
5) of the corresponding slot 30, when the rela 
tively large or secretary's drawer 8, is moved into 
open or extended position, as will be explained 
more fully hereinafter. 
Rotatably mounted, as at 35, upon each of the . 

side members 29 is an upper anti-friction roller, 
36, (Figs. 7, 8 and 14), and rotatably mounted, as 
at 3, on each of the slide members 29, below the 
roller 36 thereon, is a lower anti-friction roller 
38. It will be noted, particularly by reference 
to Figs. 7, 8, 9 and 14. that each of the relatively 

60 

23-24, which are attached thereto, upon and 
over two of the stationary guide rails' 2f-22, 
: It will be noted, in this connection, that the 
Stationary guide rails 2-22 which are adapted 
to support the two so-called file drawers. ... are 
properly arranged or spaced vertically, and are 
aligned horizontally, in the end Section or 
drawer-receiving housing 2, and corresponding 
parts are Sinailarly arranged in the end section 
or drawer-receiving housing f3, to enable the 
ready insertion and removal of the two file draw 
erS through the open front of the said end 
Section or housing 2, or f3, in which they are 
in Quinted, and that the two file drawers may 
be readily inserted into and removed from the 
said end Section, or drawer-receiving housing, 2., 

- or 3, by sliding engagement of the members or 
runners 23-24 which are attached thereto with 

85. the corresponding and selected stationary guide 
rails 21-22. 

... It will also be noted, by reference particularly. 
to Figs. 4 and 7 of the drawings, that the lower. 
and relatively large or so-called secretary's 

70 drawer 8 is slidably supported in position of use 
: in the end section or drawer-receiving housing 

2, in which it is, shown, and upon two of the stationary channel-shaped guide rails 28, by 
means of the rollers 36, 38, 40,41 and associated 

- Smaller and upper rollers 36 rides upon the hori- 75 parts, as explained hereinbefore. 



i.It will further be noted, in this connection, that 
inasmuch as the relatively large or So-called Sec 
retary's drawer. 8 is comparatively heavy, rela 
tive to the smaller card and file drawers. 16 and 

7, respectively, the said relatively large or Secre 
tary's drawer 8 is supported by rolling frictional 
contact or engagement of the lower rollers 38 
upon the horizontal rails, 39 of the stationary 
channel-shaped members 28, and by rolling fric 
tional contact or engagement of the upper rollers 
36. With and upon the horizontally extending 
flanges 26 of the members 25, as Well as by cooper. 
eration of the guide rollers 40 and 4 with the 

- parts 26 and 28a, respectively, as pointed out 
hereinbefore, rather than by sliding frictional 
engagement as are the smaller and lighter draw 
erS6 and 7. . . . . . . 

... Moreover, by reason of the fact that the rela 
tively large and so-called secretary's drawer i8 
is comparatively large and heavy, relative to the 
Smaller and lighter drawers 6 and T, one of the 
extension slide units 29-29-29c is associated . 
therewith to permit or enable the outward ex 
tension of the relatively large or secretary's 

- drawer 8 particularly when the latter is filled 
With relatively heavy articles such as record books 
Or, the like Which are adapted to be kept there 

...in, and this outward movement or extension of 
the Secretary's drawer 8 is facilitated by move 
ment of the extension slide unit. 29-29-29c 
which is readily movable by reason of the air 
rangement of the rollers 36-38-40 and 4 and 
aSSociated parts, as pointed out hereinbefore. . 

... Hence, it will be seen that when outward 
movement is imparted to the relatively large or 
Secretary's drawer 8, by manually grasping the 
handle thereof, and pulling outwardly thereon, 
this movement acts, through the frictional en- . 
gagement between the runners 26 and the rollers 
36 - and 38 to move the extension slide unit 
29-29-29c with the relatively large or secre 
tary's drawer 8, this outward movement of the 
extension slide unit 29-29-29c being limited by 
the engagement of the angled end portions 3 of 
the stop or latch members 32 against the end 
Walls 30a of the slots 30, as best shown in Fig. 5. 
Each of the extension slide units 29-29-29c 

may be inserted into and removed from the end 
Section or drawer-receiving housing 2 or 3 in 
Which it is arranged, so as to enable it and the 
l'elatively large or secretary's drawer i? 8 as 
sociated therewith to be shifted or to be inserted 

' into or removed from the upper or lower half of 
One of the Said end Sections or drawer-receiving 
housings 2 and f3, or to be shifted from one of . 
Said end sections or drawer-receiving housings 2 
and 3 to the other. Such insertion, removal and rearrangement may be effected by manually 
pressing upon the angled end portions 3 f of the 
Spring-urged latch or stop members 32, which, 
are carried by the extension slides 29, so as to 
move the said angled end portions 3 of said latch 
or stop members 32 from the position in which 
One of Said latch or stop members 32 is shown in 

2,875,441 
. drawer-receiving housing 2 and shifted into po 
sition of use in the upper portion of the said end 
section or drawer-receiving housing 2 wherein it 
may be used with the upper pair of Stationary 
guide rails 28-28 in the said end section 2, or 
from position of use with the said end section 
or drawer-receiving housing f2 into position of use 
With the other end section or drawer-receiving 
housing. 3, as may be desired, and so as to effect 

0 a part of the novel interchangeability of desk 
drawers which is embodied in the present inven 
tion and which is referred to hereinafter. . . . 
As best shown in Figs. 4 and 10, each of the end 

sections or drawer-receiving housings, as 2 and 
f3, is provided with two pairs of the channel 
shaped stationary guide rails 28 so that the rela 
tively large or secretary's drawer 8 may be 
slidably arranged in either the upper half or the 
lower half of either of the said end sections or 
drawer-receiving housings f2 and 3, although, 
for most purposes, it may be desirable to employ 
the relatively large or secretary's drawer in the 

30 

35 

bottom or lower half portion of one of the said 
end sections or drawer-receiving housings since 
it is more readily accessible in this position and is 
in general more easily handled, particularly by 
reason of its weight, and especially when it is 
filled with relatively. heavy articles such, for ex 
ample, as record books and the like. 

However, if and when desired, two of the rela 
tively large or secretary's drawers 8 may bear 
ranged in One of the end sections or drawer-re 
ceiving housings, f2 and 13, in place of one secre 
tary's drawer 8 and two medium sized file 
drawers , as shown in Figs. 1 and 4, without 
requiring any alteration or change in construc 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

tion. Whatever, in said end section or drawer 
receiving housing, or in the desk itself in which 
the Said end section or drawer-receiving housing 
is embodied. This interchangeability merely re 
quires that the two medium sized or file drawers 

be slidably removed from the end section, as 
3, in which they are arranged, and a second 

relatively large or secretary's drawer f8, and a 
Second extension slide unit 29-29-29c be slida 
bly inserted in the said end section 3 in place 
thereof, and in association with the upper pair 
of Stationary guide rails 28. . . . 

Hence, it will be seen that the new desk con 
struction permits or enables the interchangeable 
or Selective use of either one or two of the rela 
tively large or secretary's drawers, as 8, to be 
employed in either (or both) of the end sections or drawer-receiving housings 2 and 3, (each 
in place of two file drawers T or in place of 
three card drawers f6), without requiring any 
change or alteration, whatever, in the mechani 
cal construction of the said end sections or 
drawer-receiving housings 2 and 3 or in the 
said desk if itself in which they are embodied. 
AS pointed out hereinbefore, the two end sec 

tions or drawer-receiving housings, 2 and 3, 

65. 
full lines in Fig. 9 to the position in which the 
said latch or stop member 31-32 is shown in 
dotted lines in Fig. 9. This enables the said 
angled end portions 3 of the said spring-urged 
latch members 32 to be slid past the end walls 
3ea of the slots 30 (Figs. 5 and 11) and thus: 
enables or permits the said extension slide unit 
29-29-29c which is shown in the drawings, to be 
removed from the position in which it is shown 
in the lower portion of the said end section or 

70 

are identical in construction and, by reference 
to the drawings, it will be noted that whereas 
one large or secretary's drawer 18 and two me 
dium sized or relatively smaller file drawers it 
are slidably mounted in the left-hand end section 
or drawer-receiving housing f2, as seen in Fig. 1, 
six of the Smallest or so-called card drawers, 6 
are slidably mounted in the right-hand end sec 
tion or drawer-receiving housing 3, as seen in 
Fig.1 and this interchangeability is made pos 
Sible by reason of the novel construction and 

5. predetermined but unequal spacing of the aligned 
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pairs of horizontally extending stationary, guide: 
rails, 2?-22 together: with, andi in combination: 
with; the novel, arrangement and spacing of the 
slides or runners 23-24 which are: carried by the: 
drawers 6; and f and which slides upon the sta 
tionary guide-rails 2-22, plus the novel arrange 
ment, and Spacing of the stationary channel 
shaped guide rails. 28, the extension; slides. 29;. 
in combination with the members;25-26, and as 
Sociated parts; , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

It will thus be seen from the foregoing descrip 
tion, considered. in conjunction: with the accom 
panying drawings, that, it is possible: to employ: 
in connection with each of the end sections or. 
drawer-receiving housings, as: 2; and 3 of thes 
new, desk. ..., Various permutations, or combina 
tions of slidable, drawers of different sizes; two: 
of such possible combinations: being shown in the: 
drawings, namely, six of the: relatively, smallisor. 
so-called card drawers, 6 in the right-hand end, 
section or drawer-receiving housing 13 of the desk 
l, as seen in Fig. 1, and two; of the medium-sized 

5, 
ners 23a-24a which are adapted to slide upon. 
selected pairs of the horizontal-guide rails 2 a. 

It will likewise, be seen by reference to Fig. 3 
that the ends section: 12a is provided, with a single 
pair of substantially channel-shaped horizontally 
extending guide rails, 28a; which are similar to the 
guide rails-28 and which are: arranged adjacent. 
the bottom of the:end of section: 12a so as to co 
operate with an extension: slide unit such as that 

10 which is shown in Figs. 7, 8, 9,11,12. and 14, to slidably, support a relatively large or secretary's 
drawer or the like-in-the-bottom portion of each; 
of the said end sections or drawer-receiving hous 
ings f2a and 3a;in place of two of the file drawers. 

15. 
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or so-called file drawers. 17 and one relatively: 
large or secretary's drawer in the left-hand, end, 
section 2, as seen in Fig.1. . . . . . . . 

It will readily be understood and appreciated, 
however, that various other; permutations and 
combinations, of slidable desk, drawers are: post 
sible, within the scope and contemplations of the 
present. invention, and that such permutations 
or combinations may be made, and such inter 
changeability of the various-types and sizes of 
drawers is possible, without, requiring any change: 
or alteration whatever, in the construction of the 
desk itself, or in the construction of either of the: 
said: end; sections or drawer-receiving housings. 
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flat, which are shown as-being mounted therein. 
It will also beseen by reference to Fig. 3 that by 

reason of the-fact that the desk. 43therein shown. 
is of the island type, but is of standard desk 
height, preferably thirty (30), inches, the ca 
pacity of each of the said end-sections or drawer 
receiving housings 12a and 3a is reduced by the 
vertical height, or depth of one file-drawer, fla: so 
that, instead. of having a capacity of four file. 
drawers; or, six. card-drawers, or two-relatively 
large or secretary's, drawers; as do each of the 
end'sections, or drawer-receiving housings-2 and 
3 which are embodied in the other form of the 

desk, shown in Figs, 1,2 and, 4to.15; inclusive, 
of the drawings, end sections 2a, in the desk. 

his embodied in the form of the invention 
shown in Fig. 3 has a capacity of only three file. 
drawers. Ila, or four card drawers 16 or one sec 

12, and 3, embodied therein, and that the desired. 
interchangeability is effected: merely by... remov 
ing, one pasticular drawer, or combination of 
drawers, and substituting in place thereof, another, 
desired drawer or combinations, of drawers. - 
A slightly... modified form of the invention is 

shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings wherein the in 
vention is shown as embodied in a desks of the 
so-called island type, which is generally indicated 
at 43, and comprises, an end... section or drawer 
receiving housing. 2a, which may be, made of any. 
suitable material, but which is preferably metal, 
and which has a desktop. 5a detachably mount 
ed., thereon. Only one end section, namely, a left. 
end section, 2a is shown in Fig. 3; since the other 
and right end section (not shown).is substantially, 
identical thereto. . . . . . . . . . . 
In this, form of the invention each of the end. 

sections or drawer-receiving housings: 12a is prefer 
erably supported upon a plurality of substantially 
U-shaped tubular metal runners indicated at 44, 
which may be attached to each of the end sections 
2a in any suitable manner, as by welding, so as 

to provide a desk of the so-called island type. 
As shown in Fig. 3, the end Section 2d. includes 

retary's, drawer, such as, 8, and two card drawers. 
or one secretary's drawer and one file drawer or. 
various other possible combinations of such draw 
ers. It will readily be appreciated that this loss. 
of capacity in each of the end sections or drawer 
receiving housings. 12a and 3d. is due to the ver 
tical space required for, and taken-up by the tu 
bular island members...or supporting...feet 44, and 
which is equal to the vertical height or depth of 
one.file.drawer, such as 1a- or two card drawers, 
such as 6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Except as: pointed out above, the desk. 43. and 
45 the end sections, 2a, embodied therein are sub 

stantially similar in construction and use to the 
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a plurality of vertically extending supporting or 
corner posts 9a, having aligned pairs of un 
equally spaced horizontally extending guide mem 
bers 2 a mounted therein and which are similar 
in construction to the guide members 2 which 
have been described hereinbefore in connection 
with the form of the invention which is shown in 
FigS. 1, 2, and 4 to 15, inclusive. 

It Will likewise be noted by reference to Fig. 3 
that the end section 2d has three so-called file 
drawers a slidably mounted therein upon se 
lected pairs of the guide rails 2 a, each of the 
file drawers. Ta, being identical to the file drawers 
17, and being provided with corresponding run 
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desk. l- and to the end sections, 2 and 3 em 
bodied thereins in the other form of the inven 
tion which is shown in the drawings, and those 
parts in the form of the invention shown in Eig. 
3. corresponding to similar parts in the other form 
of the invention shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 4 to 15, 
inclusive, have been given the same reference 
numerals followed by the letter “a.' . i 
It will be seen, therefore, from the foregoing 

description, considered in combination with the 
ag.companying, drawings; that the present inven 
tion affords a new and improved desk construc 
tion embodying two end sections or drawer-re 
ceiving housings in each of which various com 
binations of slidable drawers may be interchange 
ably arranged Without requiring any change or 
alteration whatever in the construction of the 
desk itself, or in the construction of either of said 
end Sections or dra-Wer-receiving housings embod 
ied therein, thus enabling distributors and deal 
ers handling the new desk for the manufacturer 
thereof to satisfy the demands and requirements 
of Various customers by keeping on hand a stock 
or Supply of the end sections or drawer-receiving 
housings, desk tops, various styles and sizes of 
slidable drawers, and associated parts, which may 
be mounted in the new desk construction, so 
that the dealer may readily assemble a desk emi 
bodying the particular arrangement of drawers 

  



6 
desired by the customer and best suited to his 
needs, as and when desired. . . . . 

It will also be appreciated, from the foregoing 
description, considered in conjunction with the 
accompanying, drawings, that the interchange 
ability of the various slidable drawers, Qr com 
binations thereof, which is rendered possible in 
the use of the new desk construction, is not such 
interchangeability as might be effected by the 
manufacturer of a desk at a factory, that is, such 
as might be effected by tearing down and rebuild 
ing a desk, but is an interchangeability built into 
the new desk by the manufacturer thereof to 
enable his distributors and dealers to assemble a 
desk embodying any desired combination or com 
binations of drawers best suited to a customer's 
needs and requirements, without shipping the 
new desk back to the manufacturer and Without 
the necessity for making any change in the con 
struction of the desk itself. . . . 

Hence, it will be seen from the foregoing de 
scription, considered in combination with the 
accompanying drawings, that the present inven 
tion accomplishes its intended objects, and has 
the desirable advantages, including those which 
have been specifically pointed out hereinbefore. 
I claim: 1. An article of furniture comprising a drawer 

receiving housing including spaced vertically ex 
tending parallel side walls, a pair of substantially 
channel-shaped horizontally extending guide 
members mounted in said drawer-receiving hous 
ing along the inner surfaces of said side walls, 

2,375,441 
pair of substantially channel-shaped guide 
members, said three additional pairs of said 
friction guide members being spaced at sub 
stantially equal vertical distances from each 
other, all of said four pairs of friction guide 
members lying within a vertical distance or space 
in said drawer-receiving housing corresponding 
approximately to the vertical depth or heighth of 
said relatively large and heavy drawer, and the 

10, lowermost pair of said three additional pairs of 
said friction guide members being spaced at a 
greater vertical distance from said...first named 
pair of friction guide members than it is from 

5. 
the next adjacent pair of said additional friction 
guide members lying immediately thereabove. 

2. An article of furniture comprising a drawer receiving housing including spaced vertically ex 
tending parallel side walls, a pair of substantially 
channel-shaped horizontally extending guide 
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Ian extension slide unit including anti-friction. 35 tion guide members including a horizontally ex 
tending guiding flange, said pair of friction guide rollers cooperable with said pair of substantially, 

channel-shaped guide members for slidably sup- . 
porting a relatively large and heavy drawer in 
said drawer-receiving housing, a pair of hori 
zontally extending friction guide members mount 
ed in said drawer-receiving housing along the 
inner surfaces of said side walls and below said pair of substantially channel-shaped guide mem 
bers, each of said friction guide members includ 
ing a main body portion for mounting the said 
friction guide member in position of use in said 
drawer-receiving housing and each of said fric 
ition guide members including a horizontally ex 
tending guiding flange, said pair of friction guide 
members being adapted to slidably support a 
relatively small and light drawer having a ver 
tical depth or heighth substantially smaller than, 
and - only a fraction of the vertical depth or 

members nounted in Said drawer-receiving hous 
ing along the inner surfaces of said side walls, 
an extension slide unit including anti-friction 
rollers cooperable with said pair of substantially 
channel-shaped guide members for slidably sup 
porting a relatively large and heavy drawer in 
said drawer-receiving housing, a pair of horizon 
tally extending friction guide members mounted 
in said drawer-receiving housing along the in 
ner surfaces of said side walls and below said 
pair of substantially channel-shaped guide mem 
bers, each of said friction guide members includ 
ing a main body portion for mounting the said 
friction guide member in position of use in said 
drawer-receiving housing and each of said fric 

members being adapted to slidably support a rel 
atively small and light drawer having a vertical 
depth or heighth substantially Smaller than, and 

40 only a fraction of the vertical depth or heighth 
, of, said relatively large and heavy drawer, and 
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heighth of, said relatively large and heavy 
drawer, and three additional pairs of said fric 
tion guide: members mounted in said drawer 
receiving housing along the inner surfaces of 
said side walls thereof and above the said 

55 

at least three additional pairs of said friction 
guide members mounted in said drawer-receiving 
housing along the inner surfaces of said side 
walls thereof and above the said pair of substan 
tially channel-shaped guide members, three of 
said additional pairs of said friction guide mem 
bers being spaced at substantially equal vertical 
distances from each other, and the lowermost pair 
of said three, additional pairs of said friction 
guide members being spaced at a greater vertical 
distance from said first named pair of friction 
guide members than it is from the next adjacent 
pair of said additional friction guide membersly 
ing immediately thereabove. 

IRVING SALOMON. 

  


