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: 2 Claims.

“This invention :rélates *to : desks

Morespecificglly, this invention-relates to-desks
of ‘the -character which' meay tbe-employed in:busi-
‘ness-and professional offices;and;the like.:

There is a demand for a desk which:is:so-con-
sStructed ;and arranged: by the mamurfacturer that
ithe- purchaser’thereof may ‘have:embodied there-
#in by the :trade dedler;rather than:by:the: manu-
facturer, wdrious 'possible combinations :of Tesk

drawers 'whxch e may :desire:anid’ which aay. be’
foest fitted far ‘hxs pa:rtrcuhzr needs withm Itrmta-» ‘

tions,

:An object of ) the pzesent mvnnmmn thex!ef,ore,g
s -to rafford - :mew -and dimproved deskconstruc-
tion embodying -cone’ or ;more :end-sections ar;

‘drawer-receiving housings: adapted to- wegeive,

welectively -and :interchangeably, 'variousor :dif- -

.ferent types. and :sizes -of sslidable «drawers rand
various -and idifferent ‘nombma,ti(ms sthereof with-
-aut:requiring -any .change: or alteration, whatever,
+#m +the canstruction -of \thedesk itiself go-that the
desired .interchangeability -may rbe mmade by :the
dealer and the-desk thus.rendered most suitable

Hfor -the. custemerss ;panticular -needs without the

'

-necessity for.any- nhangze dn.- the mechamca,l eon- g

sstimiction - thereof.

sAnadditional.object af. the present mventlon is
to .afford s new and improved -desk —constructxon i}
by smeans .6f which :slidable .drawers of \va.nous' )
types :and :sizes .may - be selectively .and sinter-.
_changeably .arranged .in.each;and ,exther -of :the '

.end.sections or.drawer-receiving.housings thereof,
that ds, in -either .the left-hand .end section or
drawer-receiving .housing .or 1n,the mghtfhand

.end section or.drawer-receiving housing Wxthout ‘

requiring any -change ar .alteration in, the con~
struction of the desk. itself:

An additional dbject of the new inveérition, an-
. -cillary to the foregoing dhiects, isito. afford anew -

“and improved.desk canstruction which is.so.con-
structed .and .arranged .at the factory ‘tHat when
distributed by the manufacturer £0" his ‘trade

-Healers‘the latter may make up or assemble from-
stock on "hand various ‘types. of desks 1o satlsfy L

‘the -various .denmrands of customers ‘ag orders are

rereived, by -arranging -various combmations of g

Flidable drawers of different sizes and:intended
“for-different purposes‘in -each of ‘the ‘end’ sections
or -drawer-receiving *housings -of ‘the new desk
wconstruction, ‘thus -endabling the trade -dealer to
-satisfy'the varyingdemands of ‘customers-without
_ ‘requiring the dedler ‘to maintain ‘a 1arge ‘supply
: df oomplete deSks on hand ﬁhereby matenally

>qmned’to mamtarm in order 0 satlsfy the needs
and :demands of ‘his qustmners K

(Cl 45—-17)

* Another gbject of“the mventmn is to arford a
new and improved desk which {is ‘so -constructed
+san@arranged-bythe manufawcturerwthat ite enables

.rthe:dedler:to-provide his customers-with what: are,
Aneffeot, ‘custom ‘built wdesks, that is to:say, with
. desks. which -are -assembietl by ‘the rdealer from
istock rparts supplied by the manufacturer -but
which :are, mevertheless, rassembled fo imeet :the
'varying but specific requlrements -and needs of -
+different customers. :
‘Other-and further: obJects ofsthe: present inven-
tmn will ‘bempparent from the foregoing deserip-
-ion -and claims-and will e, ‘understood by refer- .
ence: to ‘the accompanying drawings -which; by .
15 way «of illustration, -show preferred: embodrments .
and the :principles thereof and what Imnow. con--
-sider ito -be the best mede in which I-have-een- -

10

" ./hodiments-of -the invention embodying -the same
20 -0r:equivalent principles may ‘be used and.struc-’
;‘tural ~changes may e made’as desn:ed by those ‘
;skilled .in the art ‘without depa,rtmg from :the
‘_,present invention .. nd the purvmw .of the ap-..
:pended claims, . ‘ ;
Cdn the dra,wmgs, O ‘

. .Fig..1.is.a front elevational view 111ustrat1ng a

‘typical embodlment of ‘the new desk »construc-
c-dion;. :

LFig.2 is.a horxzonta.l sectmnal top plan view on
line .2—2 in.Fig.-1; :
‘Fig. 3.is.an. enlarged vertxcal sectmnal v;ew
.showing .a modification .of -the invention. as.em-.

bodied.in a.s0- -called island type of.- desk;:

. Fig. 4 .is .a vertical .sectional view .of the. left-
35 -hand end.section.as seen.in Fig..1;

LinFiged; :

Fig, 6.:is an- enlarged fragmentary sectxonal
»detml yiew.illustrating ..a, preferred manner of
slidably -mounting the -relatively .smaller .or.so-
ealled -card and :file «drawers in'the end :sections
‘ordrawer-receiving housings.of: the new-desk con=
- :struction; :as applied to-a so-called-file drawer;

Fig. 7.is:a fragmentary sectional view-illustrat-
ing a preferred manner:of- mounting -a- relatively

40

45

_Yarge drawer, ‘such as 'a 'so-called -secretary’s

“rdrawer, in.-an rend “section sor drawer-recewmg
- housing ‘of -the new «desk:construction; ,
Tig. 8 ds «a fragmentary view on ‘line :8—8 in
“Fig. 4, partly in section-and: partly-in side: eleva~
B tion “illustrating a preferred -construction -for
sslidably mounting iand guiding :a relatively large
“idrawer, such as a:so-<called secrebary’s-drawer, in.
one:of the end sections or-drawer-receiving ‘hous-

: 55 ings of the newadesk consbructmn,

~templated -applying those principles; Other em- " ‘

- Pig.53is a sectional top plan view online 5—5



Fig. 9 is a view on line 9—9 in Fig. 8, partly in
section and partly in top plan;

Fig. 10 is a transverse vertical sectional view,

showing the manner in which. six of  the- rela-
tively small or so-called csard-drawers are as-
sembled in one of the end sections or drawer-

2,375,441

~ porting. or corner posts 19, one adjacent each . :

receiving housings embodied in the new desk con- -

struction, namely; the end section or drawer-re-
celvmg housing Whlch is shown at the rlght in
‘Flg 1;.

Fig. 1.1. is.a. fragmentary V1ew partly in. sectlon'

and partly in elevation, illustrating the manner

in which the relatively large or secretary’s drawer, -

is selectively and interchangeably slidably gulded

_in either of the end sections or drawer-recewmgf

housings embodied in the new desk constructio
Fig: 12 is a fragmentary perspective View illus

10,

11), it will ‘be noted that each of the end sections
or drawer-receiving housings 12 and 13 is pro-
vided with a plurality of vertically extending sup-

corner of each of said-end sections or drawer-
receiving housings, each of said corner posts or
supporting members {9 being preferably in the

form of a channel-shaped metallic member hav-
‘ing flanged edges- 20, and these corner posts 1§

may-he. secured to the side walls, as Iza, and {3a,

“of the end sections or. drawer-receiving housings

15

trating a preferred manner in which a rela,tlvelyf ;

large or so-called secretary’s drawer may he. slid-

- ably mounted and guidéd in' either of the end
.. sectionis -or drawer-receiving ‘housings: embodled
: 1n the new desk construction;

‘Fig.13isa fragmentary perspective detall Vlew
' lllustratmg a preferred construction of the means

by which relatively: smaller*drawers: such a5 0=

-called card and file drawers may be slidably guided

{2 and {3 in any suitable manner, as by welding.
Extending horizontally between each adjacent
pair of vertical supporting or corher posts 19, at

‘each side of each of the end sections or drawer-:
_receiving housings 12 and I3, is a plurality of sta-
" tionary guide rails 21 which may be secured to the

vertical:Supporting posts {8 in any suitable man-

. ner, as by welding, and each of these guide rails .

20

“21 ha§ a bent over or crimped ‘upper edge por-
‘tion 22 which provides:a. runner to facilitate slid-

- ablemovement; : at -different‘times, - of -the two

25°

‘in~the ‘end sections -or-drawer-receiving hous- -

~.ings which are'embodied in the new desk con-
struction; and. T

Fig. 14 is a detail view, partly in: sectlon and; 30

partly in elevation, showing g preferred construc-
tion of ‘an’ extensmn slide unit which may be em-

ployed in the new desk construction for slidably
“mounting and gliding a relatively large drawer,
- such’as a so-called secretary’s drawer, in either:

of the: end sectlons or drawer-receiving housings
’ 'whlch -are embodied in the new desk consttuction,
“."--As ‘shown 'in the drawmgs (Figs. 1 ‘and 10);
“the right-hand end section- or -drawer- -receiving
‘housing 3 {as'seen in Fig: ~1) has slidably mount=
.€d therein six Telatively small or so-called card
~drawers IE ‘whereas ‘the other or left-hand: end

- section or-drawer-receiving housing 12 (as seen -
in Fig. 1) has slidably mounted therein tWo some--
‘what larger and so-called file drawers 17 and one.

relatlvely large or so- called secretary s dra,wer 18
“(Figs. T-and 4). :
The . present 1nventlon is partwular]y con-

" cerned with - the censtructlon by means, of .7
slidable
such as .

- which, and _ the manner in 'Whlch
‘;drawers of vanous types “and sizes,.
the- drawers 1 6 17 ang: 18, and various com-
_binations ‘of said drawers,” may be shdably and

mterchangeably ‘mounted - in’ each or either .of
the drawe«r~rece1vmg housmgs or end sect10ns~

12'and 13 so that desks embodying various deswed
combinations of said drawers may be’ afforded to

- meet the demands and needs of various customers. -,
© and ‘without requiring any- ¢hange or alteratmn o

) 'whatever in the. cor\structmn of said end sections

- or drawer- recelvmg housings {2 and 13, and with-

';out requmnor trade dlstrlbutors such as jobbers,
dealers and the like; to'maintain g stock of com-

" plete‘desks on hand to meet the needs, demands
B and -requirémérits of ‘their:éustomers.

-Inorder to accomplish the foregoing and other -

desirable: advantages of the present invention,

relatively smaller types of desk drawers. 16.and: 17
thereover, in-a manner. Whlch Wlll Jbe descrfoed )
hereinafter. =~ -

- It will be noted by reference partlcularly to Fig.

4 that there are; therefore, in. each:of the.said

.-end sections or drawer-recewmg housings12 and

13, eight of the Horizontally extending stationary -

-guide ‘railsy 21—22:.at each side of each-of the

said end sections or drawer-receiving ‘housings -
12 and 13 and that these guide rajls 21 are ar- -

- “ranged in aligned pairs:at opposite sides of each - ’
*..of the'said end sections or drawer-recelvmg hous-

35"

ings ‘12 and-18, that is' to:say; each:of ‘the said

- sguide’ rails-21- is- aligned:with &’ corresponding
- -‘guide:rail ‘21 ‘on-the“opposite “side ‘of - the" said’
.iend. section -or drawer-recelvmg ‘housing so that

40 €

l‘there are ‘eight pairs of ‘said - gmde rails 21" in .
each.of the said end séctions. or dra.wer -receiving -

“housings {2 and 13 although; of course; the num-

"ber- of - aligned ‘pairs-of - guide rails 21—22 which

may ‘be provided in ‘each of the sald end sections

or: dra.wer-recelwng ‘housings may ‘be varied de-

45.

pendlng tpon ‘the’ heéight” -of “the! desk and ‘the

- number and size of the drawers Wthh it is de-
" gired to arrange therem ST will be wutiderstood,

-'in*thi§" connection, however, that ‘the ‘arrange-
‘fent of eight pairs ‘of ‘aligned’ ‘guide rails 21—22
‘Whlch is shown in the drawings’is ‘suficient to

accommodate six of the relatively small or- card -

Cdrawers’ 16 or four file’ drawers 11 or ‘various
-"combmatmns of these drawers w1th1n ‘the per-
' missible heéight hmltatmns of standard desk sizes
; such as,’; for example thirty inches.

‘Tt will aiso be noted, partmularly by reféerence

to Figs. 4 and 10, that the spacing’ of the eight

60

pairs of horlzonta.lly extendlng ‘désk~drawer-sup-

‘porting guide members or -rails 2{—22"is non-

unlform that is, the pairs of ahgned guide rails

721-222 are spaced at varying and different.inter-
o vals _or distances vertically. in the said.end sec-
. tions or drawer- rece1v1ng housings’ 12 and {3, but
. have the same spacing in each -of. the said end:

65

sections or drawer-receiving housings-12 and (3,

.. for.reasons which will be explained.hereinafter.

each of the said end sections or drawer-receiving -

70

i housmgs 12 and 13 embodied inthe new desk con-

“struetion’ is constructed in a’ manher which will

“now be described and inasmuch ‘as ‘the construc- -

~.tion’ of-both:'of these 'end rsections or drawer-
" receiving’ housings 12:and- 13 ‘is the  same; only
‘orie of them will. now be ‘described in" detail. :

- By reference’to the:drawings, (Figs. 2, 5 and

Each of the two relatively smaller sizes of slid-.

’able drawers, namely; each of the card drawers

16 and. each of the file drawers 11, which are

.embodied. in. the new desk constructlon has a
_channel-shaped-slide member or- flange-23 at-

' -tached thereto at.each:bottom corner thereof,

75

as best illustrated in Figs. 6 and 13, in reference to

-one .of ‘the-file drawers T, there bemg one of ‘the

channel-shaped slide members or flanges. 23 ab-
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- tached to each of the said drawers (6 and 11 at

“each ‘of the bottom corners. thereof, and these
slide members 23 may be attached to the draw-
ers 1§ and 17in any suxtable manner, as by weld-
ing or the like.

It will be noted, by reference partlcu]arly to
“Figs. 6 and 13 of the drawings, that each of the
slide members 23 ‘has a channel-shaped portion
- 28 which is adapted to ride upon and to be slid-
ably guided over -and by the runner portion 24
of -one of the horizontally extending.and sta,tion-
ary guide members or rails 21—22.

" By reference particularly to Figs. 7 and 12, it
will be noted that the relatively large or so-called
secretary’s drawer I8 has attached to each side
wall 27 thereof, adjacent the bottom thereof, and
in any suitable manner, as by welding, a substan-
‘tially  L-shaped member 25, and each of these
members 25 has a horizontally extending flange

. or runner portion 26 which projects outwardly

from the said side wall 27 of the drawer 18.

As best shown in Figs.-4 and 10, each of ‘the

~end sections or drawer-receiving housings {2 and
{3 has two pairs of vertically spaced stationary
‘guide rails. 28 therein, there being one of these
channel-shaped stationary guide rails 28 extend-
“'ing between each pair of the vertically support-
“ing “posts 19, at.each side of each ‘of the end
sections or drawer-receiving houisings 12 and (3,
as ‘best shown ih Figs. 4, 7,8, 9, 10, 11, and 12,
and these channel-shaped guide rails 28 are ar-
ranged in aligned pairs, one at each side of each
of the end sections or drawer-receiving housings.

Adapted  to slide in each of the stationary:
‘channel-shaped guide. rails ‘28 'is a channel-:

- shaped extension slide member 29 (Figs 7,8,9, 11
and 12):

.. As shown in Pigs. 7, 11, and 14, the two chan-‘

nel-shaped extension slide members 29 in each
pair of the same (only one pair being shown but
.-others being similarly. constructed as and when
desired) are imterconnected by. a pair of trans-
versely. extending arms -or webs 29c¢ so that the

- two extension slide members 29 in each pair-of N
the same operate or move as a unit and may be

inserted into and removed from either of the end
- sections 12 and 13; as and when desired:
Provided in one of ‘the channel-shaped sta-

10

=
3

i}

2(

25

“the slidable drawer 18 thereon.
shown in PFig. 14, each of the slide members 29

3

‘zontally extending rail 26 of .one of the L-sha,ped
“members 25 which are attached to, and:which are

carried by, the relatively large or.so-called secre-
tary’s drawer 18, whereas each of the relatively

‘larger and bottom rollers 38 projects downwardly
‘through an opening or slot 29b which is formed

in the bottom wall 29a of each of the slide mem-

“bers 29 and rides upon the horizontally extend-

ing lower flange or rail 39 of the corresponding :
one of the said stationary channel-shaped sup-

-portimg rails 28, as is best shown in Figs. 7,8, 9

and 14. )
~As-shown in Fig. 14, each of the extension slide .
members’ 29 4also ‘has a relatively smaller ‘guide -
roller 40 rotatably mounted thereon, adjacent the
front thereof, and each of these guide rollers 40

rides against the bottom surface of the horizon- .

tally extending flange or runner 26 of the adja-
cent member 25 so as to facilitate movement of -
Similarly, as ..

has g rrelatively small guide  roller 44 rotatably
mounted thereon adjacent the upper rear por-
tion thereof and each of these guide rollers 41 has
3 portion projecting through a slot 28e which is
formed in the upper- horizontal flange 29d’ of the :

slide member 29 so as to engage the bottom sur- '

face of the upper flange 28a of the correspond-

- ing -stationary guide rail 28 and thus facilitate

3

movement of the slidable drawer 18 thereover. '

- It will- be noted by reference to: the drawings,
‘and: particularly to Figs. 1 and 4, that the left-
hand end section or drawer-receiving housing 12
‘has slidably mounted therein two of the medium

-sized or so-called file drawers 11 and one rela-

tively large or so-called secretary’s drawer 18, the

“two medium sized or so-called file drawers I1 be-

40

ing dispesed above the larger or so-called secre-
tary’s drawer {8 which is shown as being ar-
ranged -at the bottom of said ‘end section or
drawer-receiving housing 12. . This arrangement

©.or “¢ombination of drawers is rendered possible

45

by reason of the fact that the two medium sized
or so-called:file drawers 17 are slidably mounted
in saild end section-or drawer-receiving housing

12 by ‘movement of the members or runners -

tionary guide members. 28 in each ‘pair of the ..

same-is a horizontally .extending slot 38, which is
‘best shown in Figs, 5, 8 and 11, and projecting
into each of these slots 30, through an opening 34
which is formed. in each of the slide members 29
(Figs. 95, 8 and 9),
of a spring-urged latch or stop member 32.
. of these latch or stop members 32 is yieldably

mounted upon one of the slide members 29, as at
33, (Figs. 5, 8 and 9), so-that the. said angled
end portion 31 thereof normally projects into and

works in the slot 30 in the corresponding slide -

' imember 289, said angled end portion 31 of each
of the latch or stop members. 32 being adapted to
engage and abut against the end wall 30a (Fig.

5) of the corresponding slot 30, when the rela-
tively large or secretary’s drawer I8 is moved into"

open or extended position, as w1ll be . explained
more fully hereinafter.

Rotatably mounted, as at 35, upon each .of the -
- slide members 29 is gn upper anti-friction roller .

36, (Figs. 7, 8 and 14), and rotatably mounted, as
at 31, on each of the shde members 29, bélow the
roller 36 thereon, is g lower anti-friction roller
38. It will be noted, particularly by reference
to Figs. 7,'8, 9 and 14. that each of the relatively

is an angled end portion 31 .

Each ‘.5 5

H0:

60

70

23—24, which are attached thereto, upen and
over two.of the stationary guide rails 2{—22, -
- It will- be rioted, in this connection, that the -
stationary -guide rails 21-—22 which are adapted
to support the two so-called. file drawers |71 -are
properly arranged or spaced vertically, and:are
aligned: horizontally. in  the ‘end  section -or
drawer-receiving. housing 12, and corresponding
parts are similarly arranged in the end section
or drawer-receiving ‘housing 13, to enable the

.ready insertion and removal of -the two file draw- -
-ers 41 through: the open front of the said end .

section or housing 12, or13, in which they are

“mounted, -and that the two file drawers {1 may

be readily inserted into and removed from.the
said end section or drawer-receiving housing, 12

~or 13,.by sliding engagement of the members or
~runners 2324 which are attached thereto with
85

the corresponding and selected sta,tlonary guide :
rails 21—22, . -

.. It will-also be noted, by reference partmula,rly o

) to Flgs 4 and 7 of the drawings, that the lower:.
,and relatively large - or  so-called secretary’s ‘
.drawer 18 is slidably supported in posmon of use
-in, the end :section or drawer-receiving housing

A2, in’ which it is shown, and upon two of the

- smaller and upper rollers 36 rides upon the hori- 78§

'statlonary cha.nnel-sha.ped guide rails 28, by

means of the rollers-36, 38, 48, 41 and associated
parts as explained herembefore



a

Tt will further be noted in this connection, tha.t )

: 'masmuch as the relatively -large or so-called sec~
. retary’s drawer 18 is.comparatively heavy, rela-
- tive to the smaller card and file drawers. 16 and

11, respectively, the said relatively large or secre- -

‘tary’s.drawer {8 is supported by rolling frictional
contact or -engagement of the lower rollers 38
upon-the horizontal rails. 38 of the stationary
- ¢channel-shaped members 28, and by rolling fric-
- tional contact or engagement of the upper rollers
36 with. and upon. the horizontally extending

‘~flanges 26 of the members 25, as well as by coop- .

“.eration: of the guide rollers 40 and 41 with the
‘parts :26 -and 28a, respectively, as-pointed qut
“hereinbefore, rather than by sliding frictional

engagement as are the smaller and lighter draw—

-ers:§6:and I7.

;- Moreover, by reason of the fact that the rela-
- tively large and so-called secreta,rys drawer |i8
is comparatively large and heavy, relative to the
smaller and lighter drawers 16 and 1], one of the

extension. slide units '29-—29—29¢ is associated -

“therewith .to permit or enable the outward ex-

tension -of : the relatively large or secretary’s -

~drawer {8 particularly: when the latter is filled
-with relatively heavy articles such as record books
-or. the like which are adapted to be kept there-
in,.and this cutward movement or -extension .of
-the secretary’s drawer 18 is facilitated: by move-
ment .of the extension.- slide unit- 29-—29-—29¢
which is readily movable by reason of the ar-
rangement of the rollers 36—38—40 and 41 and
- associated parts, as pointed out hereinbefore. -
Hence, it will be seen that  when outward
movement is imparted to the relatively large-or
- secrefary’s drawer (8, by manually grasping the
handle thereof and pulling outwardly thereon,

‘this movement acts, through the frictional en- .

-gagement between the runners 26 and the rollers
36 -and--38 to move the extension slide unit
28--29—29c with the relatively.large or secre-
tary’s drawer 18, this outward movement of the

. extension slide unit 29—29—28c being limited by
- the engagement of the angled end portions 84 of
the stop or-latch members 32 against the end

- walls 80a of the slots 30, as best-shown in Fig. 5.

Each of the extension slide units: 29—29—29¢
may be. inserted into and removed from ‘the end

-section or drawer-receiving housing 12 or 13 in
which it-is arranged; so.as to enable it and the
relatively large “or secretary’s. drawer 18 as-
sociated therewith to be shifted or to-be inserted

- into or removed from the. upper or lower-half of

one of the said end sections or drawer-receiving

housings £2 and 13, or to be shifted from one of

said end sections or drawer-receiving ‘housings 12
and:13 to the other. Such insertion, removal and

. rearrangement -may be. effected by manually
pressing upon the angled end portions 31 of the
spring-urged. latch -or stop ‘members 32, ‘which -
are carried by the exténsion slides 29, so asito:

move-the said angled end portlons 31 of said latch
or stop members 32 from the position in. Whlch
-one of said latch or stop members 32 is shown 'in

full lines in Fig. 9 to the position in which the * ° one large or secretary’s drawer 18 and two me-

dium’ sized or relatively smaller file drawers 17

said latch or stop member 31—32 is shown 'in
~dotted lines in Fig. 9. - This enables the sa1d

- -angled end portions 31 of the said spring-urged

“latch members 32 to be slid past the end walls

:38a> of the slots 30 (Figs. 5 and 11) ‘and thus'

ehables “or permits the: said extension slide: 1init

29—29—2 9c:which is shown in the drawings, to:be -
removed from the position in which it is shown '
in‘the lower portmn of the sald end section_or. .
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‘drawer-receiving housing {2 and smfted into po-

. sition of use in the upper portion of the'said end

section or drawer-receiving housing (2 wherein it

. may be used with the upper pair. of stationary

guide rails 28—28 in the said end section 12, or

Jfrom position of use with the said .end section

or drawer-receiving housing 12 into position of use

with. the other end section .or drawer-receiving

~housing 13, as may be desired, and so as to effect

10+

a part of the novel interchangeability of:- desk
drawers which is-embodied in the present inven-
tion and which is referred to hereinafter. - - .

As best shown in Figs. 4 and 10, each of the end
sections-or drawer-receiving housings, as 12 and
i3, is provided with two pairs of the channel-

-shaped stationary guide rails 28 so that the rela-

tively .large -or secrefary’s drawer: {8 may be

-:slidably arranged in either the upper half or the

20

lower half of either of the said end sections .or-
drawer-receiving housings ‘12 and 13, although,
for most purposes, it-may be desirable to employ

- the relatively large or secretary’s drawer in the

"-bottom or.lower half portion of one'of the said
~end- sections or drawer-receiving ‘housings since

it-is more readily accessible in this position and is
in--general more easily handled, particularly by
reason . of -its  weight, and especially when it is
filled with relatively hieavy articles such, for ex-

‘ “ample, as record books and ‘the like.:

30
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However, if and when desired, two of the rela- :

-tively large or secretary’s drawers i8 may be ar-

ranged in one of the end sections or drawer-re-

.ceiving housings, {2 and ‘13, in place of one secre-

tary’s drawer 18 and two medium sized file
drawers 17, as shown in Figs. 1 and 4, without

: requiring any alteration or change in construc-

tion, whatever, in said end section or drawer-
receiving housing, or in the' desk itself in which

“the said end section or drawer-receiving housing

40
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“is embodied. This interchangeability merely re-

quires that the two mediumn sized or file drawers

~11-be slidably removed from the end. section, as.

18, in: which they are arranged, and 3 second
relatively large or secretary’s drawer (8, and a
second extension slide unit 29—29—28¢ be slida-

" bly inserted in the said end section 13 in place

50 .

thereof and in' asscciation with the upper pair
of stationary guide railg 28. '

- Hence, it will be seen that the new desk con-~
struction permits or enables the interchangeable

+.or selective use of either one or two of the rela-

tively large or secretary’s drawers, as 18, to be

“-employed in-either (or both) of the end sections

65
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" tions or drawer-receiving housings,

‘or drawer-receiving housings .12 and 13, (each

in place of two file’ drawers 'iT or in place of
three card drawers -16), without requiring. any '

“change or alteration, whatever, in’ the mechani-
“cal construction of the said end _sections ‘or

drawer-receiving housings 12 and {13 or in the
said desk Il itself in which they are embodied.

As pointed out herembefore the two end sec-
12 and 13,

~-are identical in construction and, ‘by reference

85

to the drawings, it will be noted that whereas

are slidably mounted in the left- hand end section

: »or drawer~receiving housing 12; as seen in Fig. 1,

70

_six of the smallest or so-called card drawers-16

are slidably mounted in the right-hand end sec-

- ton or drawer-receiving housing 13, as seen in
- Fig, 1, and this interchangeability is made pos-

sible by reason, of the novel construction and

I predetermmed but unequal spacing of the aligned
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pairs-of horxzentallyf extending: stationary- guide:
rails, 2:1—22: together: ‘with, .andi in: combination:
with; the novel arrangement.and: spacing ofi the;
slides or.runners-23-—24 which-are: carried:by; the:
drawers l6:and {1 and:-whiclslide: upom the«star-
tionary-guide:rails 21-~22; plusthe: noveliarrange~-
ment. -and- spacing:: of- the: stationary channel-
shaped- guide rails: 28;. the extension: slides- 29;.

in: combination Wlth the members 25—2& and as-
soeiated; parts:,

- I will thus be seenx: from the foregomg descmp-r
ton; considered. in: conjunction: with: the aceoms
panying drawings;: that. it is; possible: to employ:
in::connection: with ;each. of ' the: end:. sections ‘oi-

new-desk: l:f;  various: permutations; or: combina-
tions: of - shdable, drawers: of: different: sizes; twos
of. such:possible: comhinations:being shawn:in the:
drawings, namely, six.of:the: relatively; smalt.or
so-called: card:drawers. I in.the: right~-hand;end:
section or: drawer-recewmg housing 13.0f:the desk:
I, asiseen.in Fig. 1, and two;of the medium:sized:
or- so-called file drawers: T and one: relatively:
large or secretary’s: drawer in: the left hand end
section 12; as seen in Fig: 1., ‘

It will: readlly be- understood and. appreclated
however, that various.  other: permutatlons and:
combinations, of :slidable- desk .drawers. are: pog=
sible, within :the scope and. contemplationsof the:
present. invention; and, that sueh: permutations

.or combinations- may: be. made, and such:inter~: *

changeabihty of :the various.-types. and: sizes - of:
drawers is:possible; without.requiring; any change:
or. alteration whatever, in:the.construction- of: the.

desk itself, or in the construction: of. either. of the: qg

said: end: sections or drawer-recewmg housings:
12.and 13 embodied therem and that the. desired:
mterchangeablhty is. eﬁected merely: by, remoy-
ing. one pagticular. drawer ‘or - combination: of.

drawers, and. subst1tut1ng in place, thereof.another. ¢p

desired. drawer . or combma,tlons of drawersv

A. sllghtly modified; form: of. the, invention is.
shown. in Fig. 3 of the. drawings- wherein. the:in-
vention. is shown. as. embodled in a.desk.of the:

ners i23a—24a which: are. adapted to: slide upen:-
selected pairs of the horizontal-guide rails- 2la..

- It willy likewise- be seen-by- reference:tor Fig: .3
that the-end:section.|2a is pr evlded with.a single

g Pairof substantla,lly channel-shaped. horizentally:

extendmg guide;rails: 28a; which are similar to the
guide: raals 28-and- wh1ch are- arranged adjacent.’
the: bottom: of; the:end-ef, section. 12a.s0-as to-co-
operate with an:extension: slide unit-such as that.

0" which is-shown- in. Figs, 7, 8, 9, 11, .12-and: 14,. to

slidably. support - a. rela,tlvely, large or secretary’s-
drawer: or the;like-in. the: bottom.- portion-of each: -
of-the-said: end sections or: drawer- ~receiving hous--

- ings42a-and. I3a An-place of two of thefile: drawers
drawer-réceivihg- housings,.as: I2: and: 13;.0f: the: 15.

l'la,whlch are; shown 25- bemg mounted therein..

"It -will-also.;be:seen; by reference to: Flg 3.that by
reason:of: the fact-that the. desk 43 therem shown.
is: ofr the: island:. type but is of standard. desk
helght preferab]y thirty (30") inches; the ca-:

- pacity of each of the said.end- sections or drawer-

receiving -housings 12a¢-and. 134 is reduced by-the "
vertical; height: or:depth- of one-file: dra,wer tTa:s0:
that; instead- of -having: a-capacity. of- four- file
drawers or; six:card..drawers, or- two: relatwely

. large: or.. secretaryrs drawers, as: do .each: of. the:

end(sectlons oL drawer—recelvmo housmgs 12 and:
i3 which are embodied in the other’ form- of. the
desk: shown, in: Figs..1,.2.-and. 4 to. 15;. 1nclus1ve
drawings,. end. SthlOIlS 12a.-in. the desk.
embodied. in- the, form: of the 1nvent10n
n.Fig..3. ha,s & capamty of only three ﬁle
drewers 1a,-0r four card drawers i6.or one sec-
retary s.drawer, such.as, 18, and. two card. drawers
or.one; secreta,ry s drawer and one file: drawer or.
various- other poss1b1e combmatmns of such draw-
ebs.. It wills readily be apprec1ated “that. thls loss.
of: ca.paclty in.each.of. the. end. sectlons or drawer
receiving housings 12¢ and 13d:is.due. to the ver-
tical space. required for.and. taken.up by, the tu-
bular island. members. or: supporting., feet 44.and
which. is. equal. to. the vertlcal height or. depth of:
one.file. draWer such as. lla.or two card drawers,
sucmas 16..

Except -as: pmnted out a,bove the desk 43. a.nd

so~-called island type, which is- generally indicated: 46 the. end sectigns. 12a. embodied. therein- are sub-

at 43, and comprises. an. end.. section: or. drawer-
rece1v1ng housmg 12a: which may. be. made. -of any.
suitable material; but which.is preferably metal,
and which Has-a.desk top 15a detachably mount-

ed.thereon; . Only one.end section, namely, a.left. 50

end section. 124 is shown in.Fig..3; since the other
and.right end section. (not. shown) is. substantlally
1dentlca1 thereto.

In th1s form.of. the 1nvent1on each of the end

sections or dra.wer-recelvmg housings. 124 is. pref- 58

erably supported upon a plurality of substantla,lly
U-shaped. tubular metal runners indicated at 44,
which may be attached to each of the end sectmns
12¢ in any suitable manner; as by welding, so as
to provide a desk of the 'so-called island type.
As shown in Fig. 3, the end section 12¢ includes

a plurality of vertically extending supporting or .

corner posts 19a¢ having aligned. pairs of un-
equally spaced horizontally extending guide mem-

bers 21a mounted therein and which are similar. 65

in construction to' the guide members 2! which
have been described hereinbefore in connection
with the form of the invention which is shown-in
Figs. 1, 2, and 4 to 15, inclusive.

It will likewise be noted by reference to Fig. 3 70

that the end section i2a has three so-called file
drawers 17a slidably mounted therein upon se-
lected "pairs, of the guide rails 21a, each of the
; file drawers.11a being identical to the file drawers

11, and being provided with corresponding run- {1

. stantlally sumlar in. construction..and use. to.the

desk. I4- and: to- the. end. sections: 12. and.13. em~
bodied;, thereins in. . the: other form. of- the.inven- -
tion-which is-shown in the drawings, and: those

parts in.the.form. of. the: invention: shown in Flg
3 correspondlng to sumla,n parts in.the other form
of. the.invention. shown in, Figs. 1, 2 and.-4 to-15,
1nc1us1ve, have been.; glven the..same reference
numerals-follow ed by.the letter “q.” ‘

. It w111 be seen therefore from. the foregomg
desorrptxon consrdered in. combmatmn with: the:
aceompanymg drawings; that: the present:inven—

‘tlon affords a new and improved desk construc-

tion embodying two end sections .or drawer-re-
ceiving housings' in each of which variois comi-
binations of slidable drawers may be interchange-

‘ably arranged without requiring any change or

alteration whatever in the construction of the
desk itself, or in the construction of either of said
end sections or drawer-receiving housings embod-

-led therein, thus enabling distributors and deal- ‘
ers handhng #he new desk for the manufacturer -

thereof to satisfy the demands and requirements
of various: customers by keeping on hand a gtock
or supply of the end sections or dra.wer-recervmg
housings, desk tops, various styles and sizes of
slidable drawers, and associated parts, which may
be ‘mounted in the new desk constructlon so
that the dealer may readily assemble a desk em-
bodying the -particular arrangement of drawers



de51red by the customer and best smted to h1s‘j

needs, as and when desired.

LTt w111 also be appreciated, from the foregomg :

description, considered in conjunction with ‘the
accompanying - drawings, that the 'interchange-
ability of the various slidable drawers, Qr com-
binations thereof, which is rendered possible in
the use of the new desk construction, is not such
interchangeability as might be effected by the

manufacturer of a desk at.a factory, that is, such’

- as might be effected by tearing down and rebuild-

.ing a desk, but is an interchangeability built into
the new desk by the manufacturer thereof to
enable his distributors and dealers to assemble a
desk embodying any desired combination or com-
blnatmns of drawers best suited to a customer’s
needs and requirements, without -shipping : the
new desk back to the manufacturer and without
the necessity for making any change in the con-
striaction -of the desk itself,

Hence, it will be seen from the forégoing de-
scrlptlon considered in combination with the
accompanying drawings, that the present inven-
tion accomplishes its intended -objects, and has
the desirable advantages, including those which
have been specifically pomted out herembecfore'

Iclaim:

1."An article of furniture comprising a dra,wer-
- receiving housing including spaced vertically ex-

tending parallel side walls, a pair of substantially
channel-shaped horizontally extending guide
members mounted in said drawer-receiving hous-
ing along the inner surfaces of said side walls,

porting a relatively large and heavy drawer in

zontally extending friction guide members mount=
ed in said drawer-receiving housing along the
inner ‘surfaces of said side walls and below said
'pair. of substantially channel-shaped guide mem-
bers, each of said friction guide members includ-
ing a main body portion for mounting the said
friction guide member in position of use in said
drawer-receiving housing and each of said fric-
. ition guide members including a horizontally ex-
tending guiding flange, said pair of friction guide
members being adapted. to slidably support a
:rela.tlvely small and light drawer having a ver-
'tical depth or heighth substantially smaller than,
land-only 'a fraction of the vertical. depth or

drawer, and three -additional pairs-of said fric-
|tion guide: members mounted in said -drawer-

.receiving  housing along the inner surfaces of
- i said s1de walls thereof and above the sald

rollers cooperable with said pair of substantially
channel-shaped: guide members for slidably sup--
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pair " of- substantxal]y channel-shaped gulde‘
members, - said’ three- ‘additional pairs of said

| friction gulde members: bemg spaced at sub-

. stantially - equal - vertical distances. from each

other, all of ‘said four pairs of friction’ guide

. members lying within a vertical distance or space
. 'in ‘said;‘drawer-receiving housing ‘corresponding
' approximately to the vertical ‘depth or heighth of
| said relatively large and heavy drawer, and the

—

0}

lowermost pair of said three additional pairs of

-said friction guide members being spaced at a
greater: vertical distance from said: first named
. pair of friction guide members than it is from.

the next adjacent pair of said- additional. frlct1on*

. guide members lying immediately thereabove.

‘2. An article of furniture comprising a drawer-

' réceiving housing including spaced vertically ex-
. tending parallel side walls, a pair of substantially
.+ channel-shaped  horizontally: -extending guide

- 20

30

‘an extension slide unit including -anti-friction .

members mounted in said drawer-receiving hous-~
ing ‘along ‘the “inner ‘surfaces of said side walls,
an “extension slide unit . including ‘anti-friction
rollers cooperable with said pair of substantially
channel=shaped guide members for slidably sup-
porting a relatively large and heavy drawer in
said drawer-receiving housing, a pair of horizon-
tally extending friction guide members mounted
in. said drawer-receiving housing. along the in-
ner surfaces of said side- walls and below said
pair of substantially channel-shaped guide mem-
bers, each of said friction guide members includ-
ing a main body portion for mounting the said
friction guide member in position of use in said
drawer-receiving housing and each of said fric-

35 tion guide members including a honzontally ex-

said drawer-receiving housing, a pair of Lori- g

“tending guiding flange, said pair of friction gulde
members being adapted to slidably support a rel-
atively small and light drawer having a vertical
depth or heighth substantially smaller than, and

40 only a fraction of the vertical depth or heighth .

45

50

heighth of, said relatively large and heavy 3

65

. of, said relatively large and heavy drawer, and
at least’ thrée additional pairs of said friction
guide members mounted in said drawer-receiving
housing ‘along the inner surfaces of said side
walls thereof and above the said pair of substan-
tially channel-shaped guide members, three of
said additional pairs of said friction guide mem-
bers being spaced at substantla.lly equal vertical
distances from each other, and the lowermost pair

of said three. additional pairs of said friction

guide members being spaced at a greater vertical -
distance from said first named pair of friction
guide ‘members than it is from the next adjacent
pair of said additional friction guide members ly-
1nt=r 1mmed1a.tely thereabove ”
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