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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it. known that I, WasHINGTON. LAYCOCK,
of Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Printing-Stamps: and I do
herebydeclarethatthe followmousafull clear,
and exact description thereof, reference being

had to the accompanying drawmws, and to the
letters of reference marked: thereon, which.

form a part of this specification.

“~_

This invention relates to improvements in
printing-stamps of thatclass provided with in-
dividual types (usually made of rubber) and
which . are adapted to be separately set into

type-receivingslots of asuitable holder,and re--

fers more specifically to 1mprovements desig-
nated to prov1de adjustability in the width of
the type-receiving slots.

The invention consists in the matters here-

inafter set forth and more particularly pointed
out in the appended claims.
Inthedrawings, Figure 1 isaside view, par-

- tially broken away, of a hand-stamp embody--

ing my improvements. Fig. 2is a cross-sec-
tion thereof. Tig. 3 is a bottom plan view of
the same showing the types removed. Fig. 4
is an end view of the stamp with the type

omitted. Fig. 5 is a perspective view show-:

ing the manner of fitting the bars between
which the type-receiving slots are formed to
the type-holder,
separate or distance blocks placed between said
bars to hold the bars at the proper distance
apart. Fig. 7is a fragmentary view showing
a modification of the means for adjustably

‘holding the type-barsin the type-holder. Fig.

8 isa frawmentary view of one of the bars used
in the construction shown in Fig. 7.
First referring to the construction shown in

- Figs. 1 to.6, in'clusive, A designates the back

or body of a hand-stamp provided with a
handle A’, and B designates as a whole a type-
holder detachably secured to said back and in

which are removably secured individual types

C. Saidtypes are fitted in slots in said holder
formed between bars B', that are detachably
fixed at their ends to the end walls of the
holder. The holder is made of box-like form
embracing connected side and end walls 4 ¥,
respectively, and the upper open end of the
holder fits over the rabbeted lower side of the
body A. Said end walls are provided with in-
tegral notched arms 4* °, which are engaged
Wlth lugs o a, extending endWISG from the ends
of the bodV A,

Fig. 6 illustartes one of the"

A’ designates a cushioning-body fitted to the
lower face of the body A and against which
the rear faces of the types C rest, said body
permitting the types to yield 1nd1v1duallv
backwardly when printing on an uneven sur-
face or where the typés project unevenly from
the type-holder.

The features of the stamp just described,
with the exception of the type-bars and the
manner of fastening the same to the type-
holder, are like the construction shown in my
prior application for United States Letters
Patent No. 201,216, filed April 2, 1904.

In the con%tructlon illustrated in my prior v

application the barsbetween which are formed
the type-receiving slots are made integral with
each other and with the holder, and are there-
fore non-varying in their width.

My present invention contemplates the
movability of the type-bars and means for
holding the same separated at adjustable dis-
tances apart, so as to accommodate types of
varying widths. The said bars B’ extend
lengthwise of the type-holder and rest at their
ends on inwardly -turned flanges &* on the
lower margins of the end walls 4" of said
holder. Preferably the ends of said bars are
rabbeted on their lower surfaces, so asto bring
the lower faces of the bars flush with the lower
faces of the flanges 4%, as indicated in Fig. 5.
Said bars are held separated from each other
by means of blocks D of varying lengths.
Said blocks rest on the flanges 4* and are made
in pairs, one of the blocks of each pair fitting

between two adjacent bars at one end of-the - -

stamp and the other block of the same pair
fitting between the same bars at the opposite
end of the stamp. By using longer or shorter
separating-blocks between the bars the slots

between the bars may be varied so as to re-.

ceive narrower or broader faced type, as
clearly indicated in Figs. 2 and 8.

The barsare held firmly in position by means
of two clamping-screws E E, one at each end
of the stamp and extending through one of
the side walls  of the holder and bearing at
their inner end against the bar B’ next adja-
cent to said side wall. The pressure or thrust

of said clamping-screws is resisted by the side
wall of the type-holder opposite to the side
wall through which the clamping-screws ex-
tend, thereby holding said bars firmly in
place. The bars and space or distance blocks -.
arefitted in the frame at a time when the frame
isremoved from the back or body of the stamp,
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and after said parts are locked in place by the
clamping-screws E or other equivalent means
the type are set in the type-receiving slots.
Preferably the type bear on their rear faces
proof-letters to facilitate the setting-up oper-
ation. In order to prevent the pressure ex-
erted by the clamping-screws from forcing or
bulging the ends of the bars upwardly, suit-
able interlocking connectionsare provided be-
tween the bars and the end walls of the type-
holder. As herein shown, the end walls are
provided with slots 4, through which extend
the reduced ends of the bars, as shown in
Figs. 1, 38, and 5.

Instead of employing the space-blocks D
described I may provide the flanges 5* with a
plurality of holes or sockets {° adapted to re-
ceive pins ¢, projecting down Wardlv from the
reduced ends of the bars B, as shown in Figs.
7 and 8.

By the use of the construction described I
am -enabled to set up in a single printing-
stamp lines composed of types of different
widths and am also enabled to rearrange the
lines so that any of the slots will ‘accommo-
date wider or narrower types. Moreover, 1
may by the omission of one or more of the
bars provide extra wide slots to receive a
smaller number of lines than the stamp is
usually adapted to. When the stamp is com-
pletely assembled, the bars B’ are held firmly
on their seats by the pressure due to the yield-

ing quality of the cushioning-body A® or the

types, or both. It is to be understood that
the improvements relating to the varying of
the width of the type-receiving slots may be
applied to other forms of stamps, and I do not
wish to be limited to the present construction
excepting as hereinafter made the subject of
specific claims.

I claim as my invention—

1. In a printing-stamp, a type-holder pro-
vided with a plurality of ty pe-receiving slots
and means for fixedly varying the w1dth of

—the slots to receive types of different widths
and constructed to exert no confining pressure
on the side faces of the type.

2. In a printing-stamp, a type-holder em-

bracing a plurality of bars between which are

formed type-receiving slots, said bars being
movable toward and trom eaeh other to vary
the width of said slots and means independ-
ent of the type for holding the bars rigidly
in said frame at definite hxed distances apart.
3. In a printing-stamp, a type-holder em-
‘bracing a plurality of bars between which are
formed type-receiving slots, said bars: be-
-ing each independently removable from the
holder and means acting without exerting
pressure on the type for ﬁxmcr the bars to the
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holder at varying fixed distances apart to pro-
vide type-slots of varying width.

4. In a printing-stamp, a type-holder com-
prising side and end walls and bars independ-
ently fitted to the holder, the end walls of the
holder being provided with inwardly-extend-
ing flanges upon which the ends of said bars
are supported, means for fixing the bars on
said flanges and means for varying the dis-
tance between said bars constructed to hold
the bars at definite, fixed distances apart.

5. In a printing-stamp, a type-holder com-
prising side and end walls and bars independ-
ently fitted to the holder, the end walls of the
holder being provided with inwardly-extend-
ing flanges upon which the ends of the bars
are supported, means for fixing the bars in
said holder and for varying the distance be-
tween said bars comprising rigid blocks sup-
ported on said flanges and separating said
bars.

6. In a printing-stamp, a type-holder em-
bracing as a part thereof a plurality of bars
between which are formed type-receiving
slots, and rigid space-blocks for holding sep-
arated the said bars, said bars and bhlocks be-
ing removable whereby, by the use of blocks
of different lengths, the bars may be spaced
a greater or less distance apart.

7. Tri a printing-stamp, a type-holder em-
bracing as a part thereof a plurality of bars
between which are formed the receiving-slots,
rigid space-blocks for holding separate said
bzns, and clamping-serews for exerting pres-
sure against the bars and blocks for holdmo
the bars firmly in place.

8. In a printing-stamp, a type-holder com-
prising side and end walls, bars extending lon-
gitudinally of the holder between which are
formed type-receiving slots, the end walls of
the holder being provided at their lower mar-
gins with inwardly-extending flanges upon
which the ends of said bars rest, space-blocks
between the ends of said bars and clamping-
screws extending through one side wall of the
holder and between the inner ends of which
and the opposite side wall of the holder the
bars and. blocks are held firmly in place, said
end walls of the holder being slotted. to re-
ceive the ends of the bars to hold the latter
from rising.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I affix my signature, in presence
of two witnesses, this 80th day of June, A. D.
1904.

WASHINGTON LAYCOCK.

‘Witnesses:
Wirriam L. Harr,
GERTRUDE Bryomn.




