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(57) Abrége/Abstract:

An eyelash mascara applicator wand (17) includes a first rod (20) and a bristle-carrying second rod (24) extending transversely
relative to the first rod. The rods are joined at a location (30) spaced transversely from both ends of the second rod. Bristles (18)
are located on both sides of that junction. The case (14) includes a mascara-containing section (34) of oblong cross section for
receiving the second rod while the latter is oriented transversely relative to the first rod.
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(54) Title: EYELASH MASCARA CASE AND APPLICATOR 1

(57) Abstract

An eyelash mascara applicator wand (17) includes a first rod (20) and a bristle-carrying second rod (24)
extending transversely relative to the first rod. The rods are joined at a location (30) spaced transversely from
both ends of the second rod. Bristles (18) are located on both sides of that junction. The case (14) includes a
mascara-containing section (34) of oblong cross section for receiving the second rod while the latter is oriented
transversely relative to the first rod.
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EYFLASH MASCARA CASE AND APPLICATOR

Background of the ITnvention
The present invention relates to an eyelash

mascara applicator and mascara case therefor.

The applicatiOn of mascara to eyelashes is
typically performed by a wand with bristles disposed at
one end thereof. The'wand 1s used in conjunctlon with
a cyllndrlcal case or cover in which the mascara 1s
contained in paste form. By inserting the_brlstle ~end of
the wand into the'case, the'bristles?pickéup a?eupply of
mascara. The maseara is transferred'to the eyelashes by
the user who grasps the wand at an end Opp031te the

bristles and moves the brlstles against the eyelashes.

- One problem whlch has been encountered durlng the
use of such appllcators results from the fact that the end
of the wand lies along the axis defined by the handle°
Thus, as the*handle.and.wand are moved-tOWard'the.eye, ,
there is presented a risk that the end of the wand will
contact and injure the user’s eye. .

A'mascaraﬁeppliCatOr purported to deal with that
problem is disclosed in U.S. Patent 4,165, 755 - In that
applicator, the brlstle end of the wand 1is mounted for
pivotal movement relative to the handlenend so that the
bristle end can be oriented transversely relatiﬁe to the
axis of the handle. However, the bristles will be located
on'enly one side of the wand, making it'difficult to apply
mascara to the eyelashes located at both ends of the eye,
unless the.user-SWitches the wand from one hand to the ‘
other during the application step.
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Also, such an applicator might be difficult to
use, if the bristle-end becomes somewhat unstable due to
the pivotal feature.

Furthermore, it 1s necessary to displace the
bristle~end to a transverse relationship with the handle-
end each time that the.waﬁd is removed from the case.
This is inconvenient and also presents the possibility
that the user’s fingers might come in contact with the
bristles and become soiled with mascara. '

The above~described shortcomings are also
characteristic of a mascara applidatbr disclosed in U.S.
Patent 4,428,388 wherein the bristle-end is displaced to
a transverse position by bending a non-elastically
flexible wand.

sSummary of the Inventlon
~ The present 1nvent10n relates to an eyelash

mascara appllcator, and also to a comblnatlon of the
applicator and a mascara~containing case therefor.

The applicator comprises a.handle and a wand
attached to the handle. The wand'includes a first rod
portion extending from the handle and a second rod portion
extending transversely relative to the first rod portion.
Bristles project outwardly around the outer circumference
of the second rod portlon The second rod portion
includes first and second opp031te ends. The first rod
portion intersects the second rod portion at a junction
spaced from.both of the first and second ends, so that
brlstles‘are situated on opposite sides of the junction.
Preferably, the junction 1is located midway between
opposite ends of the second rod portion. Alternatively,
the junction could lie closer to one of the opposite ends
than to the other.
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The second rod portion could be straight, or
arcuate-shaped such that a concave side thereof faces the
handle. The bristles are preferably arranged in a
helically pattern aleng the circumference of the second
rod portion.

The mascara case comprises a mascara-containing
section which is of oblong cross-sectional shape and sized
to enable the second rod portion to be inserted therein
while oriented transversely relative to the first rod
portion. '

Brief Description of the Drawingé ‘

The objects and advéntages of the invention will
become apparent from the following detailed description of
preferred embodiments thereof in connection with the
accompanying drawings in which like numerals designate
like elements, and in which:

FIG. 1 is a'perspective view of a mascara case
and applicator connected together:

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the case and
applicator depicted in FIG. l;

FIG. 3 is an exploded view of the case and
applicator;

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary view of an alternative
form of mascara applicator; and

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary view of yet another
embodimenp/of the mascara applicator.
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Detailed Description of Preferred
Embodiments of the Invention

A mascara applicator 10 comprises an applicator
12 and a case 14 into which the applicator can be

inserted. The applicator 12 comprises a wand 17 and
a handle 16. ©One end of the wand 17 is affixed to the

handle 16, and the other end thereof carries bristles 18.

The wand 17 includes a thin first rod 20 fixedly connected

to a thin second rod 24 at a junction 30 spaced.equally

from both opposite ends 26, 28 of the rod 24. '
The bristles 18 project,outwardly around the

'entire circumference of the rod 24, preferably, in a

conventional helical pattern along the length of the
rod 24. Bristles are located on both sides of the
junction 30. . , '

Instead of being hélically.arranged, the
bristles 18 could proje¢t radially outwardly fromthe
rod 24 in a random fashion. Either way, however, the
bristles will extend completely around the circumference
of the rod 24. |

The rods 20, 24 are formed of a relatively stiff
material and are incapable of appreciable non~e1aétic
deformation.

In use, a user grasps the handle 16 and holds the
wand such that the rod 20 is oriented vertically, and the
rod 24 is oriented horizontally so as to be parallel to
a row of the user’s eyelashes. The user then transfers
mascarafrom the bristles 18 to the eyelashes by means of
a vertical movement of the wand 17.
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Since bristles 18 are located on opposite sides
of the junction 30, it is relatively easy to apply mascara
to both ends of the row of eyelashes by a mere twisting of
the wrist. If, instead, bristles were located on only one
side of the -unction 30, it would be necessary for the
user to reverse the wand in order to apply mascara to both
ends of the eyelash row. '

Since the red 24 is not aligned with the axis of
the handle portion, it would be difficult for the user to
cause either end of the rod 24 to directly contact the
eye. Hence, a safer operation is ensured.

Alternative forms of the wand are depicted in
FIGS. 4 and 5. 1In FIG. 4, the junction 30A between the
rods 20A and 24A is located closer to one end 28A of the
rocd 24A than to the opposite end 26A. Preferably in that
case, the rod 20A is inclined relative to the longitudihal
axis A of the handle. '

In FIG. 5, the bristle-carrying rod 24B is of
arcuate shape and oriented such that a concave side of the
rod 24B faces the rod 20B. '

\ The case 14 comprises a cylindrical base portion
32 and a mascara container portion 34. The latter holds
a supply of mascara paste and is of generally oblong
configuration, the length L of which being sufficiently
long to enable the bristle-carrying rod 24 to be inserted
therein.

That length L 1s preferably on the order of 0.75
to 0.10 inches. The overall length L’ of the wand is on
the ordé&/of 3.5 to 4.0 inches.

The case 1s removably attached to the applicator
in any convenient manner, such as by means of a snap-fit
onto an annular ridge 42 of the handle 16.
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Although the present invention has been deécribed
in connection with preferred embodiments thereof, it will
be appreciated by those skilled in the art that additions,
modifications, substitutions, and deletions, not

5 specifically described may be made without de@arting from
the spirit and scope of the invention as defined in the

appended claims.
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WHAT IS CLAIMED 1IS;

1. An eyelash mascara applicator comprising a
wand and a handle attached to said wand, said wand
including a first rod portion extending from said handle,
and a second rod portion extending transversely relative
to said first rod portion, bristles projecting outwardly
around the outer circumference of said second rod portion,
salid second rod portion including first and second
opposite ends, sailid first rod portion intersecting said
second rod portion at a junction spaced from both of said
first and second ends, so that bristles are situated on

opposite sides of said junction on the second rod.

2. An eyelash mascara applicator according to
claim 1, wherein said first and second rod portions are

formed of a stiff material.

3. An eyelash mascara applicator according to
claim 1, wherein said junction 1s located midway between

sald opposite ends.

4. An eyelash mascara applicator according to
claim 1, wherein said junction lies closer to one of said

opposite ends than to the other.

5. An eyelash mascara applicator according to
claim 4, wherein said first rod portion extends at an
angle relative to a longitudinal axis of said handle, said

axls 1ntersecting a midpoint of said second rod portion.
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6. An eyelash mascara applicator according to
claim 1, wherein said bristles are arranged in a helical
pattern.

7 . An eyelash mascara applicator according to.
claim 1, wherein said second rod portion 1s arcuate-—shaped

such that a concave side thereof faces said handle.

8. In comkination, an eyelash mascara case and a
mascara applicator insertable therein, said applicator
comprising a wand and a handle attached to said wand, said
wand including a first rod portion extending from said
handle and a second rod portion extending transversely
relative to said first rod portion, bristles projecting
outwardly around the outer circumference of said second
rod portion, said mascara case 1ncluding a mascara—
containing section of oblong cross section, shaped to
enable said wand toc be inserted therein while said second
rod portion is oriented transversely to saild first rod

portion.

9. A combination according to claim 8, wherein
said second rod portion joins said first rod portion at a
junction spaced from two opposite ends of said second rod
portion so that bristles are situated on opposite sides of

said junction on the second rod.

10. A combination according to claim 9, wherein
said junction is located midway between said opposite

ends.

11. A combination according to claim 9, wherein

said junction lies closer to one of said opposite ends

= - -
. . oo R, - - . N x H e . e - At Nagtaas =", Ser g . - . s — - O N e S S P L Lol Lot et R - O P Y
g e RNl AN W e -8 N - = woal .. -



CA 02125391 2003-07-21

than to the other.

12. A combination according to claim 11, wherein

y_ .

said first rod porticn extends at an angle relative to a

longitudinal axis of said handle, said axis intersecting a

midpoint of said seccnd rod portion.

13. A combination according to claim 8, wherein

pr—t

said first and second rod portions are formed of a stiff

——

material.

14. A combination according to claim 8, wherein

salid bristles are arranged in a helical pattern.

15. A combination according to claim 8, wherein
salid second rod portion is arcuate-—shaped such that a

concave side thereof faces said first rod portion.

16. A combination accorcing to claim 8, wherein
sald case 1ncludes a cylindrical base joined to said
mascara—containing section, said base being connectible to

salid handle.
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