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Application filed November 17,1898, Serial No. 696,699,

To all whom it may concerr:

Beitknown that I, WILLTIAM N. JOHNSTON,
of Chicago, in the county of Cook and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and
useful Improvementsin Stools and Foot-Rests
for Shoe Dealers, of which the following is a
specification.

'This invention relates to stools and foot-
rests for shoe dealers, and has for its object
to provide a portable and convenient com-
bined stool and foot-rest to be used by deal-
ers and salesmen in the fitting on of shoes,
the foot-rest whereof may be readily adjusted
to any desired position through a wide range,
will present the foot in proper position to the
dealer or salesman, and will protect the shoe,
particularly the heelor connter thereof, from
injury.

To these ends my present invention con-

sists in certain novel features which I will

now proceed Lo deseribe and will then partic-
ularly point out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1is
a perspective view of a combined stool and
foot-restembodying my invention. Fig. 2isa
detail sectional view thereof,taken on the line
2 20f Fig. 1. Fig.3isadetail face view of the
fixed clamping-plate carried by the bracket.
TFig. 4 is an edge view of the same. Fig. 5is
a face view of the movable clamping-pla,te
carried by the foot-rest. Fig. Gis anedgeview
of the same. Fig. 7isa detail bottom plan
view of the sectlonal portion of the foot-rest,
showing in end elevation the lug to which the
elampino plate and bolt are connected and
Tig. S is a detail view of one of the heel—sup-
pOI‘bIllO‘ posts or projections of the foot-rest,
its covering being shown in section.

In said drawings, 10 represents the stool as
a whole comprising a seat 11, the frame or
rim 12 of which has a comparatviely-narrow
neck 13, extending in a forward direction and
supported at its extreme frontend by a leg 14.
'The seat portion of the stool is supported by
legs 15 of any suitable construction, and the
several legs may be cross-braced in the man-
ner shown or in any other suitable manner.

16 indicates a metallic bracket one of the
diverging arms of which is secured to the
front end of the extension 13 of the seat-frame,
while the other diverging arm is secured at
its end to the leg 14. At the point where the

(No model.)

two arms of the bracket 16 converge they are
provided with a fixed clamping-disk 17, which
is substantially on a line with orslightly be-
low the level of the top of the stool and whieh
is provided with a central aperture 18 and
with radial corrugations 19, as clearly shown
in Figs. 3 and 4.

20 indicates the foot-rest, which is shaped
to conform approximately to the lower por-
tion of the shoe, having a depressed heel por-
tion 21 and being provided under its central
or instep portion with a downwardly-extend-
ing Ing 22, by means of which it may be
clamped to the bracket 16, being provided
with an aperture 23 to receive the clamping-
bolt. The lug 22 may be clamped direct to
the clamping-plate 17 of the bracket; but I
prefer to employ a separate clamping plate
or disk 24, having a central bolt-aperture 25
and 1ad13,1 conurratlons 26, adapted toengage
the radial corru"atlons 19 of the clampmo-
plate 17. This clampmw disk is held from
rotation on the lug 22 by means of a rib 27
ontheback of the plate which engagesagroove
28 on-the lug. The lug 22 is provided on itg
outer face with parallel ribs 29, which form
between them a groove or recess 30.

31 indicates a clampm«-bolt which has a
polygonal head 32,which fits within the groove
30, and thereby plevents rotation nf the bolt,
said bolt extending through the apertures 23,
25,and 18 and being provided on its projeet-
ing threaded end with a thumb-nut 33, which
bears against a boss 34 on the outer face of
the clamping-plate 17.

The foot-rest 20 is provided on its under
side with strengthening-ribs 35, projecting in
the same direction as the lug 22, The heel
portion 21 of the foot-rest is provided on its
upperside with npwardly-projecting pins 36,
against which the heel or counter of the shoe
may rest when the foot-rest is in use, and-said
pins 36 are provided with a covering 37, pref-
erably removable, of some yielding material—
such, for instance, ag rubber. In practice I
prefer-to employ rubber caps, which may be

‘slipped over and will fit snugly upon said

pins, but which may be readily removed and
replaced in case of wear.

The combined stool and foot-rest thus con-
structed forms a convenient and portable de-
vice for the use of salesmen or dealers in the
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5 ' 651,628

fitting of shoes, the salesman occupying the
seat, while the foot of the customer is sup-
ported directly in front of him and at a con-
venient height by means of the bracket,which
is carried by the forward extension 13 and
front leg 14 of the stool. The angle of the
foot-rest may be changed by loosening the
thumb-nut, and the foot-rest may be firmly
secured in any position to which it may be
moved by tightening said thumb-nut and
causing the radial corrugations of the clamp-
ing-plates to engage or interlock with each
other. The location of the pivot, around
which the foot-rest is adjusted underneath
the central or instep portion of the foot-rest,
gives a wider range of adjustment than when
the pivot is under the front or toe portion
thereof and permits a better inspection of the
shoe. The height of this pivot is such, being
substantially on a level with the top of the
stool, that the shoe is brought into better po-
sition relatively to the salesman for exami-
nation. The employment of the pins on the
heel portion for supporting the shoe lessens
the amount of metal in the foot-rest and cor-
respondingly lightens the same, while at the
same time it reduces the wear upon the shoe:
‘When these pins are provided, as is pre-
ferred, with coverings of soft material, such

as rubber, this wear is still farther reduced,

and the making of these coverings removable
permits of their being readily replaced when
worn out.

The provision of aseparate and removable
clamping plate or disk for the foot-rest proper
provides for the renewal of the corrugated
clamping -surface thereof when worn, and
thus obviates the disecarding of the entire
foot-rest when this has ocecurred. Moreover,
this provision enables me to cast the foot-rest
with the lug 22 and its grooves 28 and 30, the
strengthening-ribs 35; and the pins 36, since
these parts all project in the same direction,
and a mold for their construction may be
readily made and the pattern withdrawn,
while if the corrugations were cast directly
upon the face of the lug it would be impossi-
ble to cast these several ribs and projections
in a two-part mold, owing to the fact that the
mold would have tobedivided along the plane
of thelug. Theribs29 notonlyserve to form

the groove or recess 30, but they also serve to
materially strengthen the lug, which may thus
be made thinner throunghout, and the same is

true with regard to reduction in metal with
respect to the foot-rest 20 and its strengthen-
ing-ribs 35.

I do not wish to be understood as limiting
myself strictly to the precise construction
hereinbefore set forth, as it is obvious that
the details shown and deseribed may be va-
ried without departing from the principle of
my invention.

I claim—

1. A stool having a narrow forward exten:
sion of its seat portion and a supporting-leg
at its end, in combination with a bracket sup-
ported on said forward extension and leg, and
afoot-rest adjustably pivoted to said bracket,
substantially as described.

2. A stool having a narrow forward exten-
sion of its seat portion and a supporting-leg
at its end, in combination with a bracket sup-
ported on said forward extension and leg, and
a foot-rest adjustably pivoted to said bracket,
the pivotal point being located some distance
in front of and substantially on a level with
said extension and beneath the central or in-

‘step portion of the foot-rest, substantially as

described.

3." A stool having a narrow forward exten-
sion of its seat portion and a supporting-leg
at its end, in combination with a V-shaped
bracket having one arm connected to the seat
portion and the other tosaid leg, and a clamp-
ing-plate formed at the junction of said arms,
a foot-rest provided with a downwardly-ex-
tending lug, and a clamping-bolt having a
nut and passing through said clamping-plate
and lug, substantially as described.

4. The combination, with a foot-rest hav-
ing a depending lug with a groove or recoss
on each face, of a separable clamping-disk
having a rib to engage the groove on the in-
ner face of the lng and provided with radial
corrugations on its other face, a supporting-
bracket having a clamping-plate correspond-
ingly corrugated, a bolt having a head to en-
gage the recess in the outer face of the lug
and passing through suitable apertures in the
lug, disk and plate, and a clamping-nut
mounted on the threaded end of the bolt to
bear against the outer face of the clamping
device, substantially as deseribed.

WILLIAM N. JOHNSTON.

Witnesses:

L. F. MCCREA,
IRVINE MILLER.
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