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69 Match distributing contalner.

@ The present invention relates to a match distributing con-
tainer, comprising a box-like body (1), having any suitable
shapes, which is provided with a lug (2) defining a dihedral sur-
face (3}, located on an extension of the side surface of the box-
like body (1).

At the dihedral surface (3) there is provided, on the closure
bottom (4) of the box-like body (1), an opening effective to
allow a single match to pass therethrough.
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Ths pragsnt invention rslatee'ta s container
distributing or dispensing unit for matches,in
particular wood matches, .

As it 1is known,matches are packaged and
gso0ld in small boxes,envelopes or the like,which
containers are provided,on the sides whereof,
with one or more strips provided with a roughened
and suitably processed surface efrective to
allow for matches to be struck.

I+ 18 also knowa that conventionali wood
matches,which are usually used in kitchens,are
contained in  poor strength box-like members
which,uporn opening and handling, are susceptible to
quick destruection.

Moreover,because of the mentioned poor
strength of the known match boxes,also the
roughened strips applied thereon sre susceptible
to easy destruction, thereby loosing their
efficiency.

In order to overcome the above mentioned
drawbacks,match hoiders are presently used which

latter,however,are arranged at a fixea position

near to the gms stove or the like cooking spparatus.

”

ap;[; ORIGINAL g,




0086758

-3 '

Moreover,in conventioconal match holders,
which ususlly consist of & box-like body eopen at
the top, the drawback further ?sually arise that
more than a single match may be removed,and some
matches are susceptible to fall on the underlying

surfaces and into pots located on the cooking

plate.

., Accordingly, the task of the present
invention is to overcome ‘the thereinabove mentioned
drawbacks by providing such a match distributing
or dispensing container which is effective to
contain in the inside whereof a number of matches,
while being effective te be brought to the match

use position without any dangers of matches exiting

therefronm,

Within that task,it is & primary object
of the present invention to provide such a match
distributing er dispensing container which is
effective to allow for a single match at & time 1o
be dispensed.

Another object eof the present imvention
is te provide such & mateh dispensing container

which is provided with means effective to allow for
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the dispensed metch to be esasily struck.

Yet gnother object of the present invention
is to provide such a match dispensing container
whereinto matches may be easily introduced from
the starting package thereof.

Yet another object of the present
invention is to provide such s match dispensing
container which is of great constructional strength

and which,accordingly,may be used for a long period.

According to one aspect of the present
invention, the thereinabove mentioned task and
objects,as well as yet other objects which will
become more apparent hereinsfter,are achieved by
a match distributing or dispensing container,
characterized in that it comprises a box-like body
provided with a lug defining at least a dihedral
surface, coplanarily extending with respect to
the walls whereof and thereto a closure bottom
member is efiective to be coupled which is provid-
ed with at least a perimetrical interrupted
portion.

More specifically the mentioned box-like

body may have either a triangular,square,pentagonsal,
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hexagonal or a generally prismatic cross-section,
. )

or a substantialiy round cross-sectiom a&s provided
with longitudinaliy exivenalng inner siots efrective
o derine at ieast & gulalng'enannel ior guid-
1Rg the individual matches.

Tne mentioned closure bottom for said
box-like body,as it 1is ox poiigonai cross-section,
1s provided,at onre &7 ieast oI Tae corners itaereci,

with an inverrupted or cut tarougn porvion errective

o ailiow for an indiviaual matcn TO pass Tvaerewarougn .

moreover said box like bedy is preferably
made by injection moulding a plastics material
having such a hardness which,irn combination with
a suitably roughened portiom,at the corner of the
mentioned dinedral lugs,is efrectvive to assure a
great duration.

It should also be noted that,at the
corner of the mentioned ainedral liugs,a suitable
phesphoric mixture layer may be applied for sitriking
amorphous or satety matches.

Finally, the mentioned box-like body with a
lug defining one or more dihedral surfaces,and the

related closure bottom member,may also be obtaired

a8 & single piece,
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Further characteristics and avantages oI
the match distributing or dispensing container
according to the present invention will become more
apparent toereinafter from the following description
of a preferred embodiment thereof,being
illustrated in the several figures of the accompanying
drawing, where:

Pig.l is a perspective view illustr#ting
a typical and preferred embodiment of tne
maten distributing or dispemsing container according
to the present inventiom,with the bottom member
disengaged from the box-like body of the container;

Fig.2 illustrates that seme dispensing
container with the bottom member thereof associated
with the box~like bedy;

Fig.3 illustrates the use procedure for
rpractically using the match dispensing container
according to the present invention;

Figs.4 and 5 illustrate a dispensing
container provided with a lug defining a double
dihedron;

Fig.6 illustrates a roumd-cross section

match distributing or dispensing containerg
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and

Pig.7 illustratés an expléded perspective
view of the match dispensing container according
to the present invention,wiéﬁgthe cover member
thereof separated from the box-like body;

Fig.8 is a cross-sectional view illustrat—
ing the matcn dispensing container of fig.7;

Fig.Yy illustrates & perspective view of
the match dispensing or distributiﬁg container

illustrated in fig.1i.

With relerence to the numbers eof
the figs 1 to 5, the match distributing or dispensing
container according to the present invention
comprises a box-like bedy (1) having a square
cross-section,which is provided with a lug 2,
defining one or more dihearsl surfaces 3,exteanding
at corresponding corners thereof and with faces
coplanarily extending with respect to the walls
“hereor,

¥ith the mentioned box-like body 1
there is associated a closure bottom member 4,

having a related shape to the cross-section of said
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box-like body 1 and provided,at at least an apex
whereof,with a structural interruption 5 effective

to define a port or opening for the passing
therethrougn of one of the matcnes 6,as preliminarily
arranged inside said box-like body.

On wie inner portion of the mentioned
dihedral surfaces there are formed,at the corner
thereof, roughened portiomrs 7 effective to allow for
matche; to be struck by rubbing.

More specifically, the above mentioned
rbugnened portions may be either airectly Tformed
oen said dihedral surfaces, by means of a suitable
surface finishing operation,or they may be realized
by applying strips of a suitable material,sas coated
by suitable phosphoric mixitures.

Moreover,in the case or a maten container
provicdea with a double dinedron ferming lug (see
figs.4 and 5), the pottom meﬁber may be rotated ia

such a way a&s to present its opening or port 5 at

either one or the other roughened surface (7).
Thatv approach allow for tne duravion orf
the match dispensing container %o be extended up

to the complete consumptidn of the rubbing surfa-
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In fig.3,in particular, there:-is illustrated
a match dispensing contaimer 1! of cylinfirical
shape,with related closure bettom member 4' ana
concave lug 2!,

In this embodiment, there is provided a
box-like body having at least an inner longitudinal
slot,as formed at the axis or the mentionea
concave lug and effective to guide matches toward
the opening or port 5 of said bottom member.

Finally,with reference to figs.7,8 and Y
there is iillustratea a mateh distributing or
dispensing container provided with a box-like
member 10 open a% the top ana tnereto a cover
member 11 may be snap applied.

Said box-like memher 10 is provided with
& first portion defined by the small walls 12
and 13 for containing matches and a secona portion
having an abrading surface 14 for striking matches.

in the first portion there is provided a
lower panel 15 which, cooperating with an upper
vanel 16 extending from the cover 11,is efiective
to define a labyrinth path for causing individual
matches to exit an opening consisting of an interrupt-

ed portion 17 provided on the small wall 13 located



-

0086758

~10~ '

on the side of the abrading surface 14,

Moreover,in ordér o furt£er broaden
the match striking zcone,roughened portion 20 are
provided also on the outer ;;;face of the box-like
member 10,

From the above disclosure and the
several figures of the accompanying drawings the
great functionality and use facility characteriz-
ing the match distributing or dispensing container

according to the present inventionm will be

gself-evident.
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1l- A match distributing or dispemnsing container,
characterized in that it comprises a box-~like

body (1) provided with a iug (2) defining at least
a dihedral surface (3),coplanarilyextending with
regpect to the wails whereof and thereto a closure
bottom member (4) is erfective to be coupled which
i8 provided with &t lLeast & perimetrical ianterrupt~
ea portion- (5).

2- A maten distributing container,according to

the preceding claim,characterized in that said box-
like body (1) has a triangular,square,pentagonal,
hexagonal or a generally prismatic cross-section,
or a substantially round cross-section as provided
with longitudinally extending inner slots effective
to define at least a guiding channel for guiding
the individual matches (6).

3— A match disvtributing container,according to
claim 1,characterized in that saia closure bottom
member (4),as it is of poligonal cross-section,

18 provided,at one at teast of the corners thereof,
with an interrupted or cut through portiom (5),

erfective to allow for an individual matenh to pass

therethrough.
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4~ A match distributing or dispensing container,
according to one or more oi the preéeding claims,
characterized in that said box-like body (1) is
preferably made by injectior moulding a plasvics
material having such a hardness that,in association

with & suitable roughness &t the corner of said
dihedral lugs (2),is erffective to allow for a
match to be siruck.

5- A match distributing or dispensing container,
according to one or more of the preceding claims,
characterized in that,at the corner of said
dihedral lugs (2),2 phosphoric mixture layer may
be applied for striking amorphous matches.

6—- A matcn distributing or dispensing container,
according to the precding claims, characterized in
that said box-like body (1) with lug (2) ana related
closure bottom member (4) are obtained as a single
piece,

T7- A maten distributing container,according to

any preceding claims,characterized in that it comprises

a pox-like member (10) efrective to closed by a
cover member(ll),said box~like bedy (10) comprising
a first match (6) containing portiom and a second

abrading surface portion (14),in said first portion

aa0 oranak )
d
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a lower panel (15) being provided defining,in
cooperation with a top panel (16),a ‘labyrinth

path for introducing each individual match into

an outlet port consisting of 'sh interrupted portion
(17) of tha wall defining said first portion.

8= A match distributing container,according to
claim ‘7, characterized in that said cover (11) is
eifective to be snap associated with said box-like
member'(IO).

9~ A match distributing container,according to

one or more of the preceding claims, characterized
in that it comprises roughened portions (20) enm

the outer surface of said box-like bedy (10).

1U=-A matech distributing or dispensing container,
according to the preceding claims,and substantially
as broadly disclosed and illustrated for the

intended objects.

r
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