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To all, whon, it Tctly conce77, 

Waterbury, in the county of New Haven and 
State of Connecticut, have invented a new Im 
provement in Clasps; and I do hereby declare 
the following, when taken in connection with 
accompanying drawings and the letters of 
reference marked thereon, to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the same, and which 
said drawings constitute part of this specifica 
tion, and represent, in- - - 

Figure 1, a perspective view; Fig. 2, a verti 
cal central section. - - 
This invention relates to an improvement in 

clasps, such as used upon the end of a strap to 
support the stockings, and commonly called 
“stocking-supporters, but applicable to other 
lises, and particularly to that class of clasps 
which consist of a base, one end terminating 
in a loop for attachment to the strap, the other 
in a jaw combined with a lever hinged to the 
base, one end terminating in a jaw to engage 
with the jaw on the base, the other extend 
ing above the pivot and toward the loop, to 
serve as a handle for opening the jaws. 
In the more general construction of these 

clasps the upper end of the lever stands away 
from the base or loop plate, so as to easily catch 
upon the garments. This is a serious objec 
tion to the use of these clasps. 
The object of my invention is to construct 

the clasp so as to protect the upper or open 
end of the ciasp; and it consists in turning the 
base-plate inward, so as to bring the loop into 
substantially a vertical central line, and turn 
ing the upper end of the hinged lever toward 
the plate, so as to pass beneath the shoulder 
formed by the bend in the plate, as more fully 
hereinafter described. 
A is the base or plate, terminating at one 

end in a jaw, a. At the other end a slot, b, is 
formed or other means provided for engagement 
of the plate with the standing strap. Below the 
loop the plate is bent inward, so as to bring 
the loop in substantially a vertical central line 
over the jaws, and so as to form a shoulder, d, 
below the loop. B is the other part or lever, 
terminating at one end in a jaw, e, correspond 
ing to the jaw a. Each part A B has an ear 

the loop standing in the same 

(No model.) 

upon each side, turned toward the opposite 5o 
Beit known that I, EDWARD S. SMITH, of jaw, and through these ears a pintle, f, is in 

troduced, to form a pivot upon which the two 
parts will turn. Around this pintle is a tor 
sion-spring, h, one arm of which bears upon 
the part A, and the other upon the part B 
above the pivot, the tendency of which spring 
is to force the jaws at e, together, but allow 
them to be opened. The upper end of the le 
ver B is turned inward, as at i, into a position 
below the line of the shoulder d, and so as to 
practically close the space between the upper 
end of the two parts. To open the jaws, the 
upper ends of the two parts are brought to 
gether in the usual manner, as seen in broken 
lines, Fig. 2, in doing which the turned-in 
end i passes beneath the shoulder d to a suf 
ficient extent to permit the opening of the 
jaws. The formation of the jaw ends a e and 
the method of hinging the two parts together 
is immaterial to my invention, it only being 
essential that the two parts A B shall termi 
nate at one end, so as to form a pair of corre 
sponding jaws, and with a spring to force the 
two jaws together, the spring yielding to per 
mit the opening of the jaws. By this construc 
tion not only do I bring the loop into a verti 
cal central line, but I completely cover and 
protect the opening between the twojaws above 
the pivot, to prevent its catching upon the gar 
ments. 
In a previous construction the base-plate has 

an opening made through it below the loop, 
plane as the 

base, and then the upper end of the lever 
turned backward into line with the opening, 
and so that in pressing upon the lever to open 
the jaws the turned end will pass through the 
opening in the base. A serious difficulty ex 
ists in this construction, arising from the fact 
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that in taking hold of the clasp to disengageit 90 
the person will naturally place one finger up 
on the back side of the base and directly over 
the opening and the thumb upon the lever. 
Then as pressure is applied no effect is pro 
duced, because the turned-in end of the lever 
will bear against the finger, and the person will 
simply press the upper end of the lever be 
tween his two fingers without any effect there 
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on, whereas by bringing the lever forward, so ling to bear, respectively, on said parts above 
as to form the shoulder d, this difficulty is the pivot, the one part, A, constructed with a 
overcome. : . . . . . ; loop, b, at its upper end, said part bent below I5 
I am aware of Patent No. 206,896, and claim the loop to form the shoulder d and bring the 

5 nothing therein shown or described. loop into a vertical central plane, the other 
claim- part, B, turned inward, as at i, below the 

The herein-described clasp, consisting of the shoulder d, substantially as described. 
two parts A, B, each terminating at one end in Ar w jaws, respectively, ac, each part constructed EDWARD S. SMITH. 

Io With ears on their sides, turned toward the op- Witnesses: 
positejaw, a pintle, f, through said ears, a tor- E. A. SMITH, 
sion-spring around said pintle, its arms extend- EDWARD FABRIQUE. 

". . . . s.s.. ." 

  


