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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Excrano J. BAREER,

a citizen of the United States, residing at

Morgan Park, in the county of Cook and
5 State of Illinois, have invented new and use-
ful Improvements in Autographic Registers,
of which the following is a full, clear, and
exact description.

My invention relates more particularly
to autographic registers, and especially.that
type of registers wherein strips of record
paper are threaded through the device and
have strips of manifolding material inserted
transversely between the same. Heretofore
in the construction of such types of registers,
little or no provision has been made to per-
mit the registers to be used in an “inter-
changeable” manner; that is, to be faced
with either end edge or with either longitu-
dinal edge nearest the writer. Ag a result,
heretofore the register had to be used in but
one fixed position.

Tt is the object, therefore, of my invention
to provide an autographic register with a
top-plate of sufficient border area around the
sides and ends of the opening through which
the record paper is exposed for writing pur-
poses, to provide suitable rests for the hand
of the writer, no matter in what position,
endwise or lengthwise it is presented to him.

Tt is also the object of my invention to
provide suitable integral means on the top-
plate whereby the manifolding material may
be journaled along one longitudinal side
edge of the body or frame under such a top-
plate and be torn off, as needed, from_the
opposite longitudinal edge thereof, and to
form a protection for said roll of manifold-
ing material. This T accomplish by the
means and in the manner substantially as
hereinafter described and as more particu-
larly pointed out in the claims.

Tn the drawings:—Figure 1 is a top plan
view of my improved autographic register.
Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical section there-
of, taken on dotted line 2—2, Fig. 1, lock-
ing in the direction indicated by the arrows.
Fig. 8 is a fragmentary elevation of the
front end portion of one of the longitudinal
sides, illustrating certain details of construc-
‘tion. Fig. 4 is a perspective detail view of
the front edge of the writing plate or bed
of the device, showing the removable hand
rest disassembled and separated from the

55 game. Fig. b is a detail fragmentary view
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of the latch for retaining the top or cover of
the device in locked or closed position.

Referring to the drawings, A represents
a suitable base, and B, B, the vertically dis-
posed side plates that are gecured thereto
along their lower longitudinal edge. At-
tached to the upper longitudinal edges of
these side-plates is the suitable horizontally
disposed writing-bed or platen C of the reg-
These side-plates and platen are,
preferably, made of metal, and the front
edge of the latter extends a slight distance
bevond the vertical plane of the end of the
side-plates, and the overhang thereof is pro-
vided with a cut-away portion or recess ¢
to assist the operator in grasping the free
edee of the strips of record paper, as will
hereinafter more fully appear.

On each side of thé recess ¢ the platen is
preferably provided with a narrow trans-
verse elongated slot I, I, which are adapted
to receive and have seated therein the ex-
tended L-shaped lugs %, 4, that project down-
wardly and outwardly from the edge of a
suitable supplemental-plate or rest J of sub-
stantially rectangular shape. This supple-
mental vest also has a suitable recess j cut in
the edge thereof alining and communicating
with the recess in the edge of the platen, for
the purpose of facilitating the withdrawal
of the record strip when said rest is mount-
ed in position, and the width of said supple-
mental rest and its shape is such that it
forms an agreeable looking and a practically
unbroken removable extension of said platen,
as will be seen from the drawings. Suitable
bearings D, D, are provided in the side-
plates B, B, for the journals of the roll of
paper d commonly known as the “record-
strip,” and may be of any number desired, 95
according to the needs of the machine.. The
record-strip after leaving the roll is thread-
od through the machine so that it passes
over the platen where it is inserted under a
suitable transverse retaining-bar b, bridging 100
over said platen from side-edge to side-edge,
and then under a suitable cutter or straight-
edge E, by which it is clamped. This cut-
ter-edge I, preferably extends across the
width of the register and has its ends turned
downwardly to form lugs that are mounted
on suitable pivotal screws. A suitable han-
dle ¢ is provided for this cutter that pro-
jects forward from the same instead of rear-
wardly as formerly, and this handle has its 110
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end flattened horizontally and slightly con-
vexed, so as not to interfere with the hand
when writing, and to practically elongate
the width of the hand rest at this point to
conform to the width of the platen. When
said handle is raised the record-strip re-
tained between the cutter edge and the platen
will be released. In order to keep said
cutting-edge in contact with the platen, the
Journal-screws are, preferably, tapped ‘into
a suitable connecting-bar . that is provided
with a coiled spring or other spring operated
means suitable for this purpose.
_Mounted, preferably, on the left side-plate
B of the register, and near each end thereof,

-are a pair of spring-plates or brackets 7 7,
‘each of which are provided near their centers

with stamped out journaling bosses adapted
to journal the ends of a small roll of mani-
folding material F, that is passed trans-
versely across the platen C in the manner
shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings, between the
record - strips thereon. In order to retain
the record-strips flat upon said platen, and
also for the purpose of providing a suitable
hand rest for the operator on three sides of
the register, I employ a suitably constructed
cover-plate G, which, is, preferably, made of
sheet metal stamped out in the shape indi-

ccated in Fig. 1 of the drawings. The cen-

tral portion ¢ of said top-plate is cut-away
to provide the usual opening through which
the record-strip is exposeg
upon; the rear edge thereof projects almost
to the rear of the register, while the forward
edge fits up close to the retaining-bar The
longitudinal side-portions of the cover are
preferably increased in width on each side

-of said opening so as to form overhanging

wings, the wing on the left side thereof
completely covering the roll of carbon pa-
per, and the wing on the right side being
made of practically the same dimensions,

The longitudinal edge of the right wing is,-

preferably, provided with a cutting edge g,
and a series of impaling pins ¢ project
downward from the under surface thereof,
that are adapted to pierce and retain the

‘edge of the manifolding material and pre-

vent the same from slipping while being cut
off or torn. The central portion of the right

‘wing is preferably provided with a small

finger opening H near its edge that is adapt-
ed to be used to withdraw the manifolding
material by placing a finger on each side
thereof and grasping the material through
sald opening and pulling the same out, the
pins ¢2 being so short that the material will
be readily disengaged therefrom. -
The entire cover plate G is hinged so as
to lift sidewise from the platen by means
of turned lugs, %, that are pivotally secured
to brackets 4”. projecting from the contigu-
ous edge of the side-plate. This permits the

cover-plate to be raised either for the pur--

to be written
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pose of properly adjusting the record-strips
across the platen, or threading the manifold-

ing -material therethrough or otherwise,

After said manifolding material has been
inserted between the record - strips, it is
passed to and caught upon said Impaling
pins, and when the cover-plate is raised will
not be interfered with or pinched by the piv-
otal Iugs, and prevented from being grasped
by the hand of the operator and drawn out.
After this is done the cover-plate is low-
ered and locked and the end of the mani-
folding material which has been thus pulled
beyond the edge of the cutter g’ may be
torn off. If desired the manifolding mate-
rial may afterward be withdrawn and torn
off without raising the cover-plate by sim-
ply grasping the same above and below the
plate through the opening H, as hereinbe-
fore described.

From the above it will be evident that am-
ple surface is provided on all four sides of
the cover-plate of the register for the oper-
ator to rest his hand and write, no matter
in what position or along what side of the
register he may stand, and thus make the

autographic feature of this register “ inter-

changeable.” ,
Suitable means may be provided to lock
the cover-plate when it is lowered upon the
platen, as for example a spring latch plate
K may be secured fo the longitudinal edge
thereof, opposite its hinge, the downwardly
extending spur of which engages a suitable
recess & made in the adjacent portion of the
side-plate, substantially as shown in Fig. 5

of the drawings.

What I claim as new is:—

1. The combination with an ‘autographic
register, having a platen that projects be-
yond the front end thereof and is provided
with extensions, of a hand-rest consisting of
an extension plate removably secured to said
platen extensions.

2. The combination with an autographic
register, having a platen that projects be-
yond the front end thereof and is provided
with a recess, of a hand rest secured to the
front edge of said platen and provided with
a recess in alinement with the recess in said
platen. _ , ' ,

3. The combination with an autographic
register, having a platen that projects be-

yond the front end thereof and is provided

with a recess, and a hand-rest removably se-
cured to the front edge of said platen and
is provided with a recess in alinement with
said first-mentioned recess. :
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4. The combination with an autographic

register, having a platen that projects be-
yond the front end thereof and is provided
with a recess, of a hand-rest consisting of
an extension plate secured to one end of said
platen and provided with a recess in aline-
ment with said first-mentioned recess.
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5. The combination with an autographic sides of said register, and a cutter the han-
register, having a_platen that projects be- | dle of which projects beyond the end of said 30
yond the front end thereof and is provided | register, of a hand-rest consisting of an ex-
with a recess, of a hand-rest consisting of | tension plate secured to the end of said reg-
an extension plate removably secured to one | ister adjacent said cutter and having the
end of said platen and provided with a re- | edge next said register shaped to substan-
cess in alinement with said first-mentioned | tially conform to the contour thereof. 35
recess. 9. The combination with an autographic

6. The combination with an autographic | register having a hinged cover - plate the
register having a hinged cover - plate the edges of which project beyond three of the
edges of which project beyond three of the | sides of said register, and a cutter the han-
cides of said register, and a cutter the han- dle of which projects beyond the end of the 4¢
dle of which is in the same horizontal plane | register, of a hand-rest consisting of an ex-
with said ecover-plate, of a hand-rest consist- | tension plate removably secured to the end
ing of an extension plate secured to the end | of said register adjacent said cutter and hav-
of said register adjacent said cutter. ing the edge next said register shaped to

7. The combination with an autographic substantially conform to the contour thereof. 45
register having a hinged cover - plate the 10. The combination with an autographic
edges of which project beyond three of the | register, of an integral cover plate hinged
sides of said register, and a cutter the han- | near its edge to lugs projecting from one
dle of which is In the same horizontal plane | side wall of said register and provided with
with said cover-plate, of a hand-rest consist- | a cutting edge adjacent to said hinged edge. -~
ing of an extension plate removably secured In witness whereof I have hereunto set
to the end of said register adjacent said | my hand this 8th day of May, 1909.

cutter. ENGLAND J. BARKER.
3. The combination with an autographic Witnesses:

register having a hinged cover - plate the Fraxk D. THOMASON,

edges of which project beyond three of the | . E. K. Loxpy.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”




