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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A sign holder includes a head assembly adapted to be
supported upon an upright member with the assembly pro-
viding a plurality of manually connected elements includ-
a wertically curved card holder snap-fitted within a base
member having similarly curved side walls. A curved cov-
er plate having a window serves as a front clamping mem-
ber to retain the head elements in an assembled manner
tightly sealing the edges of the enclosed card against the
entrance of moisture.

This invention relates generally to a sign-holding device
and more particularly to a marker which may be used to
temporarily identify a specific location, such as a grave
site, until the installation of the permanent headstone.

Many examples of grave markers have been known in
the past designed to contain a suitable identifying or index
card; however, many of these have required the fabrica-
tion of numerous intricate components which were expen-
sive to fabricate and still fell short of providing all of the
advantages desirable in such a device. Although pri-
marily intended for temporary use to identify a grave site,
nevertheless, it will be understood that a grave marker
is in fact often relied upon to serve its purpose for several
weeks and even several months on occasions, and thus the
weather-proofing property of the device must be sufficient
to insure non-deterioration of all of the components, espe-
cially the identifying or index card.

In addition to providing an extremely easy assembly of
the various involved components without the necessity of
any tools, the present invention contains means for ex-
hibiting the encased index card in an arcuate manner lo-
cated at a point extending well above the horizontal plane
of the device such that the identifying data may be ob-
served by a viewer without the necessity of stooping or
kneeling. Additional structure of the device provides a
most positive locating and retention means for the index
card in a manner excluding moisture from the card and
in fact discouraging the entrance of moisture to any por-
tion of the interior of the grave marker.

Accordingly, one of the objects of the present invention
is to provide an improved grave marker comprising a plu-
rality of inexpensive components which may be readily
assembled on location without the necessity of any tools.

A further object of the present invention is to provide
an improved grave marker including a head assembly
having an arcuate card holder therein adapted to exhibit
an index card facing towards an upwardly inclined direc-
tion.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
an improved grave marker including a cover plate hav-
ing a window provided with sealing edges adapted to over-
lie an index card and prevent seepage of moisture to the
underlying edges of the card.

Still another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a grave marker having a base plate provided with side
walls with arcuate forward edges about which a curved
front cover plate is adapted to be disposed and between
which is located an index card removably attached to an
arcuate card holder.

With these and other objects in view which will more
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readily appear as the nature of the invention is better un-
derstood, the invention consists in the novel construction,
combination and arrangement of parts hereinafter more
fully described, illustrated and claimed.

The preferred and practical embodiment of the inven-
tion is shown in the accompanying drawing, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view and illustrates the most
common use of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the grave
marker of the present invention and illustrates the se-
quence of steps in assembling the various components
thereof.

FIG. 3 is a partial vertical sectional view through the
upper portion of the invention as it appears when in the
assembled condition.

FIG. 4 is a horizontal sectional view taken along the
line 4—4 of FIG. 3.

Similar reference characters designate corresponding
parts throughout the several figures of the drawing.

Referring now to the drawing, more particularly FIG.
2, the present invention will be seen to comprise a grave
marker generally designated 1, and including a plurality
of readily fabricated components which may be produced
from any suitable material such as sheet metal and all of
which are formed by relatively simple operations, includ-
ing cutting, stamping and bending. The head assembly 2
is adapted to be attached to the upper portion of a ver-
tical support or stake 3 by means of a pair of mounting
tabs 4—4 struck forwardly from the stake. These tabs are
inserted through a pair of horizontal slots 5—5 provided
adjacent the top and bottom edges of the flat base plate 6
of the back member, generally designated 7, and are then
bent over to rigidly attach the back member to the front
surface of the stake. As shown most clearly in FIG. 2, the
back member 7 is provided with suitable retaining means
including a horizontal upper inturned flange 8 and an
oppositely disposed horizontal lower flange 9 which pro-
vide, respectively, an upper channel 10 and a lower chan-
nel 11 between each flange and the front surface of the
base plate 6. It will be understood that each of the flanges
8 and 9 are turned inwardly towards the front of the flat
base plate 6 at least 90° from its original flat plane and
preferably describes an angle less than 90° with respect
to the interior of the base plate. The vertical lateral edges
of the base plate are bent forwardly to provide a pair of
oppositely disposed side walls 12—12 extending at right-
angle to the base plate and each including an angular or
curved forward edge 13. As will be particularly noted in
FIG. 3, the curvature of these edges 13 is selected so as
to provide a lesser radius and thus a greater degree of
curvature for the uppermost portion of each of the side
walls for reasons which will become apparent hereinafter.

With the above-described back member 7 secured to
the stake 3, the initial step of assembly comprises the
insertion of a curved card holder 14 into locking engage-
ment with the back member 7. This is most readily
achieved by inserting the base edge 15 of the card holder
within the lower channel 11 of the back member and
then, by exerting a slight downward pressure upon the
top edge 16 of the card holder, snap-fitting this top edge
into the upper channel 10 of the back member. Upon
the release of the aforementioned finger pressure upon
the top of the card holder, it will be understood that
the natural resilience of the metal of the card holder
will cause it to assume its natural pre-formed configura-
tion which is such as to insure rigid locking action be-
tween the two opposed channels 10 and 11. When thus
locked within the channels, the two side edges 17—17 of
the card holder will be disposed juxtaposed the inner
surface of the side walls of the back member at adjacent
points just inside the curved forward edges thereof. The
body of the card holder 14 is provided with means for
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locating and positively securing a flexible identifying in-
dex card or marker 18. This means may comprise a
plurality of diagonal slots 19 formed through the card
holder at points which will be adjacent the four corners
of the selected card 18.

To provide a weather-proof characteristic, the card 18
is encased within a suitable protective transparent en-
velope 2@ after the appropriate indicia have been written
on the card. The exact composition of the envelope 29 is
immaterial; however, many suitable plastics are available
which may be readily sealed about the edges and will
maijntain its transparency when subjected to various cli-
matic changes. After endorsing and encasing the card,
the corners thereof are inserted through the four diagonal
slots 19 of the card holder as indicated by the broken
lines in FIG. 2.

Thereafter, a curved front cover plate, generally des-
ignated 21, is placed in overlying relationship upon the
card holder 14 containing the card 18. This attachment
is facilitated by means of a downwardly projecting top
flange 22 which is in effect hooked over the top edge of
the upper flange 8 of the back member and engages the
rear surface of the base plate 6. The curvature of the
front plate 21 is pre-formed to correspond to the curva-
ture of the forward edges 13 of the back member 7 so
that when the front plate is pivoted downwardly and
thence rearwardly, the bottom flange 23 thereof will un-
derlie the bottom edge of the lower flange 9 of the flat
base plate 6 whereupon final assembly is achieved by
manually bending upwardly a pair of closing lugs 24
extending rearwardly from the bottom flange 23. To
facilitate this assembly, it will be understood that the
bottom flange 23 is not inturned to the degree that the
remaining flanges 8, 9 and 22 are. Accordingly, the in-
terior angle between the flange 23 and adjacent inner
surface 21a of the cover plate is preferably at least 90°.

A cutout portion in the curved front cover plate 21
defines a window 25 encompassing the major portion of
the underlying index card 18. It will be understood that
the edges 26 comprising the window 25 are each spaced
inwardly from the juxtaposed edges of the encased iden-
tifying card and these edges 26 preferably extend rear-
wardly a slight distance from the inner surface 21a of
the front plate 21 as shown most clearly in FIG. 4 in
order to provide a feather type of sealing edge positively
engaging the surface of the envelope 2@ overlying the
card 18 to preclude the entrance of any moisture into
the head assembly and especially the card edges by way
of the window 25.

Referring to FIG. 4, it will be seen that the horizontal
or lateral extent of the front plate 21 is greater than any
other portion of the head assembly 2 and includes at
each side edge a rolled portion 27 which is inturned and
overlies the rear or inner surface 21a of the front plate
so that the free edge of these inturned or rolled portions
will be juxtaposed the outer surface of the two side
walls 12 thus serving two purposes, namely to provide
additional securing means for the front plate by prevent-
ing lateral displacement of this plate with respect to the
back member 7 and also to provide additional weather-
proofing to discourage the entrance of moisture from the
sides of the head assembly 2.

I claim:

1. A sign holding device comprising a head assembly
attached to a vertical support, said head assembly includ-
ing a back member connected to said support, said back
member provided with a base plate and oppositely dis-
posed side walls having angular forward edges, retaining
means adjacent the upper and lower portions of said base
plate, an angular card holder secured to said base plate
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by said retaining means and having side edges disposed
adjacent said back member side wall angular edges, a
marker card having its rear surface supported upon the
face of said card holder, an angular front cover plate
overlying said card holder and provided with a window
exposing a substantial area of said card, and means on
the top and bottom of said cover plate overlying said
retaining means adjacent the upper and lower portions
of said base plate to secure said cover plate in clamping
engagement to said back member with the inner surface
of said cover plate overlying both portions of said card
and said side wall forward edges.

2. A sign holding device according to claim 1 wherein,
said base plate retaining means comprises flanges directed
toward said cover plate and the area between said flanges
and base plate define a channel for the reception of the
top and bottom edges of said card holder.

3. A sign holding device according to claim 2 wherein,
said flanges define an angle of no greater than 90 degrees
with respect to said base plate, said card holder inherently
resilient whereby, this resilience permits displacement of
said card holder for attachment between said flanges and
subsequently insures retention therebetween.

4. A sign holding device according to claim 1 wherein,
the side edges of said card holder are disposed inside
said back member side walls.

5. A sign holding device according to claim 1 wherein,
the curvature of said card holder is substantially equal
to the curvature of said side wall forward edges.

-~ 6. A sign holding device according to claim 1 wherein,
said card holder includes a plurality of slots for the re-
ception of the corners of said marker card.

7. A sign holding device according to claim 1 wherein,
said card includes a protective transparent covering.

8. A sign holding device according to claim 7 wherein,
said covering fully envelops said card.

9. A sign holding device according to claim 1 wherein,
the edges of said cover plate defining said window project
from the inner surface of said cover plate to engage said
marker card in a sealing manner.

16. A sign holding device according to claim 1 wherein,
the side edges of said cover plate extend laterally beyond
said back member side walls and include rolled portions
juxtaposed said forward edges.

11. A sign holding device according to claim 1 wherein,
the maximmum portion of said window area is disposed
within the upper portion of said cover plate.

12. A sign holding device according to claim 1 wherein,
said side wall angular edges include a greater degree of
curvature adjacent the upper portion of said head as-
sembly.

13. A sign holding device according to claim 1 where-
in, said cover plate means includes a depending flange
adjacent the top of said cover plate and displaceable lugs
adjacent the bottom of said cover plate.
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