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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wirriam EMMANUEL
NAUNTON, a citizen of the Commonwealth of
Australia, and a resident of Fitzroy, near
Melbourne, in the State of Victoria, Com-
monwealth of Australia, have invented a new

- and useful Improvement in Music Nota-
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tion, of which the following is a description,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, which form a part of this specifica-
tion, »

This invention relates to musical notation;
and the object thereof is to facilitate the in-
terpretation of notes, time, rhythm, accent,
and light and shade. ,

Hitherto considerable difficulty has been
experienced by musicians, and more particu-
larll)y by persons learning music, in reading
notes, time, rthythm, accent, light and shade,
&c., from systems which are at present;
known and in use.

Various means have been attempted from
time to time for the purpose of bringing the
art of music within the reach of the masses,
without meeting with much success, owing
partly to the want of simplicity, on the one
hand, and the absence of thoroughness and
completeness, on the other.

This invention, being a complete musical
system, hasbeen devised in order to render the
reading of notes, time, rhythm, licht and
shade, and accent so simple that any one can
thoroughly acquire the art of music in much
less time and with much less mental effort.

In order that my invention may be more
readily understood, I will describe 1t in detail
by reference to the accompanying drawings.

Figure 1 represents a piece of music—to wit,
part of the “Blue Danube Waltz”—print-
ed in my improved method and clearly show-
Ing the time, notes, rhythm, light and shade,
and accent, while Figs. 2, 3, and 4 show modi-
fications of the invention and the application
of it to the present staff notation.

In carrying this invention into practice I
rule permanently two horizontal lines corre-
sponding with the two black keys C-sharp
and D-sharp in the center of pianoforte-
keyboard, as illustrated in Fig. 1. Where
notes are to be played above or below these
two lines, short lines, heavy, light, and dot-
ted, are introduced, thus marking their posi-
tion and indicating their duration of sound.

Between these short lines the positions of the
white keys are indicated.

It will be seen by reference to the illustra-
tion onSheet 1 that my invention presents, as

.1t were, a picture to the eye of sound and si-

lence, the sound by the lines and the notes
printed on them and the silence by the ab-
sence of lines or blank spaces. By this
means dots, tied notes, and characters indi-
cating silence—such as rests, &c.—are dis-
pensed with. Accent or special stress is also
pictorially presented to the eye by heav
lines, as shown at the commencement of eac
bar m the example given in Fig. 1. The
heavy lines upon which the accented notes
are placed indicate that they are to be struck
with more force or louder than the others.
Softness is indicated by lightly-ruled lines,
and very soft is indicated by dotted lines, as
seen in Fig. 1. I make the length of lines
upon which the notes are printed to indicate
the length or duration of their sound, as in
the illustration of Fig. 1, where the dotted
minim in the commencement of the second bar
is sustained by the pedal for two bars and one-
third of a bar. By this means the duration
of the notes is indicated pictorially and re-
quires no calculation, it being obvious in the
example given, for instance, that the dura-
tion of the other notes above and below the
dotted minim is only one-third the length of
the bar.

According to the modification of the in-
vention illustrated in Fig. 2 the music is
printed in the ordinary way upon ordinary
ined paper, but the keys on the piano are
further indicated by two short or three short
vertical thick lines 2 /%, &c., according to the
note which is represented, the three lines rep-
resenting, as before, the three black keys and
thé two lines representing the two black keys.
For instance, in the example shown in Fig. 2
the first note in the upper line is the white
key between the two blacks, while the next
note is the first or lowest of the three black
keys on the piano. The two horizontal heavy
permanent lines % indicate the center of the
piano. '

In Fig. 3 the numerals “2”’ and “3” are used
in place of the two and three short lines of Fig.
2 to facilitate the writing of chords, where m
the case of four notes on one stem the posi-
tion of each is clearly shown, the numeral “9 7’
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before the note representing the two black
keys, while the numeral “3” represents the
three black keys. These numbers may be
printed either before or after a note, as re-
quired, and will be employed instead:of the
lines in cases where the notes require to be
printed close together and there is, therefore,
not much space available for the Ines.

In the modification illustrated in Fig. 4 the
notation is written in a straight line, the keys

on the piano being indicated by groups of

two or three black lines, as shown, the lines
being either diagonal-or vertical, as may be
preferred, and which is intended for writing
a melody only in songs.

This invention dispenses with the difficul-
ties encountering the musician in respect to

keys, clefs, sharps; and flats, although as a-

matter of expediency indications of these
may be printed upon the music.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States; is—

1. A staff for musical notation comprising
two continuous lines for indicating the two
center black keys of the piano, and further
provided above and below such two continu-
ous lines- with groups of lines and with mu-
sical characters placed on or between thelines
of said groups, the said groups of lines of
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varying length, proportional to the duration
of sound of each note represented by the
musical character placed thereon or:between,
the said. staff being further provided with
blank spaces between the groups of lines for
indicating silence, substantially as described.

2. A staff for musical notation comprising

two continuous lines for indicating the two

center black keys of the piano and.further
provided above and below the said two con-
tinuous: lines with groups of lines and with
musical characters,placed on or between the

lines of said groups; the said groups of lmes-

of varying length to indicate the duration of

sound of each note represented by the mu-
sical character thereon or between land also of
varying thicknesses to represent the accent:

or stress upon each note represented by the
musical characters placed thereon or be-
tween; such staff being also provided with
blank spaces between groups of lines to indi-
cate silence, substantially as-described.

In witness whereof I have signed my name
to -this- specification in the presence of two
subscribing witnesses:

WILLIAM EMMANUEL NAUNTOXN:

Witnesses:

Crem HACK,
SoxeY- HENDLEY:
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