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The invention relates to a metal lock for
gas meters..~ ¢ -

The object of the present invention .is to
improve the construction of metal locks for
gas meters and to provide a simple, practical
and efficient metal lock of strong, durable,
and comparatively inexpensive construction
capable of adjustment to fit meters of differ-
ent sizes and adapted to be readily applied
to the same and capable also of covering
the coupling nuts of a gas meter and of
effectually preventing a wrench from being
applied to the same, whereby tampering
with meter connections-and theft of gas by
such means are entirely eliminated.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in the construction and

- novel combination and arrangement of parts
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hereinafter fully described, illustrated in
the accompanying drawing and pointed out
in the claims hereto appended, it being un-
derstood that various changes in the form,
proportion and minor details of construe-
tion, within the scope of the claims, may be
resorted. to without departing from the
spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages
of the invention,

In the drawing: ,

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a metal
lock constructed in accordance with this in-
vention and shown applied to a gas meter.

Fig. 2 is a horizontal sectional view of
the metal lock. :

Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view taken
on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1, and illustrating
the construction of the cups or sockets..

Fig. 4 is a similar view taken on the line
4—4 of Fig. 1. o

Fig. 5 is a detail perspective view of one

of the sections of the lateral, separable mem-

bers.

"In the accompanying drawing in which is
illustrated the preferred embodiment of the
invention, the metal lock, which is designed
to be constructed of sheet  metal or other
suitable material, comprises in its construe-
tion two lateral separable members 1 com-
posed of longitudinally adjustable sections
2 and 3 consisting of substantially straight
strips or bars fitted flat against each other

ent’ sizes.

and slidable on each other to vary the length

of the metal lock to fit gas meters of differ-
_ The section 8 whichis fitted
against the inner face of the seéction .2%is

provided with transverse loops 4 composed 55 -

of narrow straps formed integral with the
section 3 and connected with the same at the
side edges thereof and folded transversely
into overlapping relation, the terminals 5
of the transverse straps being welded or
otherwise secured together. The loops 4 of

“0

the section 3 receive the section 2 and form

a slidable connection between the sections
which are limited in their outward adjust-

ment by a stop lug 6 located at the outer ©

f%ce of the section 2 at
of. :

A pair of transverse loops 4 are illustrat-
ed in the accompanying drawing, but one
or more loops may, of course, be employed
and the stop lug 1s of a size to engage the
mnermost loop for limiting the outward
longitudinal movement' of the sections to
prevent the same from being pulled apart.

the inner end there-

This form of adjustment of the sections en- 74

ables the members to fit flat against each
other when the metal lock is closed.

The members are provided at their ends
with sectional cups or sockets 7 and 8 com-
posed of approximately semi-cylindrical
side walls and approximately semi-circular.
top and bottom - flanges 9. The cups or
sockets 7 and 8 are laterally separable and
are adapted to be placed around the coup-
ling nuts 10 of a gas meter 11 and the said
cups or sockets form casings which com-
pletely enclose the nuts 10 and effectually
prevent a wrench from being applied to the
same so that there is no liability of the
meter being tampered with and theft of gas
by such means is entirely eliminated. The

-curved top and bottom flanges 9 form cir-

cular openings to receive the gas pipes 12
and the nipples 13 of the mieter. '

" The cup sections 7 are provided at their
outer vertical edges with aligned eyes 14
through which ‘passes a pintle 15 to form
a hinge connection for the members 1 to
permit the same to swing laterally in open- -
ing and closing the metal gas meter lock.
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The cup sections 8 at the free ends of the

members 1 are provided with ears 16 hav-
ing aligned openings 17 for the reception of
the shackle 18 of a padlock 19, but a seal
or any other suitable locking device may, of
course, be employed for locking the lateral
separable members in their closed position.

What is claimed is: '

1. A lock for gas meters comprising two
lateral separable members fitted flat against
each: other and each composed of overlap-
ping sections slidably connected with each
other, sectional cups carried by the said
members at each end thereof and forming
casings to fit over the coupling nuts of a
meter, means for hinging the cup sections

together at one end of the lock to permit-

lateral separation of the members, and
means for securing the cup sections together
at the other end of the lock.
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2. A lock for gas meters comprising two
lateral separable members composed of
longitudinally adjustable flat sections slid-
able on each other, one of the sections of
each member being provided with trans-
verse loops receiving the other section and
the latter being. provided with exteriorly
projecting loop engaging means for limit-
ing the relative outward movement of the
sections, cup sections carried by the ends
of the members and forming casings for en-
closing the coupling nuts of a meter, and
means for hinging the cup sections at one
end of the gas meter lock together to per-
mit the said lateral separation of the mem-

ONOFRIO MORREALE.
SALVATORE GUARINO.
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