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1

“This invention relates generally to key cases
and more particularly to key supporting means
for such cases. ’

‘The principal object of the invention is to pro-
vide'an improved key holding means for reliably
securing ‘the individual keys in a case. More

specifically the invention contemplates providing.

2 'key holder which will permit the key hangers
or hooks to be readily inserted into or removed
from: such holder, but which will automatically
secure ‘an inserted key hook in position thereon
until it is desired to release such hook.

Other ‘objects of the invention as well as the
novel features of 'its construction, will become
apparent from the fellowing description when
read in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, in .which Fig. 1 is a-top plan view of the
blank- from- which the supporting plate of the
holder is formed; Fig. 2 is a plan: view of the
biank from which the key hanger retaining plate
of the holder is formed; Fig. 3 is a front eleva-
tional view of the key holder assembly showing
the same secured to a portion of a key case and
with the retaining plate swung to an open in-
operative position to show the arrangement of
the parts intermediate such. plate and the sup-
porting plate of the assembly; Fig. 4 is a sec-
tional view taken along the line 4—4 of Fig. 3;
Fig. 5 is a front elevational view of the key
holder as it appears in the casing with the parts
in assembled operative condition; Fig. 6 is a sec-
tional view taken along the line 6—% of Fig. 5
and showing the retaining plate in its normal
bosition; Fig. 7 is a sectional view taken along
the line T—7 of Fig. 5 and showing the relation
of the parts when the retaining plate is depressed
to permit the removal or insertion of a key
hanger, and Fig. 8 is a side elevational view of
Fig. -5,

In the drawings, the reference numeral {9 indi-
cates a pertion of a key case which may be made
of -leather. or any other suitable material and
whichy.may have any suitable configuration to
accommodate keys connected to the hangers or
hooks fi of the key holder of this invention.
The holder is composed of a supporting plate 12
which may be formed from a sheet metal blank
i3 such as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings. The
blank {3 is. provided with a plurality of spaced
slots {€ arranged in-a row across the upper part
of the blank and having enlarged portions {5 at
the lower ends thereof so that each opening
"~ has: an inverted substantially keyhole shapse.
Stamped-out of the material of blank {3 on each
side of the row of slots {4 and located adjacently
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above the upper ends of the slot portions 15, is an
abutment §{6 whose upper surface is curved and
whose lower edge or lip forms a lateh or stop for
the retaining plate {7 of the holder, as will here-~
inafter become more clear. In forming the sup-
porting plate {2 from the blank 13 the upper
portion. of the latter is first bent forwardly at
substantially right angles to the remainder of the
plate and along a longitudinal line extending
intermediate the ends of the enlarged portions 15
of the openings so that the head {§ of a key hook
may be readily inserted through such enlarged
forwardly extending portion of an opening {4
while holding the key hook (i vertically. The
upper part of the blank 13 is then bent rearward-
ly so that the area thereof from the first men-
tioned bend to the upper ends of the openings
is substantially U-~shaped in form (note Fig. 7).
The upper edge portion of the blank {3 is then
bent ‘downwardly to close the space between the
legs ‘of the U-shaped bend and thereby form a
backing {9 for the forwardly projecting bead-like
portion 28 so formed along the upper edge of the
supporting plate 2 (note Figs. 6 to 8). It will
be noted from Fig. 3 of the drawings that the
head-like portion 22 extends the entire length of
the plate {2 and is provided with six openings or
slots {4 spaced to accommodate six key hooks 1
arranged in flat overlapping relation, as is shown
in Fig. 5 of the drawings.

Adjacently below the row of openings (4 and
located centrally of the length of the blank {3 is
an integral strip or strap 21 formed by cut-outs of
the blank material on both sides thereof and dis-
posed slightly forwardly of the plate 12 (note
Fig. 6). The strap 2! serves as a holder or
mounting for a metal strip 22 which is supported
intermediate its ends by strap 21 and extends
under the latter and over the front surface of the
supporting plate {2 (note Fig. 3). The strip 22
is made of spring material and its ends are bent
outwardly from the strap 2! fo provide two op-
positely disposed spring members which are nor-
mally inclined with relation to the front surface
of supporting plate {2, as is shown more clearly
in Fig. 4 of the drawings. The free ends of the
strip or spring member 22 bear against the under
surface of the retaining plate 17 to normally bias
such plate forwardly so that its upper edge is in
engagement with the projecting lips of the stop
members {8, {8 on the bead-like portion 29 of
plate §2.

Located helow the strap 2{ of supporting plate
{2 are three longitudinally spaced openings 23
through which extend the shanks of rivets 24 by
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which such plate and consequently the holder
assembly are secured to the key case portion (0.
The areas of plate {2 around openings 23 may be
depressed, as is shown more clearly in Figs. 1
and 6 of the drawings, in order that the upset
forward ends of the rivets 24 will ke substantially
flush with the front surface of supporting plate
{2. Provided on the lower edge of bank {3 is a
pair of aligned rectangularly-shaped openings
25 through which extend the curled hinge mem-
pers 28, 26 by which the retaining plate {7 is
hingedly connected to the supporting plate 12.
It will be noted that the hinged connection of
plate 1T with plate {2 is provided between the
iower edges of such plates so that retainer plate
{7 may be swung forwardly and downwardly
away from the supporting plate 12 to the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings. The con-
figuration of retaining plate 17 is such that when
in its normal overlying position on plate 2, it
will cover the enlarged portions (5 of the slots
{4 which extend into plate {2 below the bead-like
portion 23 (note Fig. 5). Provided along the
upper edge of the retaining plate 17 is a plurality
of spaced fingers 27 which are disposed at right
angles to such plate and extend rearwardly
thereof. The fingers 27 are equal in number to
the number of slots {4 and are arranged on re-
taining plate 17 so that in the normal position of
the latter on the supporting plate 12 (note Figs.
5 and 6), such fingers will block the enlarged
portions {5 of the slots {4 which are in the bead-
like portion 28.

It will be understood from the foregoing, that
in the normal condition of the parts, the retain-
ing plate IT will overlie the supporting plate 12
and will have been pressed past the stops or
abutments 16, {§ on the bead-like portion 23
so that the lips thereof will prevent the retaining
plate 17 from swinging outwardly and down-
wardly away from a position in which the fingers
27 thereof will no longer block the enlarged
portions {5 of the slots {4 in the bead-like porticn
20. It will be noted that the smooth curved
upper surfaces of the stops 18§, 16 will facilitate
this proper assembling of the two plates and that
when the plates are in assembled relation, the
retaining plate §7 will conceal from the view
of the user, the enlarged portions {5 of the slots,
the spring member 22, the upset ends of the rivets
22 and the hinged connection between the two
plates. The spring member 22 is so constructed
that its ends will normally maintain the retaining
plate IT in a raised position with its upper edge
engaging the stops 16, {6 and its fingers 27 block-
ing the enlarged portions {3 of the slots in the
bead-like portion 28. In the normal condition
of the parts therefore, the heads (8 of the key
hangers i1 cannot be passed through the en-
larged portions {5 of the slots so that the key
hangers cannot be disengaged from the bead-
like portion 2. When the user desires to dis-
engage a hook from the bead-like portion 29 or
to insert another hook therein, he merely de-
presses the retaining plate 17 against the tension
of the spring 22. As plate {7 moves toward the
supporting plate {2 under such pressure, the
fingers 27 of plate T will enter into the enlarged
portions (5 of the slots in plate i2 below the
bead-like portion 28 and the upper edge of re-
taining plate 1T will expose to the user’s view the
outer ends of the enlarged portious {5 of the
slots in the bead-like porticn 23. When the re-
taining plate 17 has been pressed in as far as it
will go, sufficient of the enlarged portions 1§
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of the slots in the bead-like portion 20 will have
been exposed to permit the ready removal or
insertion of a key hanger head {8 through an
enlarged slot portion. Thus, a key hanger hook
{1 may be easily detached or inserted when the
retaining plate 17 is so pressed inwardly, by rais-
ing the hook to a vertical position and then
using the exterior surface of the retaining plate
as a guide, passing the hook through the slot in
the manner illustrated in Fig. 7 of the drawings.
Due to the construction of the spring member
22, relatively little force is required to press the
retaining plate 17T inwardly and the free ends of
such member will readily slide over the under
surface of such plate as they are spread under
the applied force. The inward movement of the
retaining plate (7 is stopped when it comes into
engagement with the outer surface of the strap
21, such strap consequently not only serving as
a support for the spring member 22, but in the
operation of the device also serving as a means
for limiting the hinged movement of the re-
taining plate i7 in one direction. As soon as the
applied force on retaining plate {7 is released,
the spring member 22 will raise it automatically

" to its normal position, in which position the

fingers 271 will again prevent the disengagement
of a key hook fi from the bead-like portion as
has been described. .

t will be evident from the foregoing, that the
present invention provides a simply constructed,
key holding means which is attractive in ap-
pearance, which is easy to manipulate and which
will automatically lock the key hangers in posi-
tion until positively actuated to permit the dis-
engagement of such hangers. It will also be evi-
dent that while we have illustrated in the draw-
ings and hereabove described a preferred em-
bodiment of our invention, various modifications
and changes may be made therein without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention or the
scope of the appended claims.

We claim:

1. A key support for a key case or the like,
comprising a supporting plate having in its upper
part a bead-like forwardly projecting portion
and a plurality of openings extending trans-
versely of said bead-like portion and having en-
larged portions adjacent to the line of juncture
of said bead-like portion with the body of said
supporting plate, the enlarged portions of said
slots being of a size to permit the passage there-
through of the heads of key hooks, a retainer
plate movably connected to said supporting plate,
the upper portion of said retainer plate nor-
mally blocking the removal of key hook heads
through the enlarged slot portions and being
movable from its normal position towards said
supporting plate to permit passage of the heads
through such enlarged slot portions, and yield-
able means intermediate said supporting plate
and said retainer plate for maintaining the lat-
ter in its normal position and for yieldably re-
sisting movement of said retainer plate toward
said supporting plate.

2. A key support for a key case or the like,
comprising a supporting plate having in its upper
part a bead-like forwardly projecting portion
and a plurality of openings extending trans-
versely of said bead-like portion and having en-
larged portions adjacent to the line of juncture
of said bead-like portion with the body of said
supporting plate, the enlarged portions of said
slots being of a size to permit the passage there-
through of the heads of key hooks, a refainer
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plate :overlying said supporting plate below the
bead-like portion of the latter, hinge means piv=
otally connecting said retainer plate to-said sup-
porting plate, the upper portion-of said retainer
plate normally bloeking the removal of key hook
heads through the enlarged -slot portions and
beinig movable from its normal.position inwardly
towards said supporting plate to- permit passage
of the heads through such enlarged:slot portions,
spring means mounted on said supporting plate
and positioned intermediate the latter and said
retainer plate, said spring means maintaining
said retainer plafe ‘in its normal position -and
vieldingly resisting movement of said retainer
plate towards said supporting plate, and stop
means for limiting the outward movement of
said retainer plate under the influence of said
spring means. e

3. A key support for a key case or the like;
comprising .a supporting plate having a planar
body portion and a. forwardly projecting bead-
like portion .adjacently -above said planar por-
tion, said bead-like portion having .a plurality
of transverse slets therein,; -the ubper portions
of said slots being narrow and the lower portions
of said slots ‘adjacently: to said planar poertion
being enlarged to permit the passage therethrough
¢f the heads of key hooks, the. enlarged por-
tions iof said slots :extending into the.material
of said planar portion; a-retainer plate movably
connected to said supperting plate and having at
its upper end a plurality .of offset fingers equal
in number to said slots; said retainer plate being
normally positioned so that said fingers block
the enlarged slot portions on said bead-like por-
tion and being movable from its normal position
inwardly towards said supporting mplate to re-
move said fingers from .their blocking relation
with such enlarged slot portions on said bead-
like portion and to permit passage of the hook
heads therethrough, said fingers during the in-
ward movement .of said retainer plate entering
into the .enlarged slot portions in said iplanar
portion of the supporting plate, spring means
positioned. intermediate said supporting ‘vlate
and said retainer plate for maintaining the'lat-
ter in its normal position and for yieldingly re-
sisting movement of the same towards said sup-
porting plate, and stop means on said bead-
like portion for limiting the outward movement
of said retainer plate under the influence of
said spring means.

4. A key support for a key case or the like,
comprising a supporting plate having a planar
body portion and a forwardly projecting bead-
like portion adjacently above said planar portion,
said bead-like portion having a plurality of trans-
verse slots therein, the upper portions of said
slots being narrow and the lower portions of said
slots adjacently to said planar portion being en-
larged to permit the passage therethrough of the
heads of key hooks, the enlarged portions of said
slots extending into the material of said planar
portion, a retainer plate movably connected to
said supporting plate and having at its upper end
a plurality of offset fingers equal in number to
said slots, said retainer plate being normally po-~
sitioned so that said fingers block the enlarged
slot portions on said bead-like portion and being
movable from its normal position inwardly to-
wards said supporting plate to remove said fingers
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retainer plate entering into the enlarged slot por-
tions in said planar portion of the supporfing
plate; a spring member positioned intermediate
said supporting plate and said retainer plate for
maintaining the latter in its normal position and
for yieldingly resisting movement of the same to-
wards said supporting plate, said spring member
being secured at its central portion to said sup-
porting plate below the enlarged portions of said
slots and having two free ends inclining upwardly
from the central portion thereof into engagement
with-the inner surface of said retainer plate, and
stop means on said bead-like portion for limiting
the outward movement of said retainer plate un-
der the influence of said spring means.

- 5. A key support for a key case or the like,
comprising a supporting plate having in its upper
part -a: forwardly projecting bead-like portion,
said bead-like portion-having a transverse slot
therein, the upper portion of said slot being nar-
row and the lower portion of said slot adjacent to
the line of juncture of said bead-like portion with
the body of said supporting plate being enlarged
to permit the insertion of the head of a key hook
therethrough, retaining means overlying said
supporting ‘plate and normally blocking the re-
moval of a key hook head through the enlarged
portion of said-slot, means movably connecting
said retaining means to said supporting plate and
enabling said retaining means to move from such
normal position inwardly towards said supporting
plate ‘to permit passage of a key hook head
through such enlarged slot portion, and resilient
means for maintaining said retaining means in
normal position and for yieldingly -resisting
movement of -said retaining means towards said
supporting plate.

6. A key support for a key case or the like,
comprising a supporting plate having in its upper
part a forwardly. projecting bead-like portion,
said bead-like portion having-a transverse slot
therein,; the upper portion of:said slot being nar-
row and the lower portion of said slot adjacent
to the line of juncture of said bead-like portion
with the body of said supporting plate being en-
larged to permit the insertion of the head of a
key hook therethrough, retaining means -overly-
ing said supporting plate and normally blocking
the removal of a key hook head through the en-
larged portion of said slot, means movably con-
necting said retaining means to said supporting
plate and enabling said retaining means to move
from such normal position inwardly towards said
supporting plate to permit passage of a key hook
head through such enlarged slot portion, a spring
positioned intermediate said supporting plate and
said retaining means for maintaining the latter
in normal position and for yieldingly resisting
movement of the same towards said supporting
plate, and stop means for limiting the outward
movement of said retaining means under the in-
fluence of said spring.

7. A key support for a key case or the like,
comprising a supporting plate having in its upper
part a forwardly projecting bead-like portion,
said bead-like portion having a transverse slot
therein, the upper portion of said slot being nar-
row and the lower portion of said slot adjacent
to the line of juncture of said bead-like portion
with the body of said supporting plate being en-
larged to permit the insertion of the head of a
key hook therethrough, the enlarged portion of
said slot extending into the material of said plate
adjoining said bead-like portion, a member over-
lying said supporting plate and movably con-
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nected to the same, a blocking member provided
on the upper end of said overlying member, said
overlying member being normally positioned so
that said blocking member closes the enlarged slot
portion on said bead-like portion and being mov-
able from its normal position inwardly towards
said supporting plate to remove said blocking
member from its closing relation with such en-
larged. slot. portion to permit passage of a key
hook head therethrough, said blocking member
during the inward movement of said overlying
member entering into the enlarged slot portion
in the portion of the plate adjoining said bead-
like portion, and spring means below said block-
ing member and intermediate said. supporting
plate and said overlying member for maintain-
ing the latter in its normal position and for yield-
ingly resisting movement of the same towards
said supporting plate.

8. A key support for a key case or the like,
comprising a supporting plate having in its upper
part a forwardly projecting bead-like portion,
said bead-like portion having a transverse slot
therein, the upper portion of said slot being nar-
row and the lower portion of said slot adjacently
over the line of juncture of said bead-like portion
with the body of said supporting plate being en-
larged to. permit the insertion of the head of a
key hook therethrough, and retaining means for
normally blocking passage of a key hook through
stich enlarged slot portion overlying said support-
ing plate and movably mounted on the body por-
tion .of said plate for movement relative thereto,
said retaining means including a member nor-
mally raised relative to said supporting plate to
block the enlarged portion of the slot in said
bead-like portion in the normal condition of such
retaining means and movable from such raised
blocking position inwardly toward said support-
ing plate to. uncover the enlarged portion of the
slot in said bead-like portion and means oper-
able to move said blocking member inwardly to a
position in which such enlarged portion of the
slot in said bead-like portion is uncovered to per=
mit the removal of a key hook, and means for re-
turning said retaining means to normal condition
in which said blocking member is raised.to its
normal blocking position after such inward move=
ment of the latter.
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9. A key support for a key case or the like,
comprising & supporting plate having in its upper
part a forwardly projecting bead-like portion,
said bead-like portion having a transverse slot
therein, the upper portion of said slot being nar-
row and the lower portion of said slot adjacently
over the line of juncture of said bead-like portion
with the body of said supporting plate being en-
larged to permit the insertion of the head of a
key hook therethrough, and retaining means for
normally blocking passage of a key hook through
such enlarged slot portion overlying said support-
ing plate and movably mounted on the body por-
tion of said plate for movement relative thereto,
said retaining means including a member under-
lying said bead-like portion and normally raised
relative to said supporting plate to block the en-
larged portion of the slot in said bead-like por-
tion in the normal condition of such retaining
means and movable from such raised blocking
position inwardly toward said supporting plate to
uncover the enlarged portion of the slot in said
bead-like portion and depressible means operable
to move said blocking member inwardly to a po-
sition in which such enlarged portion of the slot
in said bead-like portion is uncovered to permit
the removal of a key hook, and means yieldingly
resisting movement of said depressible means to
unblock such enlarged portion of the slot and
for raising said blocking member to ifs normal
blocking position after pressure on said depressi-
ble means has been released.

' ROBERT C. LEGAT.
EMILIO BARETTA.
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