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This invention relates to signs, and particularly 
to illuminated signs capable of being adjusted 
to different sizes. 

In connection. With most signs, such as are 
employed in dry goods stores, restaurants, and 
other merchandising establishments, it is neces 
Sary to have a separate sign for each article 
Which it is desired to advertise or which it is 
desired to indicate by the sign. This is especially 
true in connection with illuminated signs because 
Of the difficulty encountered in arranging the 
Sign. So that the base thereof or the legend carried 
thereby can be altered at will. This condition 
requires the user of such signs either to purchase 
a great number thereof, or to forego the advan 
tages to be obtained by utilizing signs of this 
nature. 
The primary object of the present invention is 

to provide a sign, especially an illuminated sign, 
which can be changed in length and text where 
by any Sort of legend can be carried by the sign 
and the base thereof will be exactly the proper 
length. 
Another object is to provide a sign capable of 

being adjusted for different lengths whereby it 
can carry a plurality of legends and which pre 
Sents a pleasing appearance regardless of the 
arrangement thereof. 
Another object is to provide a sign composed of 

a plurality of independent components which can 
be connected together to form a sign of any size 
and carrying any text. 
These and other objects and advantages will 

become more apparent upon reference to the 
following description taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawings in which: 

Figure 1 is a plan WieW of a sign constructed 
according to my invention; 

Figure 2 is a front elevational view partially 
in Section of the Structure of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a Wertical Section taken on line 
3-3 on Figure 2; 

Figure 4 is a Sectional view taken on line 
4-4. On Figure 3; 

Figure 5 is a view showing some of the differ 
ent components which may be employed in mak 
ing up the sign of invention; 

Figure 6 is a view showing another form of 
electrical connector which may be utilized in the 
structure of invention; 

Figure 7 is a vertical section view taken through 
a slightly modified form of letter adapted for 
being used in a sign according to this, invention; 

Figure-8 is a sectional view showing a modified. 
form of base useful in the structure of invention; 
and 

2 
Figure 9 is a view partially in section of a 

modified form of letter and base wherein the 
letter is formed of a Solid translucent material. 

Referring to the drawings and particularly 
Fig. 1, a sign constructed according to this in 
Wention comprises a base having detachably 
Inounted thereon a plurality of letters or indicia 
2, which letters or indicia, form the text of the 
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sign. It Will be understood that both letters 
and numbers may be employed if desired. 

Referring now to Figures 1 and 2 it will be ob 
served that the base 0 is comprised of a plurality 
of components which are placed together end to 
end to form an integral base of the proper length 
for raounting the text of the sign. 
For example, in Figures 1 and 2 there is a 

member 4 at the left end of the Sign to which 
is connected the electric lead 6 terminating in 
a plug 28 which is adapted to be connected with 
a suitable Source of electric power. Adjacent 
the part A. are a plurality of base parts 2 each 
of Which support a single letter. 
The letters Supported by the base part 2 form 

a complete Word and accordingly the next ad 
jacent base part is a Spacer member 22. Follow 
ing the Spacer member 22 is another base mem 
ber 28. Which is adapted for supporting a pair of 
letters as at 26. Adjacent the member 24 is 
another base part 28 which similarly to base 
parts 20 mounts a single letter and at the extreme 
right end of the sign is an end block or terminal 
part 38 having the same general configuration as 
the plug of part is but which faces in the opposite 
direction therefron. 

Regarding the anner in which the letters or 
other indicia are Supported on the base, reference 
may be had to Figure 3. In Figure 3 it will be 
noted that the base part shown therein has a 
recess 32 in its upper face which receives a base 
portion 3 of the letter or indicia 23 therein. 

it Will be noted that the letter 25 is hollow as 
at 36 and that Supported. Within the recess 32 
S0 a.S to extend. Within the recess 34 is a light 
bulb 38. The bulb 38 has a base 48 thereon ex 
tending into a Socket or bore 62 in the sign base 
So as to make contact with a pair of terminals 
its and 45. The terrainas if: and 46 are connected 
to a pair Of Wires 38 and 56 extending longitudi 
nally along the sign base. 
The arrangernent of the Wires and contact 

in enberS Will clearly be seen in Figure 4 wherein 
it will be observed that the wires 48 and 5 termi 
nate at one end of the base part in the naale elec 
trical connectors 52 and at the other end of the 
base part in the female electrical connectors. 

Figue 1 illustrates that this arrangement 
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is common for each of the base parts so that 
aS many Or as few thereof may be connected to 
gether as desired. 

It will also be apparent that the electrical 
Connectors provide, at one time, the mechanical 
means by which the several base parts are re 
tained together and in alignment and the con 
nectors provide also the means for Supplying 
electric current to the Several light bulbs carried 
thereby. 
The letters, numbers, or other indicia employed 

for the sign are preferably a translucent mate 
rial such as glass or plastic SC that the light 38 
placed at the base thereof causes the entire area, 
of the said indicia to become illuminated. 
Due to the fact that the light Will be most 

brilliant at the base of the indicia, it may be pref 
erable to form the Said indicia, as indicated in 
Figure 7, Wherein it Will be seen that the Walls 
of the indicia, taper from the bottom thereof 
as at 53 to the top thereof as at 58. By this 
means the indicia, Will give off Substantially the 
Sane intensity of illumination over its entire 
Surface. 

Furthermore, in order to prevent a bright Spot 
at the base of the indicia, the said base is pref 
erably coated, either externally or internally, 
as at 6 (), with an opaque coating. This is pref 
erably applied to the outer surface of the base 
of the letter and is of the same color as the base 
of the Sign thereby blending therewith. 

Since the text to be carried by any given 
sign will vary greatly, it is desirable that there 
be provided a plurality of different sized base 
parts for the sign. Thus, in addition to the end 
parts as indicated at 4 and 3 in Figures 1 and 
2, the single indicia base type as shown at 30, 
the spacer part as shown at 22, and the double 
indicia part as indicated at 24, the sign may also 
include the multiple base part 62 as shown in 
Figure 5 and a member as indicated at 64 which 
consists of a single or double Socket base part 
of such a length as to act as a Space' block 
on either side thereof. This permits the easy 
installation of single indicia in the text of a 
sign without employing separate Spacer blocks 
On each side thereof. 
The base part shown in Figures 3 and 4 is of 

a, type which is formed in two parts and there 
after secured together either by cenenting, or 
by screws, or the like. if desired to form the 
base parts in one operation, the construction il 
lustrated in Figure 8 may be used. 
In Figure 8 the base part is shown as cast, pref 

erably of plastic material, in a single part and 
the contact members 44 and 46 are cast in the 
base part by supporting them within the mold 
as inserts. 

In the Figure 8 construction the conductors 
88 and 5 are carried in grooves extending longi 
tudinally along the bottom of the base part and 
into which the aforementioned contact members 
also extend. Connection between the contact 
Inembers and wires can readily be made by Solder 
ing or other equivalent rileans. 
With both of the forms of base part illustrated 

there is preferably a layer of felt or other Soft 
thick pile fabric secured to the bottom thereof 
as indicated at 66. This permits the sign to be 
used on any type of surface Without Scratching 
the said surface and also tends to hold the sign 
in position. 
As a modified form of electrical connector to 

be employed in connection with the base parts of 
the sign, the device illustrated on Figure 6 may 
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be employed. This connector is merely a two 
prong electrical connector of any standard type 
and comprises the male part 68 and female 
part 79, one of which is secured in each end 
of each of the base parts. The advantage of the 
connector shown in Figure 6 is that the placing 
thereof in the base parts is Somewhat simpler 
than the connector's illustrated in Figure 4. 
In most instances, the light bulbs 38 will be of 

the 6 or 8 volt type and electric power Will be 
supplied thereto from commercial lighting mains 
through a step-down transformer. It will be 
understood, however, that the particular manner 
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of supplying electric power to the lead-in 6 is 
subject to wide variation and forms no particular 
part of the present invention. 

In any case, it is preferable to mount in the 
lead-in base part 4, an arrangement of an On-Off 
SWitch Such as the toggle SWitch indicated at 2 
in Figure 1. This permits the sign to be illumi 
nated for night time or to attract greater atten 
tion, or to be employed as an unilluminated sign 
When Such use of the Sign is Satisfactory. 
In Figure 9, there is shown a Solid letter 70 

having a base part 2 positioned in the recess 
containing the light bulb 4. 
The letter in Figure 9 is formed of a solid trans 

lucent material and, when the bulb 4 is illumi 
nated, emits light from over its entire surface. 
Any Well knoWIl Substances can be employed for 
this purpose and in the case of letter formations 
similar to the letter "O' the Solid type of con 
Struction may be preferable to the hollow. 

It will be understood that this invention is 
susceptible to modification in order to adapt it 
to different usages and conditions and, accord 
ingly, it is desired to comprehend such modifica 
tions within this invention as may fall within 
the Scope of the appended claims. For example, 
the recesses may be of other configuration than 
Square as for example rectangular as illustrated 
in Figure 5. 

I claim: 
1. In a sign of adjustable length, a base corn 

prising a plurality of individual base parts and 
having a receSS Opening upwardly in at least SOme 
of said base parts, individual illuminating means 
entirely enclosed Within the recess of each base 
part and positioned wholly below the upper sur 
face thereof, upstanding indicia of light conduct 
ing media having the entire upper configuration 
portion above the base which upper portion emits 
light over its entire Surface, said indicia, being 
detachably mounted to a said base part by means 
of a lower portion having a width as viewed in 
end elevation of not less than that of Said upper 
portion and adapted to seat over Said illuminat 
ing means and close the top of an individual re 
cess, electrical conductors extending through 
said base parts and conducting to Said illuminat 
ing means and connectors in the ends of Said 
base parts for making continuous electrical con 
nections between said conductors. 

2. In a sign of adjustable length, a base com 
prising a plurality of individual base parts and 
having a recess opening upwardly in at least 
some of said base parts, individual illuminating 
means entirely enclosed within the recess of each 
base part and positioned wholly below the upper. 
Surface thereof, upstanding indicia of light con 
ducting media, having the entire upper config 
uration portion above the base Which upper por 
tion emits light over its entire Surface, said in 
dicia being detachably mounted to a Said base. 
part by means of a lower portion having a width: 
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aS viewed in end elevation greater than that of 
Said upper portion and adapted to seat over Said 
illuminating means and close the top of an in 
dividual recess and each of which illuminating 
means extends into a said lower portion, electri 
cal conductors extending through said base parts 
and conducting to Said illuminating means and 
connectoi's in the ends of said base parts for 
making continuous electrical connections be 
tween said conductors, and Switch means in one 
of said base parts for selectively interrupting the 
Supply of energy to said electrical conductors. 

3. In a sign of adjustable length, an extensible 
base comprising a plurality of individual base 
parts and having a recess opening upWardly in 
at least some of said base parts, SocketS Seated 
Within each said recess for receiving Small elec 
tric light bulbs, an electric light bulb entirely re 
ceived within each recess, detachable indicia of 
light conducting media, having a lower portion 
adapted to seat over said bulb and wholly within 
said individual recess to close the top thereof, an 
upper configuration portion extending upwardly 
from the lower portion which upper portion emits 
light over its entire Surface when said light bulb 
is illuminated, said lower portion as viewed in 
front and end elevation having a dimension 
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greater than the corresponding dimension of said 
upper portion, electric lines extending through 
Said base parts, electric terminals at each end of 
Said base parts and on the ends of said end parts 
facing the base parts therebetween and con 
nected with said electric lines, said terminals 
forming detachable electrical connectors for con 
necting the lines in one base part with the corre 
sponding Ones in the next and also Serving as 
means for aligning the Said base parts and Said 
end parts when placed together and for retain 
ing them in assembled position. 

WILLIAM J. ANDERSON. 
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