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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JAMEs BRIDGER, of Newark, 

in thécounty of Wayne, and State of New York, have 
inwented a new and useful Improvement in Railroad 
Chairs for Track-Rails; and I do hereby declare that 
the following is a full, clear, and exact description of 
the construction and application of the same, refer 
ence being lad to the annexed drawings, making a 
part of this specification, inwhich- * 

Figure 1 is a transversesection enclosinga commo 
T railroad-rail; Figure 2, a perspective view of the same, asapplied 
to the junction of tworailroad-rails; and Figure 3, a perspective view of the parts, separate. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corresponding 
parts in all the figures. 
The nature of my invention consists in providinga 

chair for the reception of contiguous railroad-rails, 
which shall hold the ends of the same at their junc 
ture, as firmly from vertical and lateral motion and 
twisting of rails or chair, as though they were one 
continuous rail, the rails and chair mutually strength 
ening and supporting each other. 
To enable those skilled in the art to make and use 

my invention, I will proceed to describe its construc 
tion and application. | . . . 
The body of the chair consists of two oblongplates, 

rolled, cast, or otherwise manufactured, in such a 
manner, that each has afiat base and a flange along 
one edge, said flange projecting upward and inward, 
so asto rest upon the base of the rail, and hold the i p 
latter firmlyin place. 

In the drawings 
a is the flat base of one of the plates compos 

ing the chair, and b, that of the other, the latter be 
i ing made narrower than the fosger, and adapted to 
rest upon it. a" is the filange along the edge of the plate a, and 
b”, thatalong the edge of the plate b, the two locking 
over the base of the rail r, as shown in fig. 1. 
Under the shoulderor filange a”, a rectangular re 

| cess, e, is provided to receive the edge m, of the fat 
plate b, wlich projects intoit, asshown is figs. 1 and 2. 

It will be observed, that under the flange of plate 
b, there is no recess corresponding to e in the oppo 
site plate, but that when the edgem is inserted into 
its sockete, the recesses left under each flange, a*b; 
are symmetrical and equal, being adapted to fit per 
fectly to the base-filange of the rail. 
And it will be further observed, thät when the two 

plates are attached together for the purpose of sup 
porting the rail, the chair appears perfectly symmetri 
cal, the edge 0° coming exactly over the edge a”, and 
the thickness of both togetherbeing exactly equal to 
that of the edge i, along the opposite side of the 
chair. 

Vertical holes, cc c, aremade through the flanges 
a! b", and through the fat part of the two plates near 
their thin edge, through which holes spikesare driven 
into the cross-ties, tle spikes clamping the two parts 
of the chair firmly together, and attaching the whole 
to the ties, so asto secure the rails from a vertical or 
lateral motion in relation to each other when thetrains 
are passing over. i 
Having thus described my invention, 
What I claim as my invention, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is– A symmetrical railroad-chair, constructed substan 
tiallyasherein set forth, that is to say, oftwo plates, 
a a*b b, each having aflat base andone lateralfange, 
formed as described and shown, and the lower plate 
rovided with a recessor socket, e, to receive the edge 
m of tle upper plate, when employed in connection 
with spikes driven through holesc c, arranged as de 
scribed, the whole constituting a chair to receive and 
securely hold the rail, substantially- in the manner 
specified. * JAMES BRIDGER. 

Witnesses: 
JEROME BLANCELARI, 
BYRON THOMAS. 

  


