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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY C. HINCHCLIFF,
a citizen of the United States, residing at New
York, in the county and State of New York,
haveinvented a new and useful Coat-Hanger,
of which the following is a specifieation.

My invention relates to improvements' in
coat-hangers, in which the arms readily ad-
just themselves to the shape of the coat and
when released return to their normal position
automatically;and the objects of my improve-
ments are, first, to provide a coat-hanger
which will readily adjustits arms to the shape

of the coat; second, to provide a coat-hanger

whiceh will oceupy a minimum amount of
space when not in use; third, to provide &
coat-hanger in which the arms will be in a
vertical position whennot in use, and, fourth,
to afford facilities whereby the arms will im-
mediately return to their normal position
automatically when released. I attain these
objects by the mechanism. illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

. Figure 1 is a plan view of the coat-hanger
as it would appear when in use with its arms
W W in a horizontal position. Hig.'2 is-a
front elevation showing the arms W W in
their normal position when not in use, the
broken lines W' W’ ghowing the position of
the arms when a coat is hung upon them,

while the arc-lines R R and arrows show

the direction of motion. Fig.3isan enlarged
front view of the body of the coat-hanger
with the face-plate C removed and the arms
‘W W broken off, and Fig. 4 is a vertical sec-
tion on the line A B of Fig. 3. .

Similarletters refer tosimilar parts through-
out the several views. :

The bracket B with its plate D, together
with the face-plate C when fastened together
by means of the serews §?, form the body or
framework of the hanger, while the segmental
gears P P with their shoulders X X, together
with the spring §', form the working parts.
The bracket B is provided with the plate D,
which in turn is provided with the stads Q Q,
on which the segmental gears revolve, the
lugs J and T, which act as separators for the
face-plate C and provide means for fastening
the face-plate C in position, the lug T also

- acting as a holder for the spring §', (see Fig.

3,) and the lugs L I, which also act as sepa-

rators for the face-plate C, and in a manner

"act as stops for the shoulders X X of the seg-

mental gears P P, thereby preventing the
arms W W from going below the position
shown in broken lines W' W', Fig. 2.

‘The segmental gears P P are provided with
the bosses H H, against which the spring &’
presses in such a mannper as to have a tend-
ency to keep the arms W W in a vertical po-
%ibion, which is readily seen by referring to

ig. 3.

The bracket B is provided with a serew-
hole-S, wherehy it may be fastened to the
wall by a serew or otherwise.

Referring to the drawings, it will be seen
that the arms W W being fastened to the
shoulders X X of the segmental gears P P,

the said gears being placed on the studs Q Q-

and the spring 'S’ on the lug T, the whole
being fastened together by placing the fage-
plate C in position and fastening it to the
lugs J and T by means of screws or rivets,
the whole may be fastened to a wall by means
of a serew or nail passing through the hole 8
in the bracket B.

I amr aware that prior to my invention coat-
hangers have been made with movable arms.
I therefore do not claim such a combination
broadly; but, i

Having explained my invention in such g

manner as to enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, what I do claim as my invention, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—
" 1. Agarment-hangercomprisinga support,
a pair of arms pivotally carried thereby, so
as to swing upwardly from a horizontal po-
sition, means connecting said arms to cause
them to swing in unison, and means to limit
thedownward movement of said arms to cause
them to rest in a substantially horizontal po-
sition, substantially as described.

2. A.garment-hanger comprisingasupport,
a pair of arms pivotally carried thereby to
swingupwardly,gearing connecting said arms
to cause them to swing together, and means
to limit thedownward movementof said arms
to cause them to rest in a substantially hori-
zontal position, substantially as deseribed.

3. Agarment-harfgercomprisinga support,
a pair of arms pivotally earried thereby, gear-
ing connecting said arms to cause them fo
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swing together in an upward direction, and
a spring connected with said support and said
arms to maintain said arms normally in an
upwardly-extending position, and means to

5 limit the downward movement -of said arms

to cause them to rest in a substantially hori-

zontal position, substantially as deseribed.
4. Agarment-hangercomprising asupport,

a pair of arms pivotally carried thereby, a

o springearried by said support, and abutments
D ]

o

onsaidarmstoreceive thearmsof said spring,
the support for said spring being located on

, one side of the lineof the pivotsof said arms,
.; and said abutments being located on the op-
‘5" posite side of said line, whereby the spring

can raise the arms to a substantially vertical
position, and méans to limit the downward
movement of said arms, substantially as de-

~ seribed. :

S
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5. Agarment-hanger comprising asupport,
a pair of arms pivotally carried thereby, gear-
ing connecting said arms, said arms having
abutments, and a coil-spring carried by said
support, said spring having two arms pro-
Jjecting outwardly from the coil, the arms of
said spring bearing upwardly against said
abutments respectively to normally maintain
said arms in an upwardly-extending position,
and means to canse said armms to rest in a sub-
stantially horizontal position, substantially
as deseribed. , o

In testimony whereof I have signed my
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name to this specification in the presence of

two witnesses. :
HENRY C. HINCHCLIFF,
Witnesses: ’ : ’
GEORGE E. Posr,
SAMUEL C. REYNOLDS.



