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To all whom it may concerr:

Beitknown that I, JouN P, FANGEL, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
New York city, county of New York, and
State of New York, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Devices for Con-
trolling Combination-Locks of Desks,of which
the following is a specification, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, form-
ing a part thereof, in which similar numerals
of reference indicate corresponding parts.

This invention relates to a device for con-
trolling combination-locks of desks; and the
object thereof is to provide a simple and in-
expensive device of this character by the use
of which the drawers in the pedestals of flat
or roll top desks may be opened without ne-
cessitating the lifting of the curtain of a roll-
top desk or withdrawing the upper drawer of
a flat-top desk.

Both flat-top and roll-top desks are usually
provided with what is termed a ‘‘combina-
tion-lock” which is adapted to lock all the
drawers in'the pedestals of the desk at once.
As desks are usually constructed this locking
device is operated antomatieally by the clos-
ing of the upper drawer in flat-top desks or
the lowering of the curtain in roli-top desks.
To open the drawers in the pedestals ofa roll-
top desk, it is necessary io first unlock and
raise the curtain thereof. It sometimes hap-
pens that free access to the drawers is desir-
able without raising the curtain of the desk.
In flat-top desks the combination-lock is op-
erated by the upper drawer, which is locked
by means of an ordinary lock and key. If it
is desired to withdraw the second or third
drawer from the pedestal, it is first necessary
to pull the upper drawer out until the com-
bination-lock is released and then push it in
again before access can be had to the drawer
immediately below it. This must be done
each time thatit is found necessary to obtain
access to the lower drawers of the pedestal.

This invention, which will be hereinafter
fully described and specifically set forth in
the annexed claims, is adapted to obviate
these defects.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
a side elevation of a section of a flat-top desk,
partly broken away; and Fig. 2isa sectional
plan view of the same.

In applying my device I employ a bracket
1, of metal, wood, or any other suitable mate-
rial, which is adapted to be fastened to theside
wall 2 of the upper drawer by means of one
or more screws 3. This bracket has a flat-face
5, projected at right angles to the portion se-
cured to theside of the drawer, and upon the
upperface thereof is mounted a vertical pin 6.

A lever 7, preferably of wood and slightly
bent at the point of contact with the pin 6, is
provided with a suitable hole adapted to fit
loosely over the pin 6, so that the said lever
may rock laterally thereon. The rear end 8
of said lever is adapted toslide laterally in a
slot 9, cut in the rear wall of the drawer ad-
jacent to the side wall to which the bracket 1
is attached. Thisslot 91is of sufficientlength
to permit the lever to be thrown parallel to
the side wall of the drawer and out of en-
gagement with the spur 10, fixed to the upper
end of the combination-post 11, and to allow
it to be thrown in engagement with said spur.

The combination-post 11 is adapted to re-
ciprocate vertically in asuitable hole 12 in the
cross-bar 18, The construction of this part
of the device is the same as that now in use,
the post being provided with a number of
hooks 15, corresponding with the number of
drawers in the pedestal. )

The forward under edge of the spuar 10 is
beveled, as at 16, the object being toraise the
combination-post 11 by means of the spur
when the upper drawer is pushed in with the
rocking lever in the position shown by full
lines in Fig. 2.

To operate the device, all the drawers be-
ing locked, the upper drawer is unlocked and
pulled outward. The rocking lever is then
thrown into position shown by full lines in
Fig. 2 and the drawer again pushed back in
position. This action raises the combination-
post 11, carrying the hooks 15, and releases
all the lower drawers, which may be with-
drawn separately or together, as desired. By
throwing the lever to the position shown by
dotted lines in Fig. 2 the rear portion of the
lever lies parallel to the side wall of the
drawer and clear of the spur 10. The locking
device then acts automatically and locks all
the drawers in the pedestal except the upper
one. .

Obviously a sliding bar or other mechanjcal
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equivalent may be substituted for the rock-
inglever, or an ordinary block of wood adapt-
ed to raise the spur 10 when the drawer is
pushed in may be used in place of the lever,
which is at this time preferred.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In a locking device for the drawers of
desks, the combination of a vertically-slidable
combination-post, a beveled spurfixed tosaid
post and a rocking lever carried by and within
one of the drawers and adapted for retaining

" said combination-post in an elevated position,
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substantially as described.

2. In a locking device for the drawers of
desks, the combination of a vertically-slidable
combination-post, a series of hooks fixed to
said post and adapted to engage with the
drawers other than the master-drawer, a bev-
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eled spur fixed to said post, a master-drawer,
a rocking lever carried by and within said
master-drawer and adapted for retaining said
combination-post in elevated position, sub-
stantially as described.

3. In a locking device for the drawers of
desks, the combination of a drawer provided
with the slot 9 in its rear wall, the bracketl
fixed to said drawer, the rocking lever 7 piv-
oted to said bracket, the vertically-slidable
combination-post 11 and the beveled spur 10
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fixed to said post, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 14th day of Octo-
ber, 1898. ;

JOHN P. FANGEL.

Witnesses: S
SYDNEY I. PRESCOTT,

E. T1BBITS.
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