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(57) Abstract: With device control using biometric
authentication, biometric information is requested
every time the device is used. When a biometric au-
thentication success context is saved in a portable key
device in order to avoid this problem, there is a risk
that the portable key device may be acquired and used
by another person. In the present invention two port-
able key devices are prepared, with a wireless com-
munication  function enabling communication
between the two devices being installed in these
devices, and when the biometric authentication is suc-
cessful an authentication success context is saved and
an unlock signal is emitted, thereby unlocking and en-
abling operation of the device being controlled. When
wireless communication between the two portable key
devices is interrupted the biometric authentication
success context is discarded, the unlock signal is no
longer emitted, and biometric authentication is re-
quired to emit the unlock signal again. Thus, the num-
ber of biometric authentications required of a user is
reduced, and use by another person is limited by dis-
carding the authentication success context when, for
example, the key device is accidentally lett behind,
thereby improving both ease of use and safety.
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