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Patented Mar. 27, 1928. 1,663,608 
UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

WALTER M. NEWTON, OF DOVER, DELAWARE, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALE TO JoHN 
W. ARGO, OF DOVER, DELAWARE. 

FIRE-FIGHTING APPARATUS. 
Application filed March 16, 1926. Serial No. 95,095. 

This invention relates to fire fighting ap 
paratus and more particularly to a mobile. 
support for a fire extinguisher. - 

Briefly stated, an important object of this 
invention is to provide a carriage by means 
of which a fire extinguisher may be moved 
to the scene of a fire by a child, a woman, 
or other person of limited strength and the 
extinguisher inverted so that the contents of 
the same may be discharged. 
A further object is to provide a fire fight 

ing apparatus having means to carry a 
longer hose than is ordinarily practical and 
to provide for the storage of relatively 
large quantities of fire extinguishing liquid. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide simple means whereby the fire ex 
tinguishing container may be locked in its 
normal non-discharging or in its discharg 
ing position and the carriage which supports 
the extinguisher frictionally held against 
movement. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a fire extinguisher of the character 
specified which is of highly simplified con 
struction, durable in use, and cheap to manu 
facture. 
Other objects and advantages will be ap 

parent during the course of the following 
description. 
In the accompanying drawings forming a 

part of this application and in which like 
numerals are employed to designate like 
parts throughout the same, 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the ims 
proved fire fighting apparatus in its normal 
non-discharging position, parts being broken 
away; . 

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the im 
proved fire fighting apparatus in its dis. - 

o storage tank is adapted to be detachably charging position, the view being at right 
angles to Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a detail sectional view illus 
trating the means for rotatably supporting 
the fire extinguisher; , , 

Figure 4 is a detail elevation illustrating 
the means to lock a fire extinguisher to the 
carriage; 

Figure 5 is a perspective of the improved 
fire fighting apparatus, the fire extinguisher 
being removed; 

Figure 6 is a plan view of the improved 
fire fighting apparatus; 
Figure 7 is a group perspective illustrat 

ing the means to lock the apparatus and the 

vention. 

basket for the fire extinguisher in a fixed 
position; 

Figure 8 is a detail sectional view through 
the basket locking latch and the operating 
means therefor; 

Figure 9 is a detail horizontal sectional 
view taken on line 9–9 of Figure 8. 

Figure 10 is a detail sectional view 
through a stop member embodied in the in 
In the drawings, wherein for the purpose 

of illustration is shown a preferred embodi 
ment of the invention, the numeral 5 desig 
nates a base mounted on rollers 6 preferably 
of the type shown in Figures 1 and 2 so that 
the apparatus may be moved to the proper 
place in case of an emergency with but a 
slight effort on the part of the operator. 
This permits the apparatus to be operated 
by women, children and invalids, and to 
inove chemical containing tanks of compara 
tively large capacity to the scene of a fire. 
The base is provided with a pair of stand 

ards 8 which as shown in Figure 5 are some 
what of U-shaped formation and have their 
inner sides provided with laterally project 
ing flanges for strengthening purposes and 
other purposes which will hereinafter fully 
appear. First, the upper portions of the 
standards 8 receive blocks 9 constituting 
what might be said to be bearings for the 
trunnions 10 of a basket or container 11 for 
a chemical containing tank of conventional 
or other design. Suitable straps 12 are ex 
tended over the terminals of the trunnions 10 
and may be secured in any desired manner 
to the upper portions of the standards so as 
to hold the basket 11 in place between the 
standards. s 

It is believed to be obvious that a chemical 

received in the basket 11 and may be locked 
therein by suitable fastening members 16, 
the upper portions of which are, as shown in 
Figures 3 and 4. provided with bills which 
extend over and engage the adjacent end of 
the tank. The lower portions of the hooks 
16 may be extended through ears 17 at the 
upper portion of the basket and may be 
provided with thumb nuts 19 by means of 
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which the hooks may be securely anchored 
to the tank. Therefore, when the basket 
containing the tank is quickly inverted the 
tank will remain in place in the basket. 
At this point particular attention is di O 
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rected to Figures 1 and 5 which illustrate 
that the terminal of one trunnion is flattened 
and apertured to define a hose nozzle receiv 
ing loop 20 arranged directly above and in 
line with the channel of the adjacent stand 
ard for the reception of the nozzle 21 of 
the hose. When the hose nozzle is extended 
through the loop 20 and into the channel as 
clearly shown in Figure 3, the apparatus is 
locked against turning. It will, therefore, 
be seen that preparatory to the discharge of 
the fire extinguishing fluid the operator 
must remove the nozzle 21 and hold the 
same in his or her hand. It is important to 
note that the basket is provided with a hose 
rack or container 25 by means of which a 
hose of possibly twenty or twenty-five feet 
may be conveniently carried. When the bas 
ket and the tank are inverted, the hose will 
be dropped to the floor so that the salme may 
be unreeled. 
Attention is now directed to Figures 2, 

5, 6 and 7 which illustrate that a shaft 30 
extends across the top of the base and is 
provided with a foot pedal 31 by means of 
which a lug 32 on the shaft may be rocked 
in a clockwise direction. Figure 8 clearly 
illustrates that the lug 32 extends up into a 
slot 33 in a latch or bolt 34 so that when 
the shaft 30 is rocked the latch will be re 
tracted. When the latch is thus retracted it 
is withdrawn from engagement with the lug 
or projection 36 on the adjacent portion of 
the basket. The forward terminal portion 
of the latch 34 cooperates with a lug 37 
carried by one of the flanges of the stand 
ard in the formation of what might be said 
to be a socket in which the projection 36 
is received. Thus when the basket is in its 
normal upright position the projection 36 
of the same is confined between the lug 37 
and the forward terminal portion of the 
latch 34 and the basket is held against turn 
ing. However, when it is desired to release 
the basket for turning it is merely necessary 
to depress the foot pedal 31 and bring about 
the turning of the shaft 30 so that the latch 
is retracted from engagement with the pro 
jection 36. This, of course, permits the 
basket to be easily inverted so that the 
parts occupy the position shown in Figure 2. 
When the basket is thus moved to the 

position shown in Figure 2 a projection 40 
on the upper portion of the basket is en 
gaged with the terminal of a latch 41, which 
latch cooperates with a lug similar to the 
lug 37 in the formation of a socket by means 
of which the projection 40 is securely en 
gaged to hold the basket in an inverted posi 
tion. 
When it is desired to release the basket to 

bring about the return of the tank to its nor mal non-discharging position it is merely 
necessary to pull upwardly on a link 45 slid 
ably attached to one of the standards by a 
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strap 46. Figure 1 clearly illustrates that 
the lower portion of the link 45 is pivotally 
connected to a bell crank 47 and that the 
bell crank is extended into a slot in the 
latch 41 so that the elevation of the 
link 45 will result in the retraction of 
the latch 41. A suitable housing or 
sheath 49 is employed to slidably support the 
latch at one side of one of the standards. 
The upper portion of the link 45 is pro 
vided with a finger receiving aperture which 
registers with a slot 52 in the adjacent side 
of the standard. This makes it a simple mat 
ter to engage the link 45 and pull the same 
upwardly. 
The shaft, 30 is, as shown in Figure 5, re 

ceived in a housing 60, the ends of which are 
enlarged for the reception of disks 61 having 
cranks 62 to which links 64 are connected. 
The links 64 might be said to be telescopic 
since each link consists of a pair of sections 
having inwardly directed flanges between 
which a coil spring 66 is confined. When 
the pedal 31 is depressed the links 64 are 
moved downwardly so that the rubber feet 
68 of the same will be engaged with the 
floor. The presence of the spring 66 makes 
it possible for the shaft 30 to continue to 
turn until the latch 34 has been fully re 
tracted. 
As clearly shown in Figure 7, the shaft 

30 is provided with a coil spring 79, one end 
of which engages the base 5 and the other 
end being engaged with the under side of the 
pedal to normally hold the pedal in an ele 
vated position and to normally hold the latch 
34 in an advanced position. In other words, 
when the foot pressure on the pedal 31 is 
released the spring 79 will immediately re 
turn the pedal to the elevated position shown 
in Figure 5. 
An important feature of the invention re 

sides in the provision of the lateral exten 
sion of one of the flanges of one of the stand 
ards 8 so that the extension comes im 
mediately in front of the pedal 31. The 
lateral extension which is designated by the 
numeral 80 prevents the foot of the operator 
from moving to a position beneath the basket 
when the basket is being turned. In other 
words, the lateral extension constitutes what 
might be said to be a safety guard to space 
the foot of the operator from engagement 
with the basket. 

In the operation of the improved fire 
fighting apparatus, a person desiring to 
move the apparatus to the scene of a fire has 
only to push the same and owing to the 
presence of the rollers 6 only a limited ef 
fort is required. Preparatory to the move 
ment of the tank to discharging position, the 
nozzle 21 is withdrawn from its socket and 
held in the hand of the operator while the 
foot is engaged with the pedal 31 and the 
shaft is turned to bring about the release of 
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the basket. When the basket is thus released 
the same is turned manually and automati 
cally locked in inverted position as shown 
in Figure 2. Of course, simultaneously with 
the release of the latch 34 the links 64 are 
moved into engagement with the floor to 
hold the apparatus in place. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
is claimed is: 

1. A fire fighting apparatus comprising a 
mobile base, standards mounted on the base, 
a basket having trunnions connected to the 
standards, a latch for engaging said basket 
to hold the same against movement, a manu 
ally actuated member connected to said base 
and forming a means whereby the latch may 
be retracted, and floor engaging means con 
nected to said manually actuated member 
and actuated thereby to engage the floor for 
securing the base in position. 

2. A fire fighting apparatus comprising 
a base, standards mounted on the base, a 
spring actuated latch carried by one of the 
standards, a basket rotatably connected to 
the standards and having a projection 
adapted to be engaged by Said latch, a shaft. 
having a lug adapted to engage said latch, 
and a foot actuated pedal connected to said 
shaft and adapted to be depressed to retract 
said latch. - 

3. A fire fighting apparatus comprising a 
base, standards mounted on the base, a 
spring actuated latch carried by one of the 

35 
standards, a basket rotatably connected to 
the standards and having a projection adapt. 
ed to be engaged by said latch, a shaft hav 
ing a lug adapted to engage said latch, a foot 
actuated pedal connected to said shaft and 
adapted to be depressed to retract said latch, 
and floor engaging means connected to said 
shaft and normally supported in a position 
out of engagement with a floor. 

4. A fire fighting apparatus comprising a 
base, standards mounted on the base, a bas 
ket having trunnions rotatably connected to 

the standards, a latch slidably carried by 
one of said standards and having a slot, an 
operating shaft having a lug extending into 
said slot and engaged with one wall of the 
same whereby the movement of the shaft will 
retract said latch, and a spring to advance 
the latch into engagement with said basket. 

5. A fire fighting apparatus comprising a 
base, standards mounted on the base, a basket 
having trunnions rotatably connected to the 
standards, a latch slidably carried by one of 
said standards and having a slot, an operat 
ing shaft having a lug extending into said 
slot and engaged with one wall of the same 
whereby the movement of the shaft will re 
tract said latch, a spring carried by said 
shaft and engageable with said base for ad 
vancing the latch into engagement, with said 
basket, and a pedal connected to the shaft 
and forming a means whereby the same 
may be rocked. - 

6. A fire fighting apparatus comprising in 
combination, a base, standards mounted on 
the base, a latch, a basket rotatably connect 
ed to the standards and having a projection 
adapted to be engaged by said latch, a shaft 
having a lug adapted to engage said latch, a 
foot actuated pedal connected to said shaft 
and adapted to be depressed to retract said 
latch, and floor engaging means connected to 
said shaft and normally supported in a po 
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sition out of engagement with a floor, said 
floor engaging means being adapted to be 
moved to floor engaging position by the de 
pression of said pedal. 

7. A fire fighting apparatus comprising a 
base, standards mounted on the base, a bas 
ket rotatably connected to the standards, a 
latch for engaging said basket, a rotatably 
journalled shaft having means adapted to 
engage Said latch, and a foot actuated pedal 
connected to said shaft and adapted to be 
depressed to retract said latch. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

WALTER M. NEWTON. 

8. 


