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(54) Titlee METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR DISPENSING FLUIDS

(57) Abstract

A method and apparatus (100) for
dispensing fluids in response to a user request
for a specified amount of the fluid. A
microprocessor opens and closes a fluid port
(105) for predetermined amounts of time to
control the amount of fluid dispensed. The
microprocessor monitors the elapsed time and
the amount of fluid that has been dispensed
since the last time the filter was serviced. In
one preferred embodiment, the amount of fluid
that is dispensed is measured by continuously
monitoring the volume of fluid flowing
through the  apparatus. A  pressure
measurement device allows the microprocessor
to monitor the fluid pressure. The
microprocessor prevents fluid from being
dispensed if the pressure is not within a
predetermined range of tolerances. The fluid
port (105) is opened and closed by activating
and deactivating a solenoid.
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