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Patented Nov. 12, 1929

 UNITED STATES

1,735,375

ARTHUR ALFRED CONTENT;
: MAIL
Application filed February 7;

The present invention relates to improve-
ments 1 deposit and ' collection: receptacles
and has: reference. more particularly to-a.
mail box. adapted to be positioned in local-

s ities where, due to concentration of users, it
is desirable to most conveniently unite the.
operations of dépositing, collecting and. dis-
tributing mail.. . SR

One.of the important objects of the present

10- invention is to provide a-mail box of the
‘above mentioned character which: includes a

" mail depositing compartment to which access
is had only by the mail carrier, individual .

~ distributing compartments being arranged.

15 on. opposite; sides of.the collection compart-

“ment and accessible: to - the individual users
of said compartments whereby the mail de-:
posited therein may ‘be removed by the re-
spective individual users, said collection: com-

20. partment being' in communication with the .
inner ends of the respective distributing com-

- partments. whereby the mail carrier .may.
properly distribute the mail in the respective..
distributing compartments. . ©. . -

‘95 A still further object:is to provide.a mail’
box of the above mentioned character which .
includes & means for enabling the individual
users ofia mail box to deposit money- placed:
in envelopes.in. the collection: compartment:.

30, for the purpose of procuring stamps; the mail
carrier having access to the money: receiving .
box when thé closure: for the collection: com-
partment is.open..’ i T

A stil}-further-object is-to provide a mail

35: box:of-the above mentioned character svhich .
is mounted on a conerete base in-a particiilar.
manner; theymail box being further reinforced-
whereby - the same is rendered strong and.

 durable, o Gt

'40: . Another object is to provide a mail box of
the above mentioned character which will:
save considerable time and labor on the part
of the mail icarrier: and furthermore: the de-

_ posit compartments are so- constructed: as to..

45 preclude the users of said compartments from -
oaining ‘access to any other of the' deposit:
compartments other than their own. ,

Other objects and advantages of the in-
vention - will ; become’ apparent’ during: the

50 course - of . the. following ~deseription when;
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taken in coﬁﬁéctf’i’dnwﬁiththe accompanying
drawings. L ,

In the accompanying- drawings wherein
like reference characters indicate correspond-

“ing parts throughout the-several views:

Figure 1 is a front. elevation of my im-
proved mail box. '

- Figure 2 is'a side elevation thereof.

Figure 3 isra.vertical sectional view. taken '

substantially. upon the line. 3—3 of Fig-
ure 2. :

602

Figure 4 is-a horizontal section taken ap-

proximately
and’ :
- Figure 5 is: a: fragmentary detail: of one
corner-of the: angle iron frame showing the
manner in which the same is reiinforced and
secured on: the-conerete base:
In-the:drawings wherein: for the purpose
of illustration is-shown the preferred em-
bodiment: of my invention, the numeral L
designates generally my improved mail box,
the same comprising & concrete base 2 of sub-

- stantially rvectangular shape and arranged

on the top of this basé is the rectangular iron
frame- 8. A gusset' 4 is secured at each
corner of the angle iron frame:and a bolt 5

on the.line 4—4 of Figure 1,

o
&

that isinitially set.in the concrete base before

the same has hardened extends through this
gusset:to provide a' means for: rigidly. secur-
ing the frame on the top of the concrete base.
In Figure 5:0f the drawings, the particular

. construction .of:the frame:and the gusset: as

well as-the securing bolt for the same is clear-
ly:illustrated. : =

A substantially rectangular-shaped casing
6 that-is closed:at its top is mounted on the
concrete base-and this casing is:constructed
of any suitablé metal. The lower edge por-

tions: of ‘the sides of the rectangular casing- ¢

are- adapted to be rigidly secured to the
vertical portions-of the respective'sides of the
angular frame: 3 by any appropriate fasten-.
ing means -whereby. to provide a rigid:con-
struction: - Angle iron . reinforcing: elements.
7. are provided for the corners of'the rec-.

8iks

tangular casing as-clearly illustrated in Fig-

ure 4. o ‘ .
An a¥cuate shaped:roof 8 is:secured on the
top of the: casing amd a sign board 9 is:
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mounted on the central portion of the roof
by means of the brackets 10 in the manner as
clearly illustrated in the drawings.

The sign board 9 may have printed or
otherwise arranged thereon suitable indicia
such as the route number and the particular
number of the mail box or post, it being un-
derstood that mail boxes of the character
such as is embodied in the present invention
are arranged at suitable distances along the
postal route. B

A pair of parallel spaced vertical parti--

tions 11 and 12 extend between one pair of
opposed sides of the rectangular casing 6
at the central portion thereof whereby to
form or provide a central mail collection com-=
partment 13, and these partitions extend for
the full height of the casing as clearly illus-
trated in Figure 3.

A series of horizontal partitions 14 extend
from the outer faces of the vertical parti-
tions to the adjacent sides of the casing in

the end compartments and also arranged in-

" the end compartments ave the vertical par-
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titions 15 that cooperate with the horizontal
partitions 14 to divide the outermost comr-
partments formed by the central partitions
11 and 12 and the adjacent: sides of the cas-
ing into a plurality of individual distributing
compartments 16, This construction is
clearly illustrated in Figures 8 and 4 of the
drawings. The inner end wall of each of the
Individual distributing compartments is
formed svith an opening 17 that communi-
cates with the mail collection compartment
13 and the outer or front sides of the indi-
vidual compartments are each provided with
an opening 18 which is normally closed by
means of a swinging door 19 and a key con-
trolled lock is associated with each door and
each look is slightly different in its construc-
tion so that each of the individual users of

the compartments 16 can only obtain access
to his particular compartment by the em--

ployment of the proper key in the manner
well known in the art.

One end of the mail collection compart-
ment 13 is provided with an enlarged open-
ing 20 that is normally closed by the swing-
ing door 21 and a key controlled lock is asso-
ciated with this particular closure, and only
the mail carrier has or is furnished with a
key that will open the lock in order to per-
mit access to the compartment 13. The door
21 1s formed with a slot' 22 whereby letters
may be deposited in the central compartment
13 for collection by the mail carrier, and this
door is furthermore formed with the slot 23

as shown very clearly in Figures 1 and 4.

A box 24 is secured on the inner face or side
of the swinging door 21 and is open at its
top for disposition directly beneath the slot
23 for the purpose of receiving money placed
in envelopes and deposited by the individual
users of the distributing compartments 16

1,735,379

whenever such users are desirous of procur-
ing stamps.

It is of course to be understood that the
envelopes are properly marked so that the
mail man can readily ascertain to whom the
stamps are to be delivered. Arranged with-
in the bottom of the mail collection compart-
ment 13 is the package receiving receptacle
25, the same being open at the top for the
greater portion thereof and an upwardly
swinging door 26 is provided therefor which
is accessible from the compartment 13, and
furthermore this door 26 and the relatively

70

75

small top portion of the receptacle 25 pro- -

vides a bottom for the mail collection com-
partment. .

The- forward end of the receptacle 25 is
open and the portion of the casing 6 which is
disposed adjacent the open forward end of
the package receiving veceptacle is formed
with an opening to permit the users of the in-

‘dividual compartments to gain access to the

receptacle 25. A key controlled lock is as-

sociated with the swinging door 27 that pro- -

vides a closure for the open forward end of
the package receiving receptacle 25.

The names of the individuals having the
use of the respective compartments 16 may
be posted on the sign board 28 provided there-
for on the side of the casing 6 which is pro-
vided with the swinging closure 21 that is
accessible only to the mail carrier.

In use the mail carrier unlocks the door 21 .

and removes the letters that have been de-
posited in the compartment 18 through the
slot 22 and also the envelopes containing the
money for the stamps that are received in the
box 24.  He then lifts the door 26 upwardly

- whereby the packages placed in the receptacle

25 for collection may be removed by the mail
carrier. ‘ ‘

The letters destined for the individuals
having compartments in the mail box are then
deposited in the respective compartments 16
through the openings 17. The door 21 is
then locked.

Individuals procure their mail from their
respective compartments 16 by opening the
door of their particular compartment and if
desired, each door may be formed with a
window in order that the user can readily
ascertain whether or not there is any mail in
his box or compartment without having to
open the door. The door 27 for the package
receptacle 25 is also opened by the individual
users, so that they may obtain any packages
deposited therein addressed to them.

The provision of a mail box of the above
mentioned character will save considerable
time and labor on the part of the mail carrier
and furthermore due to its construction, the
same will be compact and will also be further
strong . and durable, ,

. While T have shown the preferred embodi-
ment of my invention, it is to be understood
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that minor changes may be made in the size,
shape and arrangement of parts without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention and
the scope of the appended claims.

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim as new is:— :

1. In a mail box, a casing including a
central mail collection compartment, mail
distributing compartments on each side of the -
central collection compartment, one end of
the collection compartment being open, a
door for the opening, a key controlled lock
for the door, the outer ends of the distributing -
compartments being open, doors therefor, a
key controlled lock for each of the last men-
tioned doors, the inner ends of the distribut-
ing compartments being formed with open-
ings for communication with the central mail
collection compartment.

2. In a mail box, a casing including a
central mail collection compartment, one end
thereof being open, a series of individual mail
distributing compartments arranged on op-
posite sides of the central compartment and
communicating at their inner ends with said
collection compartment, the outer end of each
mail distributing compartment being open, a
door therefor, a key controlled lock for each
door. :

3. In a mail box, a casing, a pair of parallel
spaced vertical partitions arranged in the
central portion thereof whereby to form a
central mail collection compartment and end
distributing compartments, horizontal and

5 vertical partitions arranged in each of the

end compartments for dividing the same into
individual distributing compartments, the
inner end wall of each of said individ-
ual distributing compartments being formed
with a slot for affording communication be-
tween said compartments and the central col-
lection compartment, the outer end of each in-
dividual mail distributing compartment be-
ing open, a closure therefor, one end of the
collection compartment being opened and a
closure therefor.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

ARTHUR ALFRED CONTENT.




