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This invention relates to a lotion to be applied to the
face just before lather or other beard-softening prepara-
tion is applied. It is an object of the invention to pro-
vide a lotion to firm the skin and to condition the beard
for more effective softening by the subsequently applied
lather or equivalent preparation.

According to the invention, the lotion is prepared by
mixing with witch hazel a small quantity of a wetting
agent, preferably a polyoxyalkylene derivative of a hexa-
hydroxy alcochol ester of a fatty acid. For example,
I preferably employ polyoxyethylene sorbitan monolau-
rate, an oily liquid which is a polyoxyalkylene derivative
of sorbitan monolaurate and is commercially known as
“Tween 20” or “Tween 21.” Five drops of this liquid
are mixed into two ounces of witch hazel (the well-known
tincture of a distillate of the bark from the shrub Hama-
melis virginiana). :

Another example is a derivative of sorbitan mono-
oleate commercially known as “Span 80.” Five drops of
this substance is mixed into two ounces of witch hazel.

:In either case, the wetting agent constitutes about
one half of 1% of the mixture.
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To use the lotion to the best advantage, the face is
washed with soap and warm water and dried. A small
quantity of the lotion is applied to the face, after which
any desired lather or beard-softening substance is ap-
plied, whereupon the face is ready for the shaving opera-
tion.

If the lotion is used just prior to shaving with: an elec-
tric cutter, a smoother and more comfortable shaving op-
eration is had.

T claim:

A pre-shaving lotion consisting of witch hazel mixed
with one-half of one percent of a polyoxyalkylene deriva-
tive of sorbitan monolaurate.
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