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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ARNOLD W. ZIMMER 

the adjacent edges interlock with each other 
in such a Way that there may be a space or 

MAN, of Denison, in the county of Grayson, and channel of about three-eighths of an inch be 
in the State of Texas, have invented a new 
and Improved Board Roofing, of which the 
following is a specification: 

Figure 1 is a sectional view of a portion of 
my improved roofing, showing the position of 
the boards when laid. Fig. 2 is the same sec 
tion as Fig. 1, but slowing the position of the 
boards when SWOllen. 
The object of this invention is to furnish an 

improved board roofing for cars, porches, awn 
ings, and other structures, which shall be so 
constructed that the boards may contract and 
expand with changes of temperature without 
opening the joints, and which will carry off 
the rain without allowing it to work in through 
the said joints. 
The invention consists in a roofing formed 

of boards provided with wide rabbets, made 
with lips upon their Outer edges and along 
the opposite sides of their opposite edges, as 
hereinafter fully described. 
A are the boards, which I prefer to make 

from four to six inches in width, and from 
three-quarters of an inch to one and a quarter 
inch in thickness. Upon the upper side of 
one edge and the lower side of the other edge 
of each board A is formed a rabbet, a, about 
three-quarters of an inch wide, and having a 
lip or flange, a, about one-eighth of an inch 
wide along its edge. 

In laying the boards the lips and rabbets of 

tween the edges of the boards and the shoul 
ders of the rabbets, to form channels to carry 
off the water, ald to allow the boards to shriuk 
and swell without opening the joints. Upon 
the boards A, about one-eighth of an inch 
from the shoulder of the rabbet, is formed a 
groove, a, to serve as a channel to carry off 
the Water, so that so much water will not flow 
into the rabbets (t. 

I am aware of the existence of a water 
proof joint for roofing-boards, formed by rab 
beting and overlapping the ends of the boards, 
said overlapping ends being beveled, and the 
lower one provided with a channel to carry off 
the water which peletrates through the outer 
seam. The joint referred to is defective, for 
the boards cannot expand and contract prop 
erly, and even if a slight movement of the 
boards were possible the same would be raised 
by reason of the beveled ends or tongues. 
Having thus described iny invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 
The combination of the boards A, having 

straight end tongues a, with projecting lips 
a, as and for the purpose set forth. 

ARNOLD W. ZIMMERMAN. 
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