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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, ALMERIN HACKRTT
and JoSEPH H. CoATS, of the village of Sparta,
in the county of Monroe and State of Wiscon-
siu, have invented a new and useful machine
or device for the use of persons while bathing,
and more especially for those who dive into
or under the water, which invention is more
fully set forth in the following specification,
reference being ‘had to the ‘aceompanying

‘_ drawings, making a part of this specification.
The object of our invention is to prevent per-:

sons, while bathing or diving, from taking wa-

| .+ ter into the ears ‘and nostrils, which always

produces disagreeable sensations,-and is fre-
quently injurious.  This we accomplish by
the means of a metallic-wire or other spring-
frame, of proper size; which is bent in eircu-
lar form, as shown in the drawing, a'a, to fit
the head of the bather. Attached to the ends
of ‘the wire are conical-shaped ear-stoppers b

b, made of Tubber or other suitable composi-

tion, about three-eighths of an inch in diam-

' eter at the base; which fit the opening of the

ears.
When the protector is used it is adjusted

much after the manner of wearing common’
spectacles. The stoppers, being inserted in
the opening of the ears, are kept in position
by the elasticity and spring of the wire, to-
tally excluding the water from the ears. -

To prevent the water from enlering the nos-
trils, an attachment of wire, ¢ ¢ f, is affixed to
the main wire, with pads d d at the ends, fit-
ting the sides of the nose, and slightly com- -
pressing it to exclude the water.

The protector may also be made with joints

~and slides, like common spectacles, for greater

convenience in folding it up to carry in the
pocket. ‘ »

We claim— ,

1. The metallic-wire or other -8pring-frame
@ &, provided with the ear-stoppers b b, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes deseribed.

2. The spring-frame a @, provided with ear-
stoppers b b and the spring attachment ¢ ¢ /s
substantially as set forth, - -
ALMERIN HACKETT.
JOSEPH H. COATS.

Witnesses:
FRANK MATCHETTE,
Wi, H. MATCHETTE,



