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'PRISON CELL CONSTRUCTION

. Application filed December 18, 1931.

This invention relates to prison cell struc-
ture, and more particularly to interlockirg
means whereby a row of cells may be assem-
bled from a plurality of wall panels, each
5 panel comprising a cell wall unit; the assem-
bly being accomplished without the bolts; riv-

ets, or the like, which have been usual in the -

art. Thus the wall panels themselves may be

formed in: the shop, each as a complete unit,

and the assembly and erection of the cell oW
may be solely from these units.

‘The invention is particularly adapted for
embodiment in- the partition wall panels
which divide the cells, and in the cell front
wall panels.

The general object of the invention then is
to provide for an interlocking panel arrange-
ment. Another object is to prov1de that the
order of assembly of one unit upon the other
beina predetermmed sequence so that disas-

sembly is impossible except by reversing the .
same sequence; and still another ob]ect 18 to -

provide that in the completed structure the
parts which effect theinterlock are protected,
and are concealed, so that the nature of the
- joint is unascertamable from a mere observa-
tion of the structure after assembly.

The exact nature of this invention together

with further objects and advantages thereof -

will be apparent from the following descrip-
tion taken in connection with the accompany-
ing drawings, in which Fig. 1is a detall in
persoectlve of a typical cell structure in which
the invention is employed; Figs. 2, 3 and 4

5 are enlarged perspective views of parts at one

of the ]01nts appearing-in Fig. 1, the relative

- positions of the partsin these ‘three figures in-
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dicating their relation in the completed as-
cemblv Figs. 5, 6 and 7 are enlarged details
in vertical section through one of the joints,
illustrating the manner of assembly ; and Fig.

~'8'is a horizontal section at one of the ]omts
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With reference now to the drawings, the
pertinent parts of five wall panel units are
illustrated. These are two partltlon wall

Serial No. 581,883,

-panels 1, 2, and three cell front wall panels 3,

4and 5. It will be appreciated that both

- partition wall panels extend forwardly from
a rear wall, and each cell front wall panel in--

cludes a shdmg door 6..:
Each partition wall panel may be a single
sheet of metal as indicated, extending for-

“wardly to the front extremlty of the adJ acent
- cell front wall panels.

Each cell front wall panel extends entirely
between its partition wall panels, and is pro-
vided at each of its ends with a permanently
secured pilaster end member 7. Kach pilaster

has a hollow opening onto the adjacent parti- -

tion wall, and in fact the pilasters may be sim-
ply rolled - steel channel irons with flanges
turned outwardly as indicated. Each partl-

“ tion wall panel then extends between a pair of

these pilasters the four flanges of which bear
against the partition panel and thehollows of
which are opposite each other and extend ver-
tically along the partition panel ad] acent the

‘edge of the latter. -

Each partition papel has a numbel of per-
forations 8, arranged in pairs, the pairs being
vertically spaced from each other, and all lo-
cated to open into the hollows of the adjacent
pilasters and hence to ‘be concealed by the
pilasters.

With reference now. to Figs. 2—8 of the
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drawings, for each pair of openings 8 in each -

partition panel, each of the adja‘cent pilasters:

7 carries a bracket. 9. KEach bracket 9 has a
flat base portion riveted or otherwise perma-
nently secured within the hollow of its pilas-
ter, a pair of arms 10 upstanding from the
base portion, and a web 11 joining the arms.
The arms are hooked as at 12 and extend be-
yond the extremitiesof the pilaster flanges.
Each of the openings 8 in the paltltlon
panel 1 has an enlarged portion 13 which will

‘Teceive one of the hooks- 12, and a pair.of

notches 14 oppositely dlsposed and -each
adapted to receive a bracket arm 10 but not
allow passage of the hook 12 of the- latter
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therethrough. The relative location of the

brackets 9 and openings 8 is such that when

a partition panel 1 and its two adjacent cell

front panels are upright and supported at the

same level as upon the same floor, the arms 10

of the brackets on the pilaster of one of the
~ cell front panels will lie in the upper set of
notches 14, while the arms of the brackets on
the pilaster of the other cell front panel will
occupy the lewer.set-of notches 14,

Thus -assembly of these three-panels may
be had beginning with the parts as in Figs.
94, and mampulatlnor the parts as.indicated
in T igs. 5-7. "Supposing the pilaster 7’ of
the right-hand cell front panel to be upright
and resting on the floor, the partition wall
panel 1is Titted slightly, so that the.enlarged
parts 18 of its perforations 8 will slide over
the hooked ends 12 of ithe brackets 9 on the
pilaster 7/, as indicated Fig. 5; whereupon
‘the ‘partition panel 1'may be Jowered to tthe
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ﬂoor Jevel,the arms 10-0f the brackets enter-

ing the wpper notches 14 in the ‘partition
panefl ithe latter thus being secured against

25 the pilaster 7’ by the hooks 12 of all .of the
‘brackets, as in Fig.®. Thehooksare prefer-

ably chamfered as ‘at 12 to -assist seating
of the parts in this operation.
The other cell front panel is‘then brought
80 mp and lifted so that the hooks 12 -of the
* brackets -of its pilaster 7 -will enter the en-
larged portions 13 of the perforations of the
partltlon ipanel, as indicated Fig. 6. There-
after the cell front panel i3 {manlpulated %o
seat-agin Fig. 7, cawsing the arms 10 of its
‘brackets ito enter the lower motches 14-in the
partitionpanel, thussecuring:-this:second.cell
front panel with the partltlon panel and
‘hence also with ‘the first cell front panel, as
40 indicated Fig. 7.
‘The next partition panel may be added ‘to
thesecond-cell front pael, theithird vell front
panel added to the.second partition panel,
gte., allin the manner indicated.
Tt will be apparent that in the completed
structure the openings '8 :and the brackets
" secured therein -are -entirely concealed -and
- ‘protected By the pilasters¥. Asindicated in
Fig. 8, each pilaster overlies, protects, and
50 .conceals within itshollow, the hooks 12 of the
opp051te ‘pilaster.
"The (brackets are preferably of sheet metal
“and are 'of simple form, and consequently
1oy be cheaply made. Yet their use most
effectively provides the desired rigidity to
‘the assembled structure. -
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‘Obwvionsly in the completed structure none -

- of the panels except that last added to ‘the
assembly, may beseparated fram its:adjacent
panels,

- Whatwe claimis:
1. Prison cell structure.comprising a parti-

“tion wall panel, :a cell wall panel e:\tendm oy
therefrom and ‘including -a - permanenuly

£5 ~se(1ured pilaster end mﬂmbm havmg a-hollow

opening onto said partition panel, said parti-
tion panel having a perforation opening into
said hollow, and said pilaster having a bracket
secured in its hollow and including an arm ex-
tending through said perforation and engag-
ing the partition wall panel adjacent the lat-
ter, and a pilaster on said partition panel
opposite said cell panel, covering said perfo-
ration and having a hollow to receive said
bracket -arm.

- 2. Prison C‘ells‘trucburefcomprlsmg:a, parti-
tion wall panel, a pair of cell wall panels

_extending oppositely therefrom and each in-

cluding a permanently secured pilaster end
member having a hollow opening onto said
partition panel, said partition panel~ having
a.perforation between sald pilasters, and each
pilaster having a bracket secured in its hol-
low and mcludmg a hooked arm extending
through said perforation into the hollow of
‘the opposite pilaster-and therewithin engag-
ing the pantition wall panel ad]ace,nt the
perforation.

3. Prison cell structure: :comprising:a parti-
tion 'wall panel, a pair-of:cell avall panelsex-
tending oppesitely therefrom and.each in-
cludmor :a permanently ‘secured pilaster end
mrember having 2 hollow ropening wnto .said
partition pa-nel, :said -partition pamel having
a perforation between :said pilasters, and
each pilaster havinga bracket secured in its
hollow:and including ahoeked arm extending
through said perforation:inte the hdllow -of
:an oppostte pilaster and therewithin engag-
ing the partition wall panel adjacent the
perforation, said perforation hawing am en-
largement to clear said arms during the as-
sembly of said panels.

4. Prisoncell structure comprising a parti-

tien wall panel, a pair :of -cell wall panels
-extending oppositely therefrom and each in-

cluding ' permanerntly secured pilaster -end
member having -a hollow -opéning onte -said

‘partition panel, said ‘partition panel having

aperforation between said pilasters,.andieach
pilaster having a bracket secured in its hol-
low and dncluding a heoked arm -extending
through said perforation into the hollow of
an -opposite pilaster and therewithin -engag-
ing the partition-wall panel adjacent the
perforation, said perforation including:a por-
tion of size to allow ‘insertion-of one of said
arms with its hook during the -assembly of
said panel, and ‘including -another -portion
contiguous therewith and of size to clear an
‘arm only upon completion of the assembly.

5. Prison cell structure comprising:a parti-
tion wall panel, a pair of cell wall panels ex-
tending oppositely therefrom and each in-
cluding a permanently secured pilaster end
member having a hollow opening -onto said
partition panel, said partition panel having
a perforation between said pilasters, and each
pilagter having a bracket secured in its hol-
low and including a hooked arm extending
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through said perforation into the hollow of
an opposite pilaster and therewithin engag-
ing the partition wall panel adjacent the
perforation, said perforation including a cen-
tral portion of size to allow insertion of one
of said arms with its hook during the assem-
bly of said panels, and also including a pair
of notches oppositely extending from said
central portion and each of size to clear an
arm only, said brackets being located on their
pilasters each to lie in one of said notches
upon completion of the assembly.

In testimony whereof we hereby affix our

signatures.
HARRY D. GARBER.
WALTER W. MEIER.




