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This invention relates to safety razors, and has
for its main object and feature the provision of
effective means that will stretch or smooth the
skin and place it under tension in the act of
shaving. :

In the accompanying drawing the invention
is disclosed in several concrete and preferred
forms in which .

Fig. 1is a bottom plan view of a safety razor:
embodying the invention; .

Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional view substan-
tially on the plane of line 2—2 of Fig. 1; .

Fig. 8 is a bottom plan view of the combined
guard and skin-stretching member;

Fig. 4 is a diagrammatic view showing the rela-
tion of the oblique engagement surface of the
guard member with respect to the cutting edge of
the blade and the direction of movement of the
cutting stroke; and

{ indicates the blade of a safety razor of any
conventional type, 2 is the guard and 3 any suit-
able holding means. Guard 2 serves also as a
skin-stretching member in that it has an en-
gagement surface located, as regards the direc-
tion of the cutting stroke, in advance of the
cutting edge of the blade; said surface being pro-
vided with a plurality of hills and valleys ex-
tending obliquely with respect to said cutting
edge. . As shown in Figs. 1 to 4 inclusive, the
guard is provided with suitable supporting means
for a non-rotatable helical member, here a spring

4, the convolutions of which are in contact with
each other, which spring finds its seat on op-
posed abutments 5 that extend toward each
other and are located in spaced relation to the
cutting edge of the blade. If desired, & reinfore-
ing member 6 in the form of a wire may extend
through the helix from one abutment to another.
In Fig. 4 is shown the principle of operation of
the device. As there indicated, arrow X shows
the direction of the cutting stroke, arrow Y
shows the pitch of the convolutions of the helix
and Z the direction of the stretching of the skin
or surface being shaved. The skin of many per-
sons, especially older ones, is oftimes puckered,
and in such cases and in cases where pimples
are .present, the smoothing or stretching action
of the guard member on the skin has been found
highly advantageous and has been found to pre-
vent cutting of the skin.

I claim:

In a safety razor having a razor blade and
holding means therefor, a non-rotatable com-
bined guard and skin-stretching member having
an engagement surface located, as regards the
direction of the cutting stroke, in advance of the
cutting edge of the blade and in spaced relation
thereto, sald surface consisting of & helical mem-
ber the convolutions of which extend obliquely
with respect to the cutting edge and are in con-
tact with each other.-
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