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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, James C. Dawsox, a
citizen of the United States, and resident
of Webster Groves, county of St. Louis, and
State of Missouri, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Bookbinding
of which the following is a specification, an
which are illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, forming a part thereof. .

The invention relates to book binding and
has for its object to provide a simple and
effective but inexpensive permanent bind-
ing for loose sheets. The practice of keep-
ing records upon loose sheets which are held
in a file or other form of loose leaf binder,
during the current use of the records, ren-
ders it desirable to provide a suitable means
for binding the sheets into a permanent
volume when the file or binder has been filled
and but little or no further use of the sheets
is anticipated although it is necessary to pre-
serve the sheets for the purpose of retaining
a permanent record. _

As the services of a skilled book binder
will not usually be available for binding
the sheets, while a mere orderly preserva-
tion of the sheets is the result-which is prin-
cipally sought, simplicity of operation and
inexpensive construction are of great im-
portance. On the other hand, for the pur-
pose of limiting the amount of storage space
required for the finished volume, it is of
equal importance to provide a smooth ex-
terior surface. The invention accordingly
contemplates a construction which affords a
finished volume without objectionable pro-
jections and which, though comprising only
the most inexpensive materials available,
may be effectively used by office employees
of ordinary training and skill. ,

In the accompanying drawings :—

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing a fin-

| ished volume embodying the features of im-
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provements provided by.the invention, a
part of the back being broken away;

Fig. 2 is a detail sectional view taken on
the plane indicated by the line 2—2 on

Fi% 1;
ig. 8 is a detail view showing one of the
covers before the introduction of the binding
element; and

Fig. 4 is similar to Fig. 1 but shows a
modified form of construction.

In carrying out the invention a quantity
of sheets to be preserved are collected to-
gether to form a stack 10. Covers, as 11

and 12, are then_ipplié& »to;.t.heiétavck 10 .

upon opposite sides of the same. - The cov-
ers may be secured to the sheets in a variety
of ways, two suitable methods being respec-
tively iflustrate‘d'_i'n’ Figs. 1 and 2 and in
Fig. 4. In the method shown in Fig. 1, a
wire staple 13 is inserted through the covers
and the sheets therebetween and its ends 14
subsequently turned over or clenched. In
the method shown in Fig. 4 a cord 15 is
passed through the covers and the sheets and
knotted at 19.
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To make the binding means less obstruc-

tive and to facilitate the handling and stack-
ing of the completed volumes, the covers are
recessed to receive those parts of the wire,
cord, or other fastening which would other-
wise project above the outer faces of the cov-
ers. This is particularly advantageous
where clenched wire is used as the binding
means, since the ends are liable to catch
on external objects unless protected by be-
ing located in recesses in the covers. As a
convenient method of providing the neces-
sary recesses and also reinforcement for the
binder’s board of which the covers are usu-
ally made, metallic plates 16 may be em-
ployed. These plates are depressed -cen-
trally to form a groove 17 for the reception
of the clenched ends 14 of the wire, or the
cord 15 and knot 19 therein, as the case may
be.  The covers are recessed or preferably
slotted at 21, as shown, to receive the de-
pressed portion of the plates. In the forms

of construction shown, the plates 16 are pro-

vided with apertures 18 at each end for the
passage of the wire, cord, or other fasten-
ing device.

The plates 16 may be permanently at-
tached to the covers by any suitable means,
as by tongues 20, formed and utilized by
being struck out and bent downwardly into
locking engagement with the covers. The
covers 11 and 12 are preferably made sep-

.arate, not only to simplify and cheapen the

construction but also to enable the covers to
be more readily applied to stacks of sheets
of ‘'different height. ~

After the covers have been secured in
place a back 22 is applied not only to pro-
tect the rear edges of the stack of sheets, but
also to cover the exposed portions of the

70

78

80

85

90

12

100

105

binding wire or cords. The particular form °

of this back constitutes no part of the pres-
ent invention. To promote simplicity of
illustration, that shown comprises a strip of
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stiff material, such as heavy paper. This

strip may be secured in place by pasting the

end portions of the strip against the cor-
responding covers upon the outside of the
same.

I claim as my invention— ‘

In a book, in combination, a stack of
punched sheets having two sets of register-
ing apertures, a slotted cover applied to one
10 side of the staq}: of sheets, a sheet metal
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late applied to the cover over the slot, an
intermediate part of the plate being de-
pressed and lying in the slot, forming a
groove and having apertures registering
with the sheet apertures, and a binding mem-
ber extending through the sheet apertures
and through the said sheet metal plate and
lying in the said groove.

JAMES .C. DAWSON.
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