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This invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in devices for supporting the current
supply cords of electric flatirons, and more par-
ticularly to cord supporting devices that are car-
ried directly on or by the flatiron.

Since the advent of the electric flatiron there
has existed the problem of supporting the cur-
rent supply cord so that it does not interfere
with the use and operation of the iron. In the
past it has been proposed to overcome this prob-
lem in several ways, principally by means of &
support—usually in the form of an arm or & reel
—that is attached to the ironing board. How-
ever, such supports are objectionable and diffi-
cult to use because they require considerable
effort on the part of the operator to bend or un-
reel them in order that the cord may be pulled
about during use of the iron. Some attempts
also have been made to provide cord supports
that are carried by the flatiron but prior devices
of this type generally have proved unsuccessful
for numerous reasons.

With the foregoing in mind, the principal ob-
Jject of the present invention is to provide for the
current cord of an electric flatiron, a support
which is carried directly by the flatiron and mov-
able with respect thereto.

Another object of the invention is to provide
for an electric flatiron, a current cord support
of the character set forth that is removable and
which, in its normal position during use of the
flatiron, is locked or secured against removal
therefrom.

Another object of the invention is to provide
for an electric flatiron, a current cord support
of the type described which is pivotally carried
by the flatiron and movable to positions laterally
and radially thereof whereby the support is ren-
dered self-adjusting with respect to positions in
which the iron may be placed by the operator
during both use and non-use thereof.

Still another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a flatiron current cord support, embodying
the aforesaid features, which is provided with a
cord retainer or holder having novel features of
construction and arrangement which serve not
only to retain and hold the current cord but also
to prevent excess wear and strain upon the cord
at the point of support.

A further object of the present invention is to
provide a flatiron cord support of the eharacter
set forth that is comparatively neat in appear-
ance, of relatively simple, inexpensive construc-
tion and convenient to use; and requires no spe-
cial effort on the part of the operator to manip-

ulate the iron and keep the cord from dragging
on the ironing board.
These and other objects of the invention and

- the various features and details of the construc-
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tion and operation thereof are hereinafter fully
set forth and described, and shown in the accom-
panying drawing, in which: .

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of an electric
flatiron embodying & current cord support device
of the present invention. :

Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary view in.
section taken on line 2—2, Figure 1.

Figure 3 is an enlarged view in perspective of
a current cord support made according to this
invention. .

Figure 4 is a partial view in plan of a flatiron
and current cord support showing the latter in
position with respect to the iron for attachment
to and removal from said iron; and

Figure 5 1s.a view similar to Figure 4 showing
the general position of the current cord support
when attached and in use.

Referring now more particularly to the draw--
ing, in Figure 1 there is shown s flatiron of well
known type including the usual sole plate I, cover
2 and handle 3, the latter having a depending
rear leg portion 4 that is secured to the cover 2
at or adjacent the rear end of the iron. As best
illusirated in Figure 2, there is provided between
the cover 2 and handle 3, at one side of the flat-
irom, a recess or groove 5. This recess.or groove
5 may be formed by undercutting the base of
the rear leg partion 4 of said handle 3 as shown
or, if desired, provision therefor may be made
merely by spacing the handle slightly above the
cover 2 by the Inter-position of one or more suit-
able spacers, such as washers or the like, between
said cover 2 and the base of the handle rear leg
portion 4. )

In the cover 2 of the iron, and laterally ad-
jacent the aforesaid recess or groove 5, there is
provided a socket 6 for receiving and mounting
the current cord support. The socket § may be
in the form of a tube and, as shown, this tube
preferably extends downwardly within the cover
2 through an opening in the top thereof and has
its upper end secured in and opening upwardly
through the generally flat top portion of said
cover 2 at a point laterally adjacent the recess
or groove § as aforesaid. The space or distance
between the socket 6 and the immediately ad-
jacent exterior surface of the handle leg 4, and
the relation of this space or distance to the con-
struction of the cord support, is important and
will be considered in detail hereinafter.
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As shown in Figure 3, the cord support mem-
ber comprises a rod or the like 1, one end of
which is bent to provide a shank or stud 8 for
insertion into or within the socket 8. For this
purpose the diameter of the rod, or at least
of its shank portion 8, is such that said shank
portion 8 may be relatively snugly, yet rotatably,
received within the tubular socket 6 in -the rela-
tion shown in Figure 2 of the drawing. Secured
to the rod 1 adjacent the shank end 8 thereof

is member 9 comprising a clamp portion {0 which

embraces the rod T and a flat portion {1 which
has an opening therein through which the shank
portion 8 extends. As shown, the flat portion
{1 of the member 9 is disposed substantially per-
pendicular to the axis of the shank portion 8
and, when the latter is fitted in the socket 6, the
arrangement is such that this flat portion i
overlies and bears against the upper end. of said
socket 6 thereby providing a bearing plate for

the support and generally serving to stiffen and:

strengthen the cord support.

A further purpose is also served by the flat
portion |1 of the member 9 ahd, in this connec-
tion, it will be observed that this flat portion (0
is shaped and dimensioned with relation to the
distance between the socket 6 and the adjacent
surface of the leg 4 of the handle 3 so that the
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‘against accidental displacement.
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when it is again positioned axially forwardly of
the iron as in sald Figure 4.

For retaining the current cord relative to the
support, there is provided at the outer or free
end of the rod T a rod retainer or holder {2.
This retainer 12 preferably is molded of suitable
material such as Bakelite or the like, and is sim-
ply fitted over the end of the rod 7 in the relation
illustrated. As shown best in Figure 3 of the
drawing, this cord retainer 12 is shaped to pro-.
vide a channel or space (3 of such diameter that
the current cord fits snugly therein. The cord is
inserted into the channel {8 through a slot-like
cpening 14 which is slightly narrower -than the
channel I3 but is of such width that the current
cord may be forced through it into the said chan-
nel 13 and normally will be retained therein
Furthermore,
the cord retalner {2 is of sufficient axial length
and provided with rounded edges so that wear
and strain is not imposed on the cord at 1ts point
of support by the retainer (2.

In modern electric flatirons the current supply

cord extends from the right hand side of the rear
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shank 8 of the support can be inserted in said .

.socket 8 only when the rod 7 is positioned axially
of the iron with its free end pointed toward the
front end thereof in the manner shown in Figure
4 of the drawing. Thus with the:support posi-
tioned as in said Figure 4, it will be seen!that
the flat portion 1 adjacent the handle leg 4 is
straight edged and sufficiently narrow to permit
the shank portion 8 of the rod T to be aligned
with the socket 6.and also to permit said flat
portion tf to clear the adjacent handle surface
as the shank 8 is inserted axially into said sock-
et 6.

On the other hand, however it will. be seen
that the opposite side and end of the flat por-
"tion 11 'of member 9 project outwardly from the
shank 8 and are of a width substantially greater
than the distance or spacing between the socket
6 and the adjacent handle leg 4. Hence, if it be
attempted to insert the support into the socket
6 while said support is in any position other than
the aforesaid axially forward position, the pro-
Jection portions of the flat portion I§ will abut
to engage the surface of the -handle leg 4 and
prevent the shank 8 from being aligned with a.nd
inserted into said socket 6.

In ‘addition, when the shank 8 of the-support
rod 1 is properly inserted into the socket § with
the flat portion Il of member 9 bearing against
the upper end of said socket as previously de-
scribed, the support can be rotated or pivoted
through an arc of approximately 180° and, in
all positions of the support rod 1 throughout this
range, except of course the shank inserting posi-
tion shown in Figure 4, the projecting side or
end of the flat portion 1{ will be disposed in the

" recess or groove 5 hetween the cover 2.and handle
leg & (see Figures 1, 2 and 5), thereby preventing
removal of the support from the socket.

‘Thus when the support is inserted in the socket,
6 in the position shown in Figure 4, and is swung
outward, for example, to the position shown in
Figure 5, the suppoft is locked in the socket in
the flatiron by virtue of the positioning of the
fiat portion i{ of member 8 in the recess or
groove 5, snd theé support can only be removed
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portion of the iron handle as illustrated, and, of
course, the cord support is arranged to support
the cord at that side of the iron although, in the
case of irons made for use by left-handed per-
sons, the cord and support may be arranged at
the other or left hand side of the flatiron as de-
sired. Furthermore, and in order to permit rela-
tive freedom of movement of the cord and sup-
port through the full range of swing afforded,
the socket 6, which constitutes the center of ro- -
tational movement of the support, desirably is
mounted in approximate alignment with the point
of connection of the current cord to the handle
of the iron so that the centers of swinging move-
ment of both the support and the current cord
may be as nearly co-axial as the construction of
the iron will permit.

From the foregoing, it will be seen that the

" present invention provides a novel cord support
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for electric flatirons which is carried directly by
the iron and is movable relative to sald iron to
an extent that it is rendered self-adjustable with
respect to sitions in which the iron may be
placed by the operator. Too, the present inven-
tion provides a cord support .that not only is
carried directly by the iron but also a support
which is locked or secured against removal from
the iron throughout the range of its normal po-
sitions during use of the iron. The invention
furthermore provides a support wherein wear and
strain on the current supply cerd are minimized,
and no speclal effort on the part of the operator
is required to manipulate the iron and keep the
cord, from dragging on the ironing board.

‘While a particular embodiment of the invention
has been illustrated and described herein, it is
not intended that the invention shall be limited
to the disclosure, but that changes and modifica~
tions thereof may be made within the scope of
the claims,

Iclaim:

1. An electric iron comprising a body portion
and a handle secured thereon, a current supply
cord connected at one end to the iron, a socket
in the body portion of the iron, an elongated cur-
rent cord support removably mounted at its inner
end in said socket and arranged for swinging
movement through an arc of substantial length to
positions laterally and radially of the iron, the
said socket being disposed in approximate align-
ment with said connection of the current cord
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to the iron so that the centers of swinging move-
ment of both the support and cord are approxi-
mately coaxial, a member carried by said sup-
port adjacent its Inner end and including a pro-
Jecting portion arranged and cooperable with the
iron to permit the support to be inserted in and
removed from the socket only when said support
is disposed in one predetermined position with
respect to the iron, and a cord retamlng member
at the outer end of said support.

2. An electric iron comprising & body portion
and a handle secured thereon, a current supply
cord connected to said iron, & socket in the body

_portion of the iron, means providing a recess ad-
jacent said socket, an elongated current cord sup-
port removably mounted at its inner end in said
socket and arranged for swinging movement
through an arc of substantial length to positions
laterally and radially of the iron, the said socket
being disposed in approximate vertical alignment
with the connection of the current cord to said
iron so that the centers of swinging movement
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of both the support and cord are approximately

coaxial, a member carried by sald support ad-
Jacent its inner end and including a projecting
portion cooperable with said adjacent recess dur-
ing a substantial portion of-the arc of movement
of the support thereby to secure the latter against
removal from the socket, and & cord retaining
member at the outer end of said support.

3. An electric iron comprising & body portion

and a handle secured thereon, a current supply.

cord connected to said iron, a socket in the body
portion of the iron, means providing a recess ad-
jacent said socket, an elongated current cord sup-
port removably mounted at its inner end in said
socket and arranged for swinging movement
through ah arc of substantial length to positions
laterally and radially of the iron, the said socket
being disposed below in approximate alighment
with the connection of the current cord to said
“iron so that the centers of swinging movement
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of both the support and cord are approximately
coaxial, & member carried by saild support ad-
jacent the inner end thereof and including a pro-
jecting portion, said projecting portion of the
member being arranged and cooperable with the
iron to permit the support to be inserted in the
socket only when said support is disposed in one
predetermined position with respect to the iron,"
and being cooperable with said recess to secure
the support against removal from the socket when
sald support is inserted in said socket and dis-
posed in other positions with respect to the iron,
and a cord retaininig member at the outer end of
sald support.

4. A support for the current supply cord of an
electric iron comprising an elongated slender ele-
ment having at one end thereof an angularly off~
set portion providing a shank adapted to be pivot-
ally supported by said iron, & member on said
element adjacent the shank thereof comprising a
clamp portion embracing the element and a flat
projecting portion disposed at right angles to said
shank and having therein an opening through
which said shank extends, and a cord retaining
member at the other end of said element for re-
cetving and supporting the current supply cord.

5. A cord retainer for a cord support of the
character described comprising an elongated non-
metallic body of generally U-shape cross-sec-
tion providing a channel and a slot-like opening
thereto, the said channel having a cross-section
size and shape to receive and snugly retain the
current cord and the slot like opening being nar-
rower than the channel so as normally to retain
the cord therein against accidental displacement
but being sufficiently wide to permit of forced
passage of the cord therethrough, and the said
channel and slot opening thereto being provided
with rounded edges so as to support a current cord
therein with a minimum of wear and strain,

JOHN C. FAGAN.




