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This invention relates to a merchandise display unit,
and, more particularly, to such a unit which can be used
as a module, and which includes an improved track mem-
ber for carrying sliding doors.

Various merchandise display units have heretofore been
suggested, usually for the display of merchandise offered
for sale at retail. Such units have usually included coun-
tertops, and, sometimes, storage compartments therebe-
low. The units which have included such storage com-
partments have also, in at least some instances, included
sliding or cother doors to hide the contents of the com-
partments from view. So far as is known, however, in
all such units which have herstofore been suggested, the
installation of docrs, whether of the sliding or another
type, has been a time consuming, and, therefore, costly
part of the fabrication. :

The instant invention is based wpon the discovery o
new upper and lower track members for supporting slid-
ing doors, and of a display unit incorporating such track
members. By virtue of the novel cooperation between
each of the track members and other elements of the unit,
fabrication is simple and expeditious, and corresponding-
ly inexpensive, but also structurally sound.

It is, therefore, an object of the invention to provide an
improved display unit.

It is a further object of the invention to provide an.

improved display unit comprising new track members for
supporting sliding doors.

1t is still another object of the invention to provide an
improved display unit wherein improved track members
for supporting sliding doors cooperate in a novel manner
with other elements of the structure.

1t is yet another object of the invention to provide im-
proved track members for supporting sliding doors in a
display unit.

Other objects and advantages will be apparent from the
description which follows, reference being made to the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a plurality of
units according to the invention arranged so that each
constitutes a module in an assembly that might be used
for the display of merchandise.

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view taken
generally along the plane 2—2 of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary vertical sectional view taken
along the line 3—3 of FIG. 2.

Referring now in more detail to the drawings, and, in
particular, to FIG. 1, six display units according to the
invention are designated generally by the reference nu-
meral 4@, FEach of the units 10 comprises counters 11
which rest on an upper rectangular frame portion 12. A
leg member 13 is welded or otherwise attached to each
corner of each of the frames 12, and lower frame mem-
bers 14 and 15 are welded or otherwise attached between
adjacent ones of the legs 13, and extend substantially par-
allel to the frame portions 12. Each of the units 1§ also
includes uprights 16 which are suitably attached to frame
members (not shown) beneath the counters 11. The up-
rights 6 can be adapted to receive and support brackets
in any suitable manner, so that shelves can be provided
as required above the counters il. Sliding doors 17 and
18 are provided for closing of the space between the
upper frame portions 12 and the lower frame members 14,
and panels 19, which can be attached in any suitable
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manner as by welding, by means of fingers which engage
suitable slots, or the like, are provided to close the portion
of the units 10 between the upper frame portions 12 and
the lower frame members 15.

As can be seen in FIG. 2, the forward member of the
frame portion 12 has a forwardly disposed and upwardly
extending leg 26 and a leg 21 which extends horizontally
and rearwardly from the leg 20. An upper sliding door
guide member indicated generally at 22 has a horizontally
disposed, generally U-shaped body portion 23, downward-
ly extending arm members 24, 25 and 26 which are in-
tegral with a lower leg 27 of the body portion 23, and an
upwardly extending tip member 28 which is integral with
a second leg 29 of the body portion 23. The arm 21 of
the forward member of the frame portion 12 is disposed
within, and substantially fills the open interior of the
body portion 23. The upwardly extending tip member 28
of the guide member 22 is wedged between the upwardly
extending leg 2¢ of the forward member of the frame
portion 12 and a vertical front portion 39 of the counter
11. As a consequence of this wedging action, the mem-
ber 22, when in its assembled relationship with the other
elements of the structure, is locked in position without the
use of screws or the like fastening means. A lower slid-
ing door guide member indicated generally at 31 has an
angle body portion 32 made up of a vertically extending
leg 33 and a leg 34 which extends horizontally and rear-
wardly from the leg 33. Upwardly extending arm mem-
bers 35, 36 and 37 are integral with the leg 34. A hori-
zontally extending tip member 38 is integral with the
lower end of the leg 33. The rearwardly extending tip
member 38 of the guide member 31 is wedged between
the bottom of a lower counter 39 and a horizontally ex-
tending leg 40 of the lower frame member 14. The ver-
tically extending leg 33 of the guide member 31 is wedged
between a vertical front portion 41 of the lower counter
39 and a leg 42 of the lower frame member 14 which is
integral with, and extends upwardly from the forward ex-«
tremity of, the horizontal leg 49 thereof. The horizontal-
iy extending leg 34 of the guide member 31 rests upon the
upper surface of the lower counter 39. As a consequence,
the guide member 31, when in its assembled relationship
with the other elements of the structure, is locked in posi-
tion without the use of screws or the like fastening means.
The rear extremity of the lower counter 3% is supported,
by a frame member (not illustrated) similar to the mem-
ber 14, to maintain the forward portion thereof and the
guide member 31 in the positions shown.

It will be noted that the arm members 24-26 of the
guide member 22 are all vertically extending and gener-
ally parallel, being spaced to provide pockets to Teceive
the upper edges of the doors 17 and 18. Similarly, the
arms 35-37 of the guide member 31 are vertically extend-
ing and generally parallel, as well as spaced to provide
pockets to receive the lower edges of the doors 17 and 18.
The pocket between the arms 35 and 36 is vertically
aligned with the pocket between the arms 24 and 25, and
the pocket between the arms 36 and 37 is vertically aligned
with the pocket between the arms 25 and 26.

As can be seen in FIG. 3, flanged supports 43 and 44
are welded or otherwise rigidly attached to the undersides
of the counters 11 and 39 to provide further support.

It will be apparent that various changes and modifica-
tions can be made from the specific details set forth
herein without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention as defined in the appended claims.

What I claim is:

1. In a merchandise display unit, an upper frame mem-
ber having a front vertical leg and a rearwardly extending
horizontal leg fixed to the bottom of said vertical leg, a
top counter positioned over said rearwardly extending leg
behind said front vertical leg, resilient track means having
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a horizontal U-shaped body including generally parallel
top and bottom side portions, said top side portion being
positioned above said horizontal leg of said frame and
said bottom portion being positioned beneath said hori-
zontal leg, said top counter resting on said top side portion
of said resilient track means to hold said track means in
place, said bottom side portion of said resilient track
means having at least two downwardly extending gener-
ally parallel longitudinally extending arms, and a door
member having a top edge slidably positioned between said
downwardly extending generally parallel arms.

2. In a merchandise display unit, a lower frame member
having a front vertical leg and a rearwardly extending
horizontal leg fixed to the bottom: of said vertical leg, a
lower counter positioned over said rearwardly extending
leg behind said vertical leg, resilient track means having
a horizontal U-shaped body including generally parallel
top and bottom side portions, said top side portion being
positioned above said counter and said bottom: side por-
tion being positioned between said counter and said hori-
zontal leg of said frame member, said counter resting on
said bottom side portion to hold said track means in place,
said top side portion having at least two upwardly extend-
ing generally parailel longitudinally extending arms, and
a door member having a bottom-edge slidably positioned
between said upwardly extending generally parallel arms.

3. In a merchandise display unit, an upper frame mem-
ber having a front vertical leg and a rearwardly extending
horizontal leg fixed to the bottom of said vertical leg, a
top counter positioned over said rearwardly extending leg
behind said front vertical leg, a lower frame member hav-
ing a front vertical leg and a rearwardly extending hori-
zontal deg fixed to the bottom of said vertical leg, a lower

counter. positioned over said rearwardly extending leg be-

hind said vertical leg, upper resilient track means having
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a horizontal U-shaped body inciuding generally parallel
top and bettom side portions, said top side portion being
positioned above said horizontal leg of said upper frame
member and said bottom portion being positioned beneath
said horizontal leg of said upper frame member, said top
counter resting on said top side porticn of said upper re-
silient track means to hold said track means in place,
said bottom side portion of said upper track means having
at least two downwardly extending generally parallel lon-
gitudinally extending arms, lower resilient track means
having a horizontal U-shaped body including. generally
paralle] top and bettom side portions, said top side por-
tion being positioned above said lower counter and said
bottom side portion of said lower track means being posi-
tioned between said lower counter and said horizontal
leg of said lower frame member, said lower counter rest-
ing on said bottom side porticn of said lower track means
to hold said track means in place, said top side portion
of said lower track means having at least two upwardly
extending generally parallel longitudinally extending arms,
and a door member having its bottom edge slidably posi-
tioned between said arms of said lower resilient track
means and its upper edge slidably positioned between said
arms of said upper resilient track means.
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