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(57) Abstract: The invention relates to spatially scalable encoding and decoding processes using a method for deriving coding
information. More particularly, it relates to a method for deriving coding information for high resolution pictures from the coding

& information of low resolution pictures. The method mainly comprises the following steps: - Computing (110) geometrical parameters
& characterizing the position of said high layer macroblock relatively to the corresponding base layer macroblocks and deriving (120)
from these parameters a macroblock class; - Deriving (20) a partition and possibly sub-partitions for each partition of said high layer
O macroblock from corresponding base layer macroblocks partition and sub-partitions on the basis of the geometrical parameters and
HL MB class; and - Deriving (30) motion information for said high layer macroblock from motion information of corresponding

base layer macroblocks.
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1. The subject matter of method claims 1 to 10 can be construed as a
method for performing mental acts as such and is, therefore, excluded
from patentability under Article Article 17(2) and Rule 39 PCT.

Claims 1 to 10 do not specify any technical means that would be used to
carry out any of the steps of the claimed methods. Also, no tangible
technical effect is achieved by the claimed methods. The methods of
claims 1 to 10 may all exclusively be carried out mentally (at least in
theory). Accordingly, the subject matter of claims 1 to 10 falls under
the exclusion from patentability of methods for performing mental acts
as such (Rule 39 PCT). In this respect, the attention of the application
is drawn to decision T914/02.

2. It is suggested to overcome this objection by adding "as part of a
process of coding or decoding video signals” (claims 11 and 12) after
"deriving coding information” in line 1 of claim 1.
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