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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

- THEODORE COCHEU, OF BROOKLYN,

NEW YORK.

CAR-FENDER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 550,869, dated December 3, 1895.

Application filed March 30, 1895,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THEODORE COCHEU, of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented a new and Im-
proved Car-F l‘endel of which the following is
a full, elear, and exact description.

The ob;]ect of the invention is to provide
a new and improved car-fender which is sim-
ple and durable in' construction, normally
held above the track, and arrang ed to auto-
matically swing downward when s’m iking the
object in its path and adapted to be lowered
by the operator in charge of the car when-
ever desired.

Theinvention consists, prinecipally,of a piv-
oted fender-platform ap1x*oted catch adapted
to lock the platfonn in a normal- approxi-
mately horizonfal position, and a gate having
an unlocking connection with the said catch
to unlock the platform.

The invention also consists of certain parts
and details and combinations of the same, as
will be fully described hereinafter, and then
pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in Whlch snmlal lettex of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the ﬁgures.

Figure 1 is a plan view of the improvement
as apphed infront of the car-platform, part of
the platform being broken out. Fig. 2is a
front elevation of thc same. ‘Fig.3isa 51de ele-

vation of part of thesame. Fig. 4isasectional
side elevation of the same on the line 4 4 of
Fig. 1. TFig. 5 is a similar view. of the same
Wlth the fende] -platform in a lowermost po-
sition. Fig. 6 isan enlarged cross-section of
part of the 1mp10vemen‘5 on the line 6 6 of
Fig. 5. Fig. 7 is a sectional side elevation of
the improvement as applied under the car-
platform, and Fig. 8 is a front elevation of a
modified form of a pivoted catch for the fen-
der-platform.

The car-fender, as illustrated in Figs. 1to
6, is provided with afender-platform A hav-
mg a suitable framework covered by a wire-
netting or othersuitable material and pivoted
at its rear end at Bin brackets C, attached to
the under side of the platform D of the car.
The fender - platform - A extends approxi-
mately horizontal a suitable distance above
the track, and in order to hold the fender-
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platform in this position I providea catch E,
adapted to engage with its hook end E' a bar
A? held on avertical extension A" on therear
end of the platform A. The catch E has its
pivot E* mounted in suitable bearings €', at-
tached to the under side of the platform D,
and one outer end of this pivot E? is provided
with an arm E3 resting on the periphery of

an eccentric F, secured on a transversely-ex-

tending shaft ¥, journaled in suitable bear-
ings arranged in the vertical extension A'of
the platform A. The shaft F’ extends with
its ends to the sides of the platform A, and
on the outer ends of this shaft are secured
arms @, pivotally conneeted with the ends of
a U-shaped gate H, forming a guard for the
sides and front of the fender-platform A, and
fitted to slide longitudinally in bearings A3,
attached to the sides of the fender-platform.

The middle or front end of the gate H:ex-
tends a suitable distance in front of the front
edge of the fender-platform A; as is plainly
shown in Figs. 1. and 4, so long as said plat-
form A is in a normal—that-is, an approxi-
mately horizontal—position. Now,itwill be
seen that when the gate H moves in contact
with an object in the path of the car the said
gate H is pushed rearward on the forward
movement of the car, and consequently a
rearward-swinging motion is given -to the
arms G to tuln the shaft F' in the direction
of the arrow o/, whereby the eccentric F will
impart an upward- swinging motion to the
arm E® on the pivot E?, so that the front hook
end E' of the catch E is swung upward, and
consequently the bar A®is released to permit
the fender-platform A to swing downward by
its own weight into the position shown in
Fig. 5.

The front ends of the side bars of the fender-
platform A are preferably formed with shoes
A%, adapted to engage the base of the rail at
the inside, as plamly indicated in Fig. 6, so
that the front edge of the platform A is

brought down Close to the pavement, and con-:

sequently the object in the path of the car
readily passes upon the platfonn A, which is
now in its lowermost position. - If it is desired
to release the platform A by the operator in
charge of the car, the catch E is caused to
swing upward by' the operator pressing a
spring-pressed rod I, mounted to slide in the
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car-platform D and extending with its upper
end within convenient reach of the operator’s
foot.

As illustrated in Fig. 8, a pivoted catch E!
is adapted to engage with its upper end E° a
keeper ES, secured in the under side of the

~platform D’) and the front end of the said
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pivoted catch Ef engages the periphery of the
eccentric F% so that when the latter is turned
on an object striking the gate H, as pre-
viously described, the catch E! is swung
downward at its end E° to disengage the
keeper E® and to permit the fender-platform
A to swing downward.

Ag illustrated in Fig. 7, a fender-platform
Atis fulerumed at B’ on the truck-frame D?,
and the upper vertically-disposed extension
A% of the platform is provided with a cross-
bar AS, abutting against the rear end of a
pivoted catch EY, engaging with its front end
an eccentric I'?, secured on a shaft F4, jour-
naled in suitable bearings D? attached to the
car-platform D% On the shaft F* is secured
a gate H', extending vertically under the
platform D*near the front end thereof. Now
when an object strikes this gate H' the shaft
I is turned and the eccentric F® imparts a
swinging motion to the pivoted catch E7, so
that the rear end thereof moves upward out
of engagement with- the bar Af, so as to re-
lease the platform A*. The latter now swings
downward to pick up the object on the track.

It will be seen that by the arrangement de-
sceribed the car-fender platform is held a suit-
able distance above the track, so as not toin-
terfere with switches and other fixtures on
the track, and the said platform swings auto-
matically downward, close to the track, when
striking an object in its path.-

Having thus fully described my invention,
I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A car fender, comprising a pivoted fen-
der platform, a catch for engaging the plat-
form to hold it normally in an approximately
horizontal position, a guard in front of the
platform, and an eccentric operated by the
movement of the guard forreleasing the cateh,
as and for the purpose set forth.

2. A car fender, comprising a pivoted fen-
der platform, a pivoted cateh for engaging the
platform to hold it normally in an approxi-
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mately horizontal position, a guard in front
of the platform, and an eccentric connected
with and operated by the guard for swinging
the catch on its pivot to release it from the
platform, substantially as described.

3. A car fender, comprising a pivoted fen-
der platform, a pivoted catch adapted to lock
the platform in a normal and approximately
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horizontal position, a gate adapted to be .

moved by an object in the path of the car, a
shaftadapted to be turned from the said gafte,
and an eccentric held on the said shaft and
engaging the said pivoted catch, to move the
latter out of engagement with the platform,
substantially as shown and described.

4. A car fender, comprising a pivoted fen-
dar platform, a gate fitted to slide on the said
platform and forming a guard therefor, arms
pivotally connected with the rear ends of the
said gate, a transverse shaft journaled in the
platform and carrying the said arms, an ec-
centric held on the said shaft, and a pivoted
cateh for locking the said platform in posi-
tion, the catch being also in engagement with
the said eccentrie, so that when the latter is
turned, the cateh unlocks the platform, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

5. A car fender, comprising a pivoted fen-
der platform, a pivoted catch engaging the
platform to hold it in an approximately hori-
zontal position, a guard or gate fitted to slide
on the platform, and a connection between
the rear ends of the guard or gate and the
cateh for swinging said cateh on its pivot by
the movement of the guard to release the
platform, substantially as described.

6. A car fender, comprising a pivoted fen-
der platform, a catch pivoted on the under
side of the platform of the car and engaging
the platform to hold it in an approximately
horizontal position, the said catch being pro-
vided with an arm, a shaft mounted in the
platform and provided with arms at its ends,
an eccentric on the shaft and engaging the
arm of the catch, and a guard fitted to slide
on the platform and having its rear ends con-
nected to the arm of the said shaft, substan-
tially as desecribed. .
THEODORE COCIIEU.
Witnesses:

Linconn C. COCHEU,
HENRY B. COCHEU.
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