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1
GUARDED DORSAL OSTEOTOME WITH
STABILIZER

-This application is a continuation of my earlier filed
application Ser. No. 660,766, filed Aug. 15, 1967 and
now abandoned. )

This invention relates to a chisel particularly
designed for cutting bony tissue. It is important in surgi-
cal operations on such tissue that the intended
direction of cut be maintained without side-slip or
deflection of the cutting end of the instrument. To
guard against such tendencies which are apt to be
caused by the grain of the bony tissue which is being
cut, the corners of the instrument at the cutting end are
rounded and dulled, and a stabilizer is formed near the
mid point of the instrument. The stabilizer, by being
held with the index finger and thumb, prevents the
chisel from twisting while it is being directed cephali-
cally (toward the head) during the process of removing
the nasal hump (sometimes called the dorsal hump).

For a more complete understanding of the invention,
reference may be had to the following description
thereof, and to the drawing, of which

FIG. 1 is a plan view of an osteotome embodying the
invention; and _

FIG. 2 is a side elevation of the same.

The invention may be embodied in a chisel having a
handle or shaft portion 10 and terminating in a blade
12 at one end thereof. Blade 12 is formed with a protu-
berance 16 having a cutting edge 14 at its central por-
tion. Inthe preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion, protuberance 16 is symmetrical about the longitu-
dinal axis of shaft 10 and cutting edge 14 is transversal
to the longitudinal axis of shaft 10,

To facilitate correct guidance of the instrument
when in use, a stabilizer 18 is mounted thereon at an in-
termediate point thereof to be grasped by the thumb
and a finger of one hand of the operator. Stabilizer 18
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facilitates proper steering and inhibits unintentional
twisting of the instrument as it is thrust through the
bondy tissue. As shown, the stabilizer is an upstanding
block having arcuate recesses 20 and 22 in its sides for
the thumb and a finger of the operator. This stabilizer
not only facilitates the proper steering of the instru-
ment as it is thrust through bony tissue but also pro-
vides a convenient purchase for the application of force
to push the instrument. The stabilizer may be mounted
on any chisel to give the operator better control when
using the instrument.

What is claimed is:

1. A device for cutting and shaving bony tissue, said

device comprising:

a. an elongated shaft formed with a protuberance ata
working end of said device, said shaft having
upper, lower and side surfaces, said upper and
lower surfaces converging toward said working
end, said side surfaces diverging toward said work-
ing end, said protuberance being symmetrical
about the longitudinal axis of said shaft, said protu-
berance having a straight cutting edge at a central
portion, said cutting edge being transveral to said
longitudinal axis, opposite ends of said cutting
edge being thickened and rounded; and

b. a stabilizer mounted on said upper surface of said
shaft at an intermediate point thereof, said stabil-
izer being an upstanding block, said upstanding

block having opposite sides extending lengthwise
of said device and being formed with curved sur-

faces which are symmetrical about said longitu-
dinal axis and define outwardly facing arcuate
recesses, said stabilizer defining a purchase for ap-
plication of force to push said device and for guid-
ing said device as it is thrust through the bony tis-
sue.
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